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PSALMS 31-41


PSALMS 31-41
Book I (Psalms 1-41)

Book II (Psalms 42-72)

Book III (Psalms 73-89)

Book IV (Psalms 90-106)

Book V (Psalms 107-150)

PSALM 31
1.  What did David do in times of distress (31:1)?
2.  As human beings, how soon do we want God to answer us?  Was David any different in this (30:2)?
3.  How completely did David trust in Jehovah (31:3-5)?
4.  (T) (F)  David believed that when a man dies, he ceases to be (31:5).

5.  Where & how is Psalm 31:5a used in the New Testament?

6.  What did David know about God's character (31:5)?

7.  What "vanities" does David have in mind (31:6)?  What did God command to be done under the Old law towards those who pursued such vanities (Ex. 32:25-28; Deut. 27:15)?

8.  How is hate used in this context (31:6-7)?

9.  What is different today about how we act towards people in error?  Why?
10.  THOUGHT QUESTION:  Read again 31:8.  Have you ever done wrong, and known that God treated you better than you deserved?

11.  This Psalm captures the hope of David even as he is in distress (31:7-11).  What caused his distress (31:10-11)?  What caused him to hope (31:7, 9)?
12.  How low had David sunk (31:11-13)?
13.  Even in such trying times, what did David reaffirm and cling to (31:14)?
14.  Explain "My times are in thy hand" (31:15).
15.  How are fellowship & blessings from God described (31:16)?
16.  How do the wicked treat the righteous (31:15-18)?

17.  Consider the context, that David admits his sins (31:10).  How then can David claim to be among the righteous, and ask God to defend him (31:17-19)?

18.  For whom is God's goodness stored up (31:19)?
19.  What can man's mind & tongue produce (31:20)?

20.  Due to the fear of the moment, what did David say in haste (31:22)?  What does this show about emotions?

21.  What does David identify about God that is praiseworthy (31:23)?

22.  What is the purpose of this Psalm (31:24)?

PSALM 32
23.  What is the state of the man who confesses his sin (32:1)?

24.  What kind of confession must be give to God (32:2)?
25.  What happens when we keep silent about our sin (32:3-4)?

26.  (T) (F)  Forgiveness of sins under the Old Testament was conditional (32:5).

27.  Where does the N.T. teach the same principle as 32:5?
28.  What does it mean to be godly (32:6)?  What should these do & when?
29.  Is there a time when God may not be found (32:6)?

30.  As David describes deliverance by God from troubles, he describes facing great waters and singing songs of deliverance (32:6-7).  Why does David write in this manner?
31.  Without stating it, David's Psalm now changes gear.  Before he spoke about God, now God is seen as speaking.  What will God do for David (32:8)?

32.  What warning / admonition is given to David (32:9)?

33.  What promises did God make to David (32:10)?

34.  Who can rejoice in Jehovah & shout for joy (32:11)?
PSALM 33
35.  What is beautiful, appropriate & suitable for the righteous to do (33:1)?
36.  (T) (F)  Musical instruments were used in Old Testament worship (33:2-3).
37.  If it was permissible to use in the Old Testament, why is it not allowed today?

38.  What would be needed for it to be allowed today?
39.  Why is Jehovah to be praised (33:4)?
40.  What does Jehovah love (33:5)?

41.  How did Jehovah create the heavens & earth (33:6-7)?

42.  Why should all the earth fear & be in awe of Jehovah (33:8-9)?
43.  While nations gain power & might, and some even become world powers... how do their plans stand against God (33:10)?
44.  In contrast, how long will God's council stand (33:11)?

45.  What nation will be blessed & was chosen by God in this context (33:12)?
46.  Of what nation does this prophecy (33:12)?

47.  Bette Midler wrote a popular song some years ago titled "From A Distance".  In it she describes seeing from a distance wonderful things that up close are not true.  Then she applies this to God watching us from a distance.  The clear implication is that God only sees the good & not the bad.  What does Psalm 33:13-15 say about what God sees from Heaven?

48.  Consider how God's words & thoughts come from His heart (33:11).  What does 33:15 show about man?

49.  From man's view a smart king, a strong army, the strong man's strength or advantages in war (such as horses over infantry) are what bring deliverance (33:16-17).  Instead of these, who will God watch (for their benefit) and deliver (33:18-19)?
50.  What does David affirm about O.T. Israel in his time (33:20-21)?

51.  What do we learn about the heart in this psalm (33:11, 15, 21)?

52.  What does it mean that God's name is holy (33:21)?

53.  What is the appropriate expectation & request of those who hope in Jehovah (33:22)?

PSALM 34
54.  According to the foreword, when was this Psalm written?  Where is this event found?
55.  How did David feel when he faced this king?  How did he change his behavior before Abimelech?
56.  Explain the word bless in 34:1 & compare it to Matt. 5:44 (KJV) and Matt. 21:9.

57.  How often will David bless Jehovah (34:1)?

58.  In whom does David's life boast (34:2)?
59.  Why will the meek be glad when they hear what David says about God (34:2)?  What does he call the meek to do with him (34:3)?

60.  (T) (F)  When David sought Jehovah, God never answered (34:4).

61.  In what way does David use the word "poor" man here (34:6)?  Who is he referring to?
62.  The angel of Jehovah camped around who (34:7)?  Why?
63.  What does it mean to "taste" in 34:8?
64.  How do blessing (34:8) and fear (34:9) fit together?

