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PSALMS 119


PSALMS 119
Book I (Psalms 1-41)

Book II (Psalms 42-72)

Book III (Psalms 73-89)

Book IV (Psalms 90-106)

Book V (Psalms 107-150)
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NOTE:  Psalm 119 is divided into twenty-two parts or stanzas, denoted by the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Each stanza contains eight verses, and the first letter of each verse corresponds to the appropriate letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Its contents are mainly praises of God's Word with some complaints against the wicked for despising it. There are only two verses in the entire Psalm (119:122,132) which do not contain some term or description of God's Word.  This purpose of this Psalm is clearly to instruct in the proper attitude & appreciation that is needed towards God's word.

PSALM 119:1-8  ALEPH
1.  What are ALEPH, BETH, GIMEL, etc?
2.  What does it mean to be "perfect in the way" (119:1-3)?
3.  In order to be blessed by the law, what is required (119:1, 2)?

4.  Why did God command His precepts (119:4)?

5.  For what did the Psalmist long (119:5)?
6.  What benefit comes from respecting God's commandments (119:6)?

7.  "Then shall I not be put to shame, When I have respect unto (NONE, SOME, ALL) thy commandments." (119:6).
8.  How can we give thanks to God with an upright heart (119:7)?
9.  What relationship exists between God's word and remaining in fellowship with God (119:8)?

PSALM 119:9-16  BETH
10.  What does the word of God do for the young (119:9)?
11.  How should a person seek God (119:10a)?

12.  If a person seeks God in this way, what will their sincere prayer be (119:10b)?

13.  Based on Psalm 119:11, what is sin?

14.  If we keep God's word in our heart, how does it protect us (119:11)?
15.  What should we GIVE to God (119:12)?  What should we RECEIVE from God?
16.  What should the lips of the godly declare (119:13)?

a.  The latest gossip


e.  The traditions of our parents

b.  Curse words



f.  The orders that come from God

c.  Lies




g.  The ordinances of the Pope

d.  Everything that comes to mind
h.  The ordinances of our "Pastor"
17.  (T) (F)  The Psalmist sees the way of God's testimonies as boring & tedious 





(119:14).
18.  What does it mean to meditate on God's precepts & respect God's ways (119:15)?
19.  What TWO decisions does the Psalmist make concerning God's word (119:16)?  Does this describe us?  Is this how most people approach God's word today?
PSALM 119:17-24  GIMEL
20.  How does the Psalmist view himself (119:17)?  From whom does life come?
21.  In your own words, what is the Psalmist's request (119:18)?

22.  What relationship does the Psalmist have with this world (119:19)?
23.  How fervently does the Psalmist desire God's word (119:20)?

24.  What attitude is in those who wander from the commands of God (119:21)?  What did God do towards these?
25.  What difficulties can cause people to fall away from God (119:22-23)?

26.  How did the Psalmist handle this problem (119:23)?

27.  What two benefits did he find by doing this (119:24)?
PSALM 119:25-32  DALETH
28.  How does God's word give life?  (119:25)
29.  What does the Psalmist mean "I declared my ways" (119:26)?  What is implied about this by the next statement, "And thou answeredst me"?
30.  "______________  ______ thy statutes." (119:26b)

"Make me to ___________________ the way of thy precepts:

So shall I ________________  on thy wondrous works." (119:27)
31.  How does God's word give strength (119:28)?
32.  Consider the contrast between falsehood and the law.  Complete the comparison (119:29):  




Falsehood is to _______________, as _____________________ is to Law.

33.  How does Psalm 119:30 show that Calvinism is not correct?
34.  In your own words, explain what the Psalmist means by cleaving to God's testimonies and asking not to be put to shame (119:31).
35.  How does God "enlarge" someone's heart?  Is it by a direct miraculous control? (119:32)
36.  Which attitude best fits the Psalmist in 119:32?


a.  Eager to do God's will.


b.  Negligent to do God's will.


c.  Rebellious to God's will.

