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PSALMS 120-134


PSALMS 120-134
Book I (Psalms 1-41)

Book II (Psalms 42-72)

Book III (Psalms 73-89)

Book IV (Psalms 90-106)

Book V (Psalms 107-150)

The fifteen "Songs of Ascents" (Psalms 120-134) - Some explain the collection of these 15 shorter Psalms as what Israelites sung on their journeys up to the Temple.  Some connect these with what was sung by the Levites when David brought the ark up to Jerusalem (1 Chron 13:7-8; 15:14-16) and later when the Temple was dedicated (2 Chron. 5:5).  Still others explain that the Levite singers stood on steps at the Temple, hence ascents or degrees.  Yet another explanation is that the description is not the purpose, but the structure of these Psalms.  In other words, that the intensity of each Psalm increases with each verse to a climactic point.  
PSALM 120:1-7
1.  How many "Songs of Ascents" are there in the Psalms?  What chapters?
2.  What did God do when the Psalmist cried (120:1)?
3.  What was it like to dwell among slanderers (120:1-2)?

4.  What is the Psalmist really asking (120:3)?
5.  What punishment does the deceitful tongue deserve (120:4)?  (Note: Juniper is noted for retaining its heat a long time when burned.)
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6.  Mark Meshech & Kedar on the map (120:5).
Many of the Jews were held in captivity in the provinces of Babylon, including north of Mesopotamia by the Black Sea.  Kedar (or the Kingdom of Qedar) consisted mainly of nomadic Arab tribes. Described as "the most organized of the Northern Arabian tribes" (Stearns and Langer, 2001, p. 41.), at the peak of its power in the 6th century BC it controlled a large region between the Persian Gulf and the Sinai Peninsula.  The wandering Arabic tribes are reputed to have lived by robbery & plunder.
7.  Among what kind of people was the Psalmist forced to dwell (120:6-7)?
8.  Why would people hate peace (120:6-7)?

PSALM 121:1-8

9.  While some look for earthly comfort, where does the Psalmist look (121:1-2)?  
10.  Why are "the mountains" associated with Jehovah (121:1-2)?
11.  How strong is Jehovah (121:2)?
12.  What characteristics of God are described that give assurance, comfort, encouragement (121:3-5)?
13.  Does strength (121:2, 3-4), danger (121:5-6), time (121:6), quantity (121:7) or location (121:8) prevent God from protecting?

14.  Why can we count on God to keep us at all times?

PSALM 122:1-9

15.  What is the Psalmist's attitude towards worshipping God (122:1)?
16.  THOUGHT QUESTION:  What is your attitude towards worship?  If it is different, what is it?  Why is it different?
17. Consider how the Psalmist appreciates what he has been blessed with (122:2-3).  Why is this important?
18.  Explain why Jerusalem is described as a city that is "compact" together (122:3).

19.  What were all the tribes involved in as an ordinance of God and an expression of gratitude to Jehovah (122:4)?

20.  What attitude is necessary in our service to God & to maintain unity among brethren (122:4)?
21.  Does unity mean there is no need for authority & judgment (122:5)?
22.  For what does the Psalmist urge God's people to pray (122:6)?  Why were they to pray for this (122:6-9)?
23.  What can we learn from this about prayer for the church today?

PSALM 123:1-4

24.  What attitudes should a servant have towards his master (123:1-2)?
25.  Where does God dwell (123:1)?  Is it an earthly temple?

26.  In the East, servants were often directed by signs from their master's hands.  Psalm 123:2 builds upon this idea, showing how closely a servant must watch, know & understand his master's will, expressions, instructions & even small hand gestures.  How well should we know God today?  Do we?
27.  Some commentators assign this Psalm to the Babylonian captives who were oppressed by the Babylonians (who were "at ease" having subdued many nations around them Ps. 123:4).  Others apply this to those in Judah who were oppressed by the Samaritans (Neh. 1:3; 2:19).  Whatever the context, what sufferings were God's people experiencing (Psalm 123:3-4)?  How did the writer over come this?
28.  Is it wrong to be dependant on God (123:1-4)?
PSALM 124:1-8

29.  Who wrote this Psalm?  From what two perspectives is this Psalm written?
30.  What does he encourage Israel to say & understand about God (124:1-2)?

31.  To what things is wrath likened to (124:3-5 & 6b-7)?
32.  What caused David to express gratitude (124:6-8)?
33.  Write out Psalm 124:8.  Why is it important for you to understand this passage?

PSALM 125:1-5

34.  Those who trust in Jehovah are likened to what (125:1)?
35.  Psalm 125:1 (ASV, KJV) says that mount Zion abides "forever".  This word is Strong's 05769 [`owlam] and means concealed, the vanishing point; generally, time out of mind (past or future), ancient, continuance, eternal, lasting, long (time) or perpetual.  Does this passage teach that mount Zion (physical Jerusalem) is eternal?  Explain.
36.  What might happen if the wicked ruled in Jerusalem (125:3)?
37.  What hope & expectation does the Psalmist have from God (125:4)?  For whom?
38.  Explain how God is leading forth those who turn aside to crooked ways (125:5).
39.  How will God's judgment upon the wicked also be peace to God's people (125:5)?
PSALM 126:1-6

40.  What two-fold reaction do the people of God have that returned from Babylonian captivity (126:1-3)?
41.  What will it be like for those who are right with God in the Day of Judgment (2 Thess. 1:10)?

