1
Page 5  

PSALMS INTRO


PSALMS – INTRODUCTION

I.  TITLE: 

A.  A collection of songs of praise and petitions to God.

B.  Hebrew Title:  Sepher Thillim, "Praises", "Book of Praises", "Prayers" (Ps. 72:20).

C.  Greek (LXX):  Psalmoi, A poem set to music (Psalms).

II.  AUTHORS:


A.  David - 73 Psalms ascribed to him (3-9, 11-32, 34-41; 51-65; 68-70; 86; 101; 



103; 108-110; 122; 124; 131; 133; 138-145).  Two are anonymous but the NT 



ascribes them to David (2; 95; Acts 4:25; Heb. 4:7), for a total of 75 Psalms.

B.  Asaph - 12 Psalms (50; 73-83; 1 Chron. 6:31, 39; Neh. 11:22; Ezra 2:41).


C.  Korahites - 10 Psalms (42, 44-49; 84; 85; 87; Num. 26:9-11; 2 Chron. 20:19).


D.  Solomon - 2 Psalms (72; 127; 1 Kings 4:32).


E.  Moses - 1 Psalm (90).


F.  Heman - 1 Psalm (88; 1 Kings 4:31; 1 Chron. 6:31, 33; 15:19).


G.  Ethan - 1 Psalm (89; 1 Kings 4:31; 1 Chron 15:19).


H.  The remaining 48 psalms are anonymous (1; 10; 33; 43; 66; 67; 71; 91-100; 



102; 104-107; 111-121; 123; 125; 126; 128-130; 132; 134-137; 146-150).  



Tradition attributes some of these to Ezra.
III.  OUTLINE & POSSIBLE COMPILERS:

The five books were compiled over 400-500 years.  As individual psalms were written, some where used in Israel's worship while others were collected independently, like the psalms of David's pilgrimage (1-41, 51-70, 138-145).  These were eventually brought together into the five books of Psalms through inspired men:  David (1 Chron. 15:16), Hezekiah (2 Chron. 29:30; Prov. 25:1) & Ezra (Neh. 8).


Book I (1-41) Solomon

Book II (42-72) Korahite Levites


Book III (73-89) Hezekiah 

Book IV (90-106) Ezra and Nehemiah


Book V (107-150) Ezra and Nehemiah

IV.  TIMES & PLACES OF PSALMS 

A. From Moses in the wilderness (1410 BC).

B.  David in Israel (1020-970 BC)


C. Ezra & Nehemiah - The return from Babylon (430 B.C.). 
V.  HEBREW POETRY

A.  Two types:



1.  Didactic (teaching) Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes.



2.  Lyrical (Strong emotion, set to music) Psalms, Song of Solomon, 





Lamentations.


B.  Parallelism in thought, not meter or rhyme, is often used in Psalms.  



Parallelism is repetition or rephrasing fore emphasis.



1.  Synonymous, same or similar words (Ps. 36:5).



2.  Antithetic, opposites (Ps. 20:8).


3.  Synthetic, adding something new but related (Ps. 19:8).



4.  Anaphora, repeating a sequence of words at the beginning of a phrase 



for emphasis (Ps. 72:17).  


5.  Epiphora or Epistrophe, repetition or parallel at the end of a sequence 



of words (Psalm 37:2; 73:2; 73:6).



6.  Climatic, a staircase or increasing order of importance (Ps. 29:1).

C.  Doxology, a short hymn of praise to conclude each of the 5 books (150).

VI.  GROUPS OF PSALMS


A.  Songs of Ascents or Degrees (Psalms 120-134).  Possibly sung on the yearly 



journeys to the festivals at Jerusalem.

B.  Hallelujah Psalms (Ps. 106; 111-113; 135; 146-150).  All begin with the 




phrase "Praise the Lord".


C.  Imprecatory (Vindictive) Psalms.  Some things to consider regarding 



imprecatory prayers are: (1)  They lived under the Old Testament, where 



they existed as a physical nation (Ps. 83; 137; 129:5-8; 149:6-9); (2)  They 



called for divine justice & righteousness, rather than personal vengeance 



(Ps.109:101-12; Ex. 20:5; Ps. 69:21); (3) Vindicating God's righteous servant 



was the same as vindicating God's own name (Ps. 35:23, 27).

D.  Alphabetical Psalms (Ps. 9; Part of 10; 25; 34; 37; 111; 112; 119; 145).  Each 



line begins with a letter from the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew 




alphabet.
VII.  HELPS FOR TITLES

These titles were either names of the specific Psalms, the melody it was sung to, or other background information about the poem.  (Ex. Psalm 16:1)

A.  Aiieleth-shahar (the hind of the morning, the day dawning).

B.  Alamot (the singing maidens, maiden's choir).


C.  Al-Tashchith (Destroy not).


D.  Gittith (Winepress).


E.  Jeduthun (Praise - giver, name of one of the directors; 1 Chron. 16:41-42; 



2 Chron. 5:12).


F.  Jonath-Elem-Rechokim (the dove of distant woods).


G.  Mahalath (the great dancing).

H.  Mahalath-Leannoth (Dancing with shouting).


I.  Maschi (Instruction, Understanding).


J.  Michtam (Engraven, Indicating emphasis and permanence).


K.  Muth-labben (Death of the Champion).


L. Neginoth (Stringed Instruments).


M. Nehiloth (Inheritance).


N. Sheminith (Eigth group or division).


O. Shiggaion (Wandering, Crying aloud in grief or joy).


P. Shoshannim (Lilies).


Q.  Shoshannim-Eduth (Lillies of testimony).

VIII.  PSALMS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
Some Psalms are indirectly messianic.  That is, a psalm that is in some respects a type of or prophecy about Christ.  For example Psalm 22 uses language to describe the prophet's present experience, but which also points beyond his own life to things only fulfilled in Christ.  Some Psalms are purely prophetic, in that they refer solely to Christ (ex. Psalm 110).