PSALM 119:33-40  HE
37.  As the Psalmist desires to be taught God's word, what is the depth of his commitment (119:33-34)?
38.  What attitude did the Psalmist have towards God's law (119:35)?  What should our attitude be today (1 John 5:3)?
39.  How did the Psalmist prepare & exercise himself in resisting sin (119:36)?
40.  What key action is needed to help resist many temptations and make one alive in the way of God (119:37)?
41.  What can be learned from the confirmation of God's word (119:38)?  (I.e. What does knowing that God fulfills His word move us to do?)
42.  What two things can move us to draw closer to God (119:39)?
43.  When one's heart & actions follow God's precepts, one is "quickened" (alive) in 

God's ______________________  (119:40)?
PSALM 119:41-48  VAV
44.  What blessings of God come through His word (119:41)?
45.  In what way does the man of God have an answer for those who reproach him by trusting in God's word (119:42)?  (cp.  1 Pet. 2:12, 15; 3:1, 15)
46.  What do the ordinances of God provide for the man of God (119:43)?  Why would the word of truth be taken from his mouth if he lost hope?
47.  "So shall I _________________ thy law ______________ For ever and ever." (119:44)
48.  What do the precepts of God provide in 119:45?  Explain.  (Cp. Gal. 5:13, 23b)
49.  (T) (F)  The Psalmist was embarrassed to speak of God's word in front of 






important people (119:46).
50.  Some people will mock you for appealing to the Bible as the final authority.  They will even accuse you of worshipping the Bible instead of God.  In contrast to such rebellious spirits, how does the Psalmist view God's word (119:47-48)?

PSALM 119:49-56  ZAYIN
51.  How does the word of God help even in affliction (119:49-50; Rom. 15:4)?
52.  How do the proud tend to treat those who follow God (119:51)?  Why do they do this?
53.  What can you do when there is no one who comforts you in the troubles you face (119:52)?

54.  (T) (F)  A child of God should never get angry (119:53).

55.  While being a pilgrim or sojourner, what did the Psalmist do with God's word (119:54)?

56.  When up at night, what did the Psalmist do with God's word (119:55)?
57.  Though at times under the power of the enemy, what did the Psalmist still have (119:56)?

PSALM 119:57-64  HHETH
58.  What is meant by God being "my portion" (119:57; Num 18:20; Ps 16:5; La 3:24)?
59.  What is connected with receiving the favor & mercy of God (119:58-59)?          (Cp. James 1:5-7 ; 1 John 4:22)
60.  Why should we make haste and delay not to obey God (119:60)?
61.  What temptation arises when the wicked attack (119:61)?
62.  Even in trials or inconvenient times, why will the Psalmist be thankful (119:62)?

63.  What kind of people is the Psalmist a friend to (119:63)?  (Cp. Rom. 12:9-10)

64.  What place holds examples of God's loving kindness (119:64)?  Give examples.

PSALM 119:65-72  TETH
65.  What benefits does the Psalmist seek from God (119:65-66)?  How did he expect to receive them?
66.  What lesson can be gained through affliction (119:67)?
67.  Can someone be good without doing good (119:68)?
68.  How do the proud treat those who follow God (119:69)?  What is meant by their heart being "fat as grease" (119:70)?
69.  "The proud have forged a lie against me: but I will keep thy precepts with 
________  ______________  _______________.  Their heart is as fat as grease; but I 
_________________ in thy law."  (119:69-70)
70.  Why does the Psalmist consider his afflictions beneficial (119:71)?
71.  What is the most valuable thing we have on earth (119:72)?

A.  God's word


B.  Full bank accounts


C.  Great retirement plans


D.  Full health care benefits

PSALM 119:73-80  YODH
72.  What does the Psalmist understand about God (119:73)?
73.  Why two blessings are provided to those who fear God when you hope in God's word (119:74, 79)?
74.  How did the Psalmist view his afflictions (119:75)?  Was he resentful?
75.  Psalm 119:76-77  "Let, I pray thee, thy ________________ be for my 
______________ , According to thy word unto thy servant.  Let thy _______________  

_____________  come unto me, that I may ________; For thy law is my delight."

76.  (T) (F)  God's law is a large, tedious book designed to hinder our happiness.