42.  What will God's deliverance of His people cause the nations to acknowledge (126:2b)?

43.  If God has brought back the captives (126:1), why does the Psalmist pray that God will bring back the captives (126:4)?
44.  How would the streams of the South (i.e. rains in the desert) be a good illustration of what the Psalmist is praying for (126:4b)?
45.  Those who sow in tears are promised that they can look forward to what (126:5-6)?
46.  How does verse 6 relate to being a Christian?  Compare Matt. 5:4.

PSALM 127:1-5
NOTE:  "House" is used in different senses in the Bible.  The primary meaning is an ordinary house.  It is also used to refer to the house of God, the temple (Ezra 6:3).  It is also used to refer to a household (Exodus 1:21; Acts 10:2).  In this context, it probably refers to the building of the temple by Solomon, but is in the collection of Psalms compiled by Ezra-Nehemiah after the release from Babylonian captivity, when they rebuilt the temple.
47.  What is the primary point/context of Psalm 127:1-2?
48.  What are our efforts without the blessing of God (127:1)?
50.  (T) (F)  Being a hard worker is vain (127:2).  Explain.

51.  In what three areas of life did Israel need God's blessings (127:1, 2, 3-5)?
52.  Children are compared to what three things (127:3-4)?  Why?
53.  Why is it happiness to have your quiver full of children (127:5)?
PSALM 128:1-6
54.  What is connected with fearing Jehovah (128:1)?
55.  What principles help us to see the importance of fearing God (128:2)?
56.  What four blessings are promised to the one who fears Jehovah?


128:2




128:5, 6b

128:3




128:6a
57.  Explain how each of these blessings are related to fearing God (128:3-4).
PSALM 129:1-8

58.  This Psalm is considered to apply to the Hebrew nation, not an individual.  What afflictions did they suffer in their "youth" (129:1-3)?
59.  Even while suffering cruel treatment (129:3), what did the Psalmist declare about God (129:4)?
60.  What expectation did the Psalmist have towards those who hated Zion (129:5)?
61.  What is grass or grain on the rooftops like (129:6-7)?

62.  What will the wicked lack (129:8; cp. Ruth 2:4)?
PSALM 130:1-8
63.  What do the depths of suffering & sorrow cause the Psalmist to do (130:1-2)?
64.  Answer the question of verse 3.
65.  Even so, what hope does the Psalmist have (130:4)?  
66.  Some think that God's mercy makes them impervious to sin, and this belief emboldens them to do wrong.  It contrast to this error, how does God's mercy lead to the fear of God (130:4)?
67.  What helped the Psalmist to wait for & hope in Jehovah (130:5)?

68.  To what degree is the writers eagerness in waiting for Jehovah (130:6)?
69.  The Psalmist shifts from "I" to "Israel" (130:7-8).  From what does Israel need redemption?
PSALM 131:1-3
70.  This Psalm is attributed to David.  Some apply it to when Saul was jealous of David's success, while others apply it to when David became king.  Whatever the situation, what is the main point (131:1-3)?
71.  How is it that David came to this point (131:2)?  Was he born this way?  Did God over-ride his free will?
72.  How does a weaned child illustrate this character trait (131:2)?

73.  What did David encouraged the nation to have (131:3)?  For how long?
PSALM 132:1-18
74.  What issue troubled David (132:1-5)?  What can we learn from this?

75.  Why would the Psalmist want God to remember what David suffered (132:1) and what David promised (132:2-5)?
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76.  Where was David when he heard of the ark (132:6a; Gen. 48:7)?  Where did he find the ark (132:6b; 1 Sam. 7:1;           2 Sam. 6:3, 4)?
77.  Why is the Ark of the Covenant described as God's footstool (133:7;    1 Chron. 28:2; 1 Sam. 4:4)? 
78.  What is implied about the ark in Psalm 132:8?  Compare what was happening when Moses spoke similar words in Numbers 10:35-36.
79.  How should the priests of God be clothed (132:9)?  (Cp. 1 Pet. 2:9-10; 1:16)
80.  Of what does the Psalmist remind God (132:10-11)?
81.  What condition did God place upon this promise (132:12)?

82.  Prior to the building of the temple, there was no certain specified location for the tabernacle - but it was moved from place to place, and tribe to tribe.  Thus Moses predicted that they would worship at the place God chose (Deut. 16:6).   
Which place did God choose to manifest Himself under the Old Testament (Ps. 132:13-14)?  What other names is it known by?
83.  Psalm 132:13-18 speaks of the blessings that would come upon Zion.  How are these points fulfilled in the church?

Provided bread (v. 15)


Priests clothed in salvation (v. 16)


Horn of David budded (v. 17)


Enemies over come & crown flourishing (v. 18)
PSALM 133:1-3
84.  What is good & pleasant (133:1)?
85.  Psalm 133:2 likens this to the oil placed upon Aaron when he was anointed as high priest.  This was olive oil mixed with four of the best spices (Exodus 30:22, 25, 30).  How does this illustrate the excellence of unity?

86.  How does dew upon the mountains illustrate the excellence of unity (133:3a)?

87.  What blessing is connected with unity (133:3b)?

PSALM 134:1-3
88.  Who is being exhorted to bless Jehovah (134:1)?  Note especially where & when this was.

89.  What where they to do even at night (134:2)?  (Cp. 1 Tim. 2:8)
90.  Why is it important to pay attention while we worship God?