PSALMS ABOUT CHRIST

Psalm 2:1-2

Acts 4:25-26
Psalm 2:7


Acts 13:33; Heb. 1:5; 5:5

Psalm 8:2


Matthew 21:16

Psalm 8:6


Heb. 2:8-9; 1 Cor. 15:27
Psalm 16:8-11

Acts 2:25-28
Psalm 16:9-11

Acts 13:35; Acts 2:26-28
Psalm 18:49

Rom. 15:9
Psalm 22:1

Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34

Psalm 22:7

Matt. 27:39; Mark 15:29
Psalm 22:16

John 20:25; Mat. 27:27-31, 33-44
Psalm 22:18

John 19:24
Psalm 22:22

Hebrews 2:12
Psalm 31:5

Luke 23:46

Psalm 34:20

John 19:36
Psalm 35:11

Mark 14:57

Psalm 35:19(69:4)
John 15:25
Psalm 40:6-8

Heb. 10:5-7
Psalm 45:6-7

Heb. 1:8-9
Psalm 68:18

Eph. 4:8
Psalm 69:9

John 2:17

Psalm 69:21

John 19:28-29
Psalm 78:2

Matt. 13:35
Psalm 91:11-12

Matt. 4:6, 11; Luke 22:43; Matt. 26:53

Psalm 102:25-27
Heb. 1:10-12
Psalm 110:1 

Matt. 22:44; Mark 12:36; Luke 20:42

Psalm 110:4

Heb. 5:6; 6:20; 7:17, 21

Psalm 117:1

Rom. 15:11

Psalm 118:22

Matt. 21:42; Mark 12:10; Luke 20:17; Acts 4:11; 1 Pet. 2:7

Psalm 118:26

Matt. 21:9; 23:39; Mark 11:9; Luke 13:35; 19:38

ABOUT JUDAS

Psalm 41:9

John 13:18
Psalm 69:25 (109:8)
Acts 1:16, 20

ABOUT GOD'S GRACE

Psalm 32:1-2

Rom. 4:7-8

Psalm 78:24 (105:40)
John 6:31

Psalm 112:9

2 Cor. 9:9

ABOUT ANGELS

Psalm 104:4

Heb. 1:7

ABOUT MAN & LIFE

Psalm 4:4


Eph. 4:26
Psalm 5:9


Rom. 3:13
Psalm 8:4-6

Heb. 2:6-8
Psalm 10:7

Rom. 3:14

Psalm 14:1-3 (53:1-3)
Rom. 3:10-12

Psalm 34:12

1 Pet. 3:10-12

Psalm 36:1

Rom. 3:18

Psalm 44:22

Rom. 8:36

Psalm 51:4

Rom. 3:4

Psalm 69:22-23

Rom. 11:9-10

Psalm 82:6

John 10:34

Psalm 94:11

1 Cor. 3:20

Psalm 116:10

2 Cor. 4:13

Psalm 118:6

Heb. 13:6

Psalm 140:3

Rom. 3:13

IX.  PURPOSE
Why study the Psalms?  Even though specific practices from Old Testament times are not authorized today (sacrifices, incense, musical instruments, etc.); Psalms are inspired and we can learn from them (Rom. 15:4).  We can enrich our prayers and praise to God, learn more about God's character, His word, mankind, and sin.

INTRO QUESTIONS

1.  What are Psalms?
2.  How many Psalms are ascribed to David?

3.  The Psalms are sectioned into five books.  What chapters make up these books?


Book I




Book IV

Book II




Book V

Book III

4.  While the Psalms cover topics from Creation, the Babylonian Exile, the return from exile and more; who wrote the earliest Psalm?

5.  When & who completed the compiling of the Psalms? 

6.  What is Parallelism?
7.  What is a doxology?

8.  What does "hallelujah" mean?

9.  What is an imprecatory psalm?  How does Luke 9:53-55 show us that we are not to use imprecatory prayers today?
10.  Many Psalms have a foreword with untranslated words.  What are these for?

11.  What is the difference between an indirectly messianic psalm and a purely prophetic one?
12.  Give an example of a Psalm being fulfilled in detail in Jesus' death.
13.  Give a Psalm that is used in an inspired sermon and applied to the resurrection of Jesus.

14.  What Psalm was fulfilled in John 19:36?

15.  What Psalm points to Jesus being both High Priest & King?

16.  What Psalm points to Jesus as the authoritative foundation?

17.  List two Psalms referred to by Paul as being fulfilled in the Gentiles enjoying salvation in Christ.
18.  What Psalm describes the character of Jesus' throne?

19.  Psalm  _______ points to Jesus as the Creator of the heavens and the earth.

20.  What relationship between Jesus and Judas made Judas' betrayal especially shameful?

21.  Angels are God's _____________________ .

22.  Give two examples showing that the Psalms were also part of the Old Law.

23.  Psalm 44:22 shows that man can be _______________________ in service to God, 
but Psalm 118:6 shows that man does not need to ___________________ .

24.  Give two examples showing that the Psalms were in the hearts of men and expressed in their speech.

25.  As we begin our study of Psalms, are there any particular questions you have in mind?