77.  What trying circumstance is the Psalmist facing (119:78)?  Why would it help to meditate upon God's precepts in such times?
78.  What reason does the Psalmist give for God to help him (119:79)?
79.  For what does the Psalmist pray (119:80a)?  How does the first item relate to the second?
80.  If you want to live without shame, what should you do (119:80)?

PSALM 119:81-88  KAPH
81.  What things make persecution especially trying to one's faith (119:81-88)?
82.  How do wine-skins illustrate the effects of sorrow (119:83)?  How did the writer combat these effects?
83.  Describe how the Psalmist felt in this situation (119:84-87).

84.  What helps us to have faith in God's word (119:86)?

85.  What does "quicken" mean (119:88)?
PSALM 119:89-96  LAMEDH
86.  How does 119:89 affect the idea of man creating his own way & principles?
87.  How faithful is God (119:90)?

88.  How does creation illustrate God's faithfulness (119:90b-91)?

89.  What helped the Psalmist through his affliction (119:92)?

90.  Why did the Psalmist determine to never forget God's precepts (119:93)?

91.  As the Psalmist appeals to God for salvation, what proof does he give of belonging to God (119:94)?

92.  Why do the wicked seek to destroy others (119:95)?  What shelter dopes the Psalmist hold to?

93.  While David is not the stated author, David illustrates the gist of Psalm 119:96.  In his time, had seen Goliath, the strongest, overcome, Asahel, the swiftest, overtaken, Ahithophel, the wisest, befooled, Absalom, the fairest, deformed; and, in short, he had seen an end of earthly perfection.  He saw it by faith & by observation.  Man's glory is as the flower of the grass (Isaiah 40:6).  But the commands of God are broad, far reaching, beneficial (cp. 1 John 2:15-17).
After viewing the boundaries of earthly perfection, how does God's word compare (119:95)?

PSALM 119:97-104  MEM
94.  What illustrates the Psalmist's love of God's law (119:97)?
95.  What makes a person wiser than enemies, teachers & the aged (119:98-100)?
96.  Is this an arrogant statement or an occasion to be prideful?
97.  What did the Psalmist do in order to observe God's word (119:101)?
98.  How constant was the Psalmist in following God, even in difficult times (119:102a)?  Why would he do this (119:102b)?
99.  What illustrates the Psalmist's attitude towards God's word (119:103)?                        (Cp. Mt. 5:6)
100.  What understanding does God's word bring (119:104)?  Should a child of God ever hate?
PSALM 119:105-112  NUN
101.  How is the word like a lamp (119:105)?
102.  Did the Psalmist violate God's word by swearing to keep God's word (119:106)?  Explain.

103.  When should we cling to God's word (119:107)?
104.  What is a "free-will offering" of the mouth (119:108)?

105.  What does it mean that his soul was continually in his hand (119:109)? 
106.  What is a snare (119:110)?

107.  What does danger tempt us to do (119:109-110)?

108.  How are God's testimonies a heritage & a joy even in troubled times (119:111)?
109.  What essential attitude does the Psalmist have towards God's word (119:112)?  (Cp. John 7:17; James 1:21)
PSALM 119:113-120  SAMEKH
110.  What is a person like who has a divided mind (119:113; James 1:8)?  Considering why the Psalmist hates a double minded man, why would he love the law of God?
111.  From what was the Psalmist hiding & seeking a shield (119:114)?  What did he hope for through God's word?
112.  Whose company did he shun (119:115)?  Why?
113.  Under what circumstances would he be ashamed of his hope (119:116)?
114.  While we should not respect the person of men, why should we always respect God's statutes (119:117-118)?

115.  Describe the error of those who depart from God's statutes (119:118-119).  What consequences will they face (119:119)?
116.  (T) (F)  Fear of God is unhealthy (119:120).
PSALM 119:121-128  AYIN
117.  Upon what basis did the Psalmist appeal to God for deliverance (119:121-122)?  Was this a glorying in his own works?
118.  What does the Psalmist mean by his eyes failing for God's salvation (119:123)?

119.  If a servant does not know what to do or is unsure, what should he do (119:124-125)?
120.  What does making void God's law cause God to do (119:126)?

