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PSALMS 135-141


PSALMS 135-141
Book I (Psalms 1-41)

Book II (Psalms 42-72)

Book III (Psalms 73-89)

Book IV (Psalms 90-106)

Book V (Psalms 107-150)
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PSALM 135:1-21

1.  What does "Hallelujah" mean (135:1)?
2.  Why is Jehovah to be praised (135:3, 4, 5)?
3.  What has Jehovah done (135:6-7, 8-9, 10-12)?
4.  Note on the map:  Sihon of the Amorites (135:11), Og of Bashan (135:11) & Canaan (135:11).
5.  What is the significance of God's "memorial name" (135:13)?
6.  Explain what is meant by God judging His people & repenting (135:14).  (Cp. Psalm 72:2 & 90:13)
7. Describe why idols are vain (135:15-17).
8.  In what way(s) are those who make them like them (135:18)?
9.  What three groups are encouraged to unite in praise (135:19-20)?  What trait should they all have in common (135:20)?
PSALM 136:1-26

NOTE:  Psalm 136:2-3 refers to God as "God <'elohiym> of gods <'elohiym>" and "Lord <'adown> of lords <'adown>".  Elohiym is defined is Strong's 430, and means gods in the ordinary sense; the supreme God; occasionally applied by way of deference to magistrates; and sometimes as a superlative: angels, exceeding, great, judges, mighty.  It is used of Moses as God's prophet (Ex. 7:1) and in Psalm 82 of judges.  Adown is Strong's 113, and means sovereign, lord, master, owner.  Thus, Psalm 136 identifies God as judge of all judges, mightier than all the mighty, & master of all masters - be the spiritual leaders or civil leaders.
10.  What three names are given to God (136:1-3)?
11.  How does nature demonstrate the loving-kindness of God (136:5-9)?
12.  With what did God make nature (136:5)?

13.  How does God smiting Egypt (136:10) & smiting great kings (136:17) demonstrate God's loving-kindness?
14.  In Psalm 136 who is "Lord of Lords" (136:1-3)?  In 1 Tim. 6:15, Rev. 17:14 and Rev. 19:16 who is called this?
15.  What purpose does repetition serve?  Did the Psalmist violate Matt. 6:7 by repeating so much?

PSALM 137:1-9

16.  Why was the Psalmist sorrowful in Psalm 137?

17.  What did the people do when commanded to sing songs of Zion (137:1-4)?
18.  What did Edom say when Jerusalem was subjected to Babylon (137:7)?  Why was it wrong for Edom to do this (cp. Prov. 24:17-18)?
19.  What was predicted in Psalm 137:8-9?
PSALM 138:1-8
20.  Explain why David would give thanks before "the gods" (138:1).
21.  Why did David give thanks to God (138:3)?
22.  What attitude is essential in being blessed by God (138:6)?

PSALM 139:1-24
23.  In Psalm 139:1-6, what three specific areas does God know about us?

NOTE:  One commentator describes verse 5 as referring to one's past and future.  If so, then this identifies that God knows our past and future, a thing which man finds difficult to comprehend (139:6).
24.  Explain what it means that God knows our tongue "altogether" (139:4).

25.  Is there anywhere one can escape the Spirit of God (139:7-12)?  Should this comfort or scare you?
26.  Does verse 8 teach that God is in Hell?

27.  Verse 12 says the darkness & light are alike unto God.  Does this mean that good and evil are alike to Him?
28.  Not only does God have perfect knowledge of all things (Ps. 139:1-12), what else did God do (139:13)?
29.  How do verses 13 & 14 show that there is more to man than just the physical being?

