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PSALMS 1-15


PSALMS 1-15
Book I (Psalms 1-41)

Book II (Psalms 42-72)

Book III (Psalms 73-89)

Book IV (Psalms 90-106)

Book V (Psalms 107-150)

PSALM 1
1.  What two people are contrasted in Psalm 1 (1:1, 4)?

2.  What progression of behavior is described in 1:1?
3.  How should we view God's law (1:2)?  How often should we think upon it?

4.  What of nature describes the happy or blessed man and the wicked man respectively (1:3-4)?

5.  Is Psalm 1:3 ("whatsoever he doeth shall prosper") always true?  Explain.
6.  Psalm 1:5-6 considers which of the following?

a.  The pleasure of the moment.


b.  The consequences, or latter end.


c.  An imaginary or wishful thinking.
PSALM 2

7.  How are the following in Psalm 2:1-2 applied in Acts 4:25-28?

A.  Nations, peoples, kings -


B.  Lord's Anointed -

8.  While Psalm 2 does not say who wrote it, what does Acts 4:25 say?

9.  What was the intention of these people in withstanding the Lord's Anointed (2:3)?
10.  Why is this aim not wise (2:4-5)?
11.  Even though they withstand God, what will God do & where (2:6)?

12.  In connection with this, what is declared in 2:7?  How is this applied in Acts 13:33?

13.  What is depicted by 2:8-9?
14.  In view of these things, what should kings & judges do (2:10-12)?

15.  In contrast to those who oppose God & His royal Son, why are they happy who take refuge in Him (2:12)?

PSALM 3

16.  What does the title reveal about why this Psalm was written by David?
17.  Though his troubles were great & threatening, what Did David know (3:3)?
18.  What did David do in troublesome times (3:4)?  Did God answer?

19.  How could David sleep at night even in troubled times (3:5)?

20.  Describe the feelings that David describes in 3:6 and 7.
21.  To whom should God's people look for blessing and salvation (3:8)?
PSALM 4

22.  Psalm 4 is considered to be written on the same topic as Psalm 3.  What was it about Absalom that fits the description of 4:2b (2 Sam. 14:25-26; 15:1-6)?
23.  How is Jehovah David's  righteousness (4:1)?
24.  Why does David have confidence in God hearing his petition (4:3)?
25.  What core understanding does David urge people to have that will help them to not sin (4:4)?
26.  Explain what the sacrifices of the righteous are (4:5).
27.  While man looks for good of an earthly nature (4:6a, 7b), what good does David look for (6b, 7a)?

28.  Why could David sleep peacefully in troubled times (4:8)?

29.  Reflecting upon Psalm 4, what do you need to have when the world around you is turned upside down?
PSALM 5

30.  While David was king of Israel, what did he acknowledge (5:1-2)?

31.  When and how did David "keep watch" (5:3)?
32.  In what does God have no pleasure (5:4-6)?

33.  What emotions are described in 5:7?
34.  What were David's enemies are speaking in 5: 9?  Therefore, what did David pray for in 5:8?
35.  How is this 5:9 used in Romans 3:13?

36.  Why will these be held guilty (5:10)?  How will they fall?
37.  Who can rejoice & why (5:11-12)?
PSALM 6

38.  What does David ask of God (6:1)?  Why might he ask this?

39.  What feelings are described in 6:2-4?
40.  How low had David sunk in his outlook on life (6:5-7)?

41.  Yet even in such times, what confidence did David have (6:8-10)?

42.  Consider Psalm 6.  Is it wrong to give God reasons for why He should answer our prayers?

PSALM 7

NOTE:  The title of this Psalm identifies Cush a Benjamite.  This specific person is not identified in the Bible except here.  Some have suggested this may covertly refer to King Saul, who was the son of Kish of the tribe of Benjamin.  The subject of this Psalm does fit Saul's unjust persecution and David's innocence.
Also, the word shiggayon comes from shagah, to wander, a wandering song.  In other words, it is a Psalm composed by David in his wanderings when he was hiding from Saul.

43.  In Psalm 7, is David suffering as a guilty person or an innocent person?

44.  How deep was David's concern in this situation (7:1-2)?

45.  Notice David's plea in 7:3-5.  How can David pray to God and plead innocence, since all men have sinned (Rom. 3:23)?

46.  For what did David plead (7:6-7), personal vengeance or Divine justice?

47.  Did David exempt himself from God's judgments (7:8)?

48.  What does God judge (7:9-10)?

49.  How is God's righteousness as Judge expressed (7:11)?

50.  What will cause God to wet His sword & bend His bow (7:12-13)?

51.  What does this teach about whether God allows the wicked a chance to turn from their ways?

52.  Who is under consideration in 7:14-16?
53.  When a sinner falls, whose fault is it (7:15-16)?
54.  Does God give the wicked a chance to turn from their ways?

55.  As David pleads innocence and integrity, whose standard & authority does he acknowledge (7:17)?
PSALM 8

56.  Why might this Psalm be set to "Gittith"?
57.  From the mouth of _____________ God will establish ____________ .  How was this fulfilled in Christ?