121.  "Therefore I ________ thy _______________________ Above gold, yea, above fine 
gold.  Therefore I _____________ all thy ______________ concerning ______ things to 
be right; And I _________ every _________ way. (Psalm 119:127-128)

PSALM 119:129-136  PE
122.  In what ways are God's testimonies wonderful (119:129-130)?
123.  To what is the Psalmist's longing for God's word like (119:131)?
124.  As the Psalmist prays for mercy & favor, how would he be established and resist iniquity (119:132-133)?
125.  How was the Psalmist affected by the oppression of man (119:134-136)?
PSALM 119:137-144  TSADHE
126.  Describe God and His word (119:137-138).
127. Why did zeal consume the Psalmist (119:139)?
128.  What does this Psalmist love about God's word (119:140)?

129.  (T) (F)  The Psalmist only followed God when things went well (119:141).

130.  What is truth (119:142)?
131.  What should we do if we do not understand God's will (119:143-144)?
PSALM 119:145-152  QOPH
132.  THOUGHT QUESTION:  Think about how the Psalmist called to God with his whole heart (119:145-146).  Have you ever done this?
133.  Why would the Psalmist cry in anticipation of the morning (119:147)?
134.  Why would he also anticipate the night watches (119:148)?

135.  THOUGHT QUESTION:  When we have time on our hands, do we look forward to doing this (119:148)?
136.  How can we strengthen our hope in God (119:149, 151-152)?

137.  How are the wicked described (119:150)?
138.  How did the Psalmist have so much faith in God when facing oppression (119:152)?

139.  In Psalm 119:145-152 what actions on the Psalmist's part show a consistent effort to draw near to God?

PSALM 119:153-160  RESH
140.  What two things does the Psalmist want God to consider about him personally (119:153, 159)?
141.  On what basis does the Psalmist hope for deliverance & redemption (119:153-154)?

142.  What is far from those who do not seek God's statutes (119:155)?  How are they described?

143.  THOUGHT QUESTION:  God's tender mercies are great & God gives life according to His word. (119:156).  Consider God's mercies towards you.  Make a list & think about how God has blessed you.

144.  Explain how not observing God's word can lead people to be persecutors, adversaries & treacherous (119:157-158).

145.  What do people today often think of law, word, statutes, ordinances, testimonies, precepts, & truth?  How was the Psalmist's attitude different (119:153-160, note especially verse 159)?

146.  Explain the significance of "the sum of thy word is truth" (119:160)?
147.  How many of & how long will God's righteous ordinances endure (119:60)?

PSALM 119:161-168  SHIN
148.  While the psalmist experienced the intimidating experience of princes persecuting him, what was even more awe inspiring (119:161)?

149.  How would you feel if you discovered a treasure worth $100,000?  How should we view God's word (119:162)?

150.  Some people lie to make themselves look good or avoid getting in trouble.  Some people lie to hurt others, out of envy or bitterness.  How should a child of God view falsehood (119:163)?  What stands in contrast to falsehood?

151.  Some think it is alright to lie as long as you keep a "mental reservation" of the truth.  Is this how the Psalmist thought?
152.  Why does the Psalmist praise God so often (119:164)?  Do we?

153.  Is "seven" the literal number of times he praises God (119:164)?  Explain.  (Compare Prov. 24:16; Lev. 26:28)

154.  Explain the benefits that come from God's law (119:166).

155.  On what basis did he expect salvation (119:119:166)?

156.  (T) (F)  The Psalmist merely kept the Law outwardly (119:167).

157.  Who does the Psalmist appeal to as witness of his sincere obedience (119:168)?

PSALM 119:169-176  TAV
160.  The request for _________________ God's will (119:169) precedes 
________________ according to God's will (119:170).  
161.  What is a "supplication" (119:170)?

162.  Which of the following is a correct explanation of Psalm 119:171-172?


A. Let my mouth pour out complaints because your rules are tedious. 


B.  Let my mouth pour out admiration, because I am free from your rules.


C.  Let my mouth pour out compliments, because you teach me your will.

163.  What in these verses refute Calvinism (119:173-174)?
164.  Did the inspired write believe in the impossibility of falling away (119:175-176)?
 165.  Even though he is a servant of God , what does the Psalmist confess (119:176)?

166.  What petition or request does he make to God (119:176)?  On what basis?