30.  The word translated "womb" in Psalm 139:13 is [beten] (Strong's 990).  It means to be hollow; the belly, especially the womb; also the bosom or body of anything, as they be born, within.  Another word translated "womb" is [rechem] (Strong's 7358).  It is defined as the matrix or womb.  It is used, for example, in Job 3:11.

a.  What does Psalm 139:13 say about a baby in the mother's womb?


b.  
Is the word "womb" [beten] in Psalm 139:13 organ specific?  Is it exclusively 


identifying the uterus?  How does the word used here help to refute 



arguments supporting abortion?
31.  What effect did the development of life have upon David's views (139:14)?
32.  Psalm 139:15 is very distinctive:  "My frame was not hidden from thee, When I was made in secret, And curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth."  "Curiously wrought" is a word describing embroidery or needlework.  David's description is very appropriate considering the wonderful composition of the human body, its various veins, arteries, fibers & membranes.  As David notes the complexity of the human body - did David think it happened by accident or chance?
33.  What is meant by "the lowest parts of the earth" (139:15)?  Is this meant to be demeaning?
34.  (T) (F)  A child does not exist until it's body is fully formed (139:16).

35.  What does God know before we exist (139:16)?
36.  When contemplating the omniscience of God, the works of God in nature & especially the formation of man - what effect does this have on the mind of David (139:17-18)?  What attitude does he have towards God's thoughts?
37.  Explain the significance of the word "sum" in 139:17.
38.  Adam Clarke (~1760–1832) was a British Methodist theologian and biblical scholar who wrote a Bible commentary.  On Psalm 139:19 he writes:  "The remaining part of this Psalm has no visible connection with the preceding. I rather think it a fragment, or a part of some other Psalm."  What is the connection between verses 1-18 and verses 19-24?
39.  Describe the character of the wicked (139:19-20).
NOTE:  Consider how God views those who help/partner with the wicked (2 Chron. 19:2).  Consider also how a perfect heart hates and is separate from evil (Psalm 101:3-8).  While the Old Law involved a physical kingdom with physical enemies, the New Law involves a spiritual kingdom with spiritual enemies.  Thus, while we are not to harbor ill will (Matt. 5:43-45; Luke 9:54-55) towards others, we are yet to hate evil (Rom. 12:9) and have no fellowship with unbelievers or corruption (2 Cor. 6:14-18; Eph. 5:11).
40.  What can we learn from David's hatred that can be imitated today                (139:21-22)?
41.  What does David ask of God (139:23-24)?
42.  What is required / involved in making such a request of God?
PSALM 140:1-13
43.  From whom did David want to be delivered (140:1, 4)?

44.  What is in the heart of evil men (140:2, 4, 5)?
45.  Who do such men fellowship (140:2)?

46.  What use do they make of words (140:3)?

47.  When faced with such trials, what did David reaffirm & ask (140:6-8)?
48.  For what did David pray in verses 9-11 (140:12-13)?
49.  How did David know what God would do (140:12)?
50.  What should the righteous do (140:13)?  What hope do they have?

PSALM 141:1-10
51.  What did David want his prayers to be like unto God (141:1-2)?
52.  For what help did he pray (141:3-4)?  Why might he offer this prayer during a time when he is oppressed?
53.  What was David willing to endure to remain faithful to God (141:5)?
54.  Why would it be a temptation to refuse correction (141:5)?

55.  In what sense does David call being smitten by the righteous "wickedness" (ASV) or "calamities" (KJV) (141:5)?
NOTE:  Verses 6-7 are difficult to apply, because their context is not clear.  Some think this refers to David's hope that Saul would change his mind and cease pursuing & condemning David (cp. 1 Sam. 24:16; 26:21).  Whether this is the specific case or not, David's concern is that "judges" would be "overthrown" by his "sweet" words, because David & his companions are treated as unmarked graves ploughed up in a field.
56.  In what way did David's "sweet words" over throw judges in 1 Sam. 24 & 26?
57.  To whom did David cling in all his adversity (141:8)?
58.  What are snares & gins (141:9, 10)?
59.  In what sense did the workers of iniquity set them for David (141:9)?
60.  As David prays for justice upon the wicked (141:9-10) and deliverance; what more excellent way is required of is in Christ (Matt. 5:43-48; 1 Cor. 12:31; 13:4-8a)?