58.  How do the honest expressions of children silence the enemy (8:2)?
59.  What does David consider (8:3)?

60.  How does this affect his estimation of man (8:4)?

61.  Man is made a little lower than _____________ (8:5).

62.  What specifically is man to have dominion over (8:6-8)?

63.  All these things are the work of whose hands (8:6)?
64.  Matthew Fontaine Maury was known as the "Father of Modern Oceanography and Naval Meteorology".  He published extensive works in his books, especially Physical Geography of the Sea (1855).  Maury made many important new contributions to charting winds and ocean currents, including ocean lanes for passing ships at sea.  He is noted as one who knew the Psalms very well.  What in Psalm 8:8 did he learn about the seas?
65.  How is Psalm 8 used in Hebrews 2?

PSALM 9

66.  With what will David give thanks to Jehovah (9:1)?

67.  What did David's gratitude move him to do (9:1b-2)?
68.  Who here took care of David's enemies (9:3)?  Why (9:4-5)?
69.  In contrast to perishable earthly nations, how is Jehovah described (9:7)?  What will He do (9:7-8)?

70.  What does 9:9 mean in your own words?
71.  Who may have confidence in Jehovah (9:10)?

72.  For those who dwell in Zion (9:11), what comfort is extended (9:12-14)?
73.  How are the nations brought down (9:15-16)?

74.  What is one way God makes Himself known (9:16)?

75.  How are these nations described (9:17)?

76.  (T) (F)  David thought that no righteous person will ever be needy or poor 





(9:18).

77.  What did David pray for (9:19-20)?  Why?
PSALM 10

78.  Since we know that God does not forsake the righteous, why would the Psalmist write as if God was not near (10:1)?
79.  What character is connected with the wicked (10:2-4)?

80.  Match the following phrases from 9:5 with the proper explanation:


The ways of the wicked


God's judgments are "out of sight,


are always firm or grievous.

out of mind".


God's judgments are far above
He disdains and scorns those who


out of his sight.



oppose him.


He puffs at his adversaries.

He labors and travails to bring forth sin.

81.  What delusion(s) does the wicked have in his heart (10:6)?
82.  What kind of tongue does the wicked have (10:7)?
83.  When a person does not fear God, how do they view the weak (10:8-10)?

84.  What delusion do the wicked have in their heart about God (10:11)?
85.  What does the Psalmist cry out for (10:12-13)?

86.  What confidence does the Psalmist have about God's knowledge & ability (10:14-15)?
87.  How long will Jehovah be King (10:16)?  Will the nations of the earth last forever?

88.  Whose prayers will God hear (10:17)?

89.  When God judges, what will happen to the "man of the earth" (10:18)?
PSALM 11
90.  While David was counseled to flee as a bird, to whom did David look for safety (11:1)?
91.  What is meant by the wicked shooting in darkness (11:2)?
92.  Consider David's life, how he fled from Saul for many years.  What could David mean here "If the foundations be destroyed, What can the righteous do?" (11:3)?

93.  What did David now focus on (11:4-5) in such troublesome circumstances (11:3)?

94.  What rain and what cup will be upon the wicked (11:6)?

95.  What does Jehovah love (11:7)?  Who shall behold His face?

PSALM 12

96.  What feelings are expressed in 12:1.  Have you ever felt like this?
97.  What is a double heart (12:2)?  Give examples of a flattering lip.

98.  What will God do with all flattering lips and boasting tongues (12:3)?
99.  What mindset is behind those who speak falsehood and flatter (12:4)?

100.  (T) (F)  God is distant from & not concerned with what man does (12:5).

101.  Fill in the blanks & explain:  "The words of Jehovah are ___________ words;  As 

__________ tried in a furnace on the earth, Purified ____________ times." (12:6)
102.  What is exalted among men (12:8)?
103.  Even so, what will God do with His word & with those who oppress His people 
(12:7)?
PSALM 13

104.  What moved David to write this Psalm (13:1-2)?  Have you ever felt this way?
105.  What questions did David ask of God (13:1-2, 3)?

106.  What is meant by "lighten my eyes" (13:3)?
107.  Even though David feared what his enemies could do, what moved him to trust in, rejoice in, and sing to Jehovah (13:5-6)?
PSALM 14

108.  What word describes the one who in his heart says there is no God (14:1)?
109.  How does Psalm 14 show that our thoughts about the existence of God will affect the way we live?
110.  How is it that those who reject God, were put in fear of God (14:5)?  (cp. Ps. 53:5; Joshua 2:8-11)
111.  What counsel did the poor have that the sinful world ridiculed (14:6)?
112.  For what did the Psalmist look (14:7)?  From where?
113.  Because this Psalm mentions captives being returned (14:7), some doubt that this Psalm was written by David.  Explain how this still be a Psalm of David.
PSALM 115

114.  In Psalm 15, dwelling with God (15:1) is affected by what (15:2 & 15:3)?

115.  (T) (F)  Sincerity alone is enough (15:2).
116.  If you walk uprightly from your heart, by what standard will you evaluate people (15:4)?  Who will you honor and why?
117.  Explain "He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not" (15:4).
118.  What righteousness is worked toward neighbors in 15:5?

119.  What is meant by this person not being moved (15:5; cp. Ps. 112:6-10)?