65.  (T) (F)  While young lions go hungry, those that seek Jehovah will have 
everything their heart desires (34:10).

66.  What things should be learned to have the fear of Jehovah (34:11-14)?  What blessings does this bring?
67.  What do verses 15 and 16 mean in your own words?
68.  Who does God listen to & is near to (34:17-18)?
69.  (T) (F)  The righteous never suffer (34:19).

70.  What does suffering help teach us (34:19)?

71.  While God delivers & preserves the righteous (34:19-20), what will slay the wicked (34:21)?

72.  While the wicked shall be condemned (34:21), who will not be condemned (34:22)?

PSALM 35
73.  For what did David pray (35:1-6)?
74.  What was David facing (35:1, 4)?

75.  What did David plead concerning these troubles (35:7)?

76.  What did David recognize about evil plans (35:8)?

77.  In what would David rejoice (35:9-10)?


a.  In the downfall of his enemies.


b.  In the salvation of Jehovah.


c.  In his own power & might.

78.  What are unrighteous witnesses (35:11)?

79.  How did these respond to David's good deeds toward them (35:12)?

80.  What was David's attitude & behavior when they were sick (35:13-14)?

81.  How did they respond when David faced adversity (35:15)?

82.  What are "abjects" (35:15 KJV, ASV)?

83.  When they mocked & gnashed upon David with their teeth, what did David ask (35:16-17)?
84.  (T) (F)  David was too embarrassed to publicly praise God (35:18).

85.  "Let not them that are mine enemies ______________ rejoice over me: neither 
let them wink with the eye that hate me ____________ a cause.  For they speak not 
____________ : but they devise ____________  matters against them that are 
___________ in the land. (Psalm 35:19-20)
86.  How did these express malicious triumph over David (35:21)?

87.  In David's plea to God, what did he know about God (35:22)?
88.  In asking for justice against his adversaries (35:23), did David exclude himself from being evaluated by God (35:24)?

89.  Instead of rejoicing at the downfall of an enemy (35:25-26), where should our sympathies and joy be (35:27-28)?

90.  Which of the following best summarizes David's motive in this Psalm?


a.  He wanted revenge upon his so-called friends.


b.  He desired personal harm for his enemies because they desired it for him.


c.  He wanted justice by God's hand & to not be over thrown as if he had



done wickedness.

PSALM 36
91.  In viewing the transgression of the wicked, what did David understand about their heart (36:1)?
92.  What thought process goes on when people practice sin (36:2)?

93.  When one practices sin, what follows & why (36:3-4)?

94.  What expressive phrases manifest the magnitude of God's lovingkindness, faithfulness & righteousness (36:5-7)?
95.  As David speaks of blessings from God (36:6-8), what does "For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light" mean (36:9)?
96.  Who will receive of God's lovingkindness (36:10)?
97.  From whom did David seek God's protection (36:11-12)?
PSALM 37
98.  What is perplexing in this Psalm that might cause people to fret or be jealous (37:1)?  Do we ever face this today?
99.  Why should we not fret or be jealous of evil-doers (37:2)?
100.  Instead, what should we do (37:3-4)?

101.  (T) (F)  If we delight in Jehovah, we will have everything we want (37:4-5).

102.  Explain Psalm 37:6.

103.  While wickedness seems to prosper, what do we know (37:7, 9)?
104.  What inheritance is stressed in this Psalm (37:11, 22, 29)?

105.  Why should we not allow anger, wrath and fretting continue in us (37:8)?
105.  While facing difficulties & wickedness in this life, time seems to pass slowly.  Yet, does it last forever (37:10)?

106.  In contrast to the wicked who will pass away, who shall "inherit the land" (37:11)?

107.  What do the wicked do against the just (37:12)?
108.  Why does the Lord laugh at (scorn) such people (37:13)?

109.  Who do the wicked seek to harm (37:14)?  Why do they do this?
110.  Explain the meaning of Psalm 37:15.

111.  Why is a little in righteousness better than abundance in wickedness              (37:16-20)?
112.  What is one difference between the wicked and the righteous (37:21)?
113.  (T) (F)  Psalm 37:22 & 29 promise an earthly inheritance of land for us today.

114.  How is it that the "perfect" man follows God (37:18) can fall, yet not be utterly cast down, can still be called "righteous" (37:23-25)?
115.  Describe the path a man can take that God delights in (37:23, 26-28, 30-31).
116.  While the wicked seek to harm the righteous (37:32-33), what does David urge the reader to do (37:34)?
117.  (T) (F)  The wicked can prosper in this life (37:35).

118.  (T) (F)  The prosperity of the wicked will last forever (37:36).
119.  While the perfect & upright man will experience suffering in this life, what is his expectation (37:37-40)?

PSALM 38
120.  While David elsewhere asks God to judge & correct him, in what way does David not want God to rebuke him (38:1)?
121.  List & describe the emotions David experiences here (38:2-8).

122.  Why did he feel this way (38:2-8)?  Why was he suffering?
123.  What desire does David have that is before the Lord (38:9)?
124.  Could David find comfort in himself, in friends, family or others (38:10-12)?

125.  At a time when David was guilty of sin, what two things did he choose not to do (38:13-14)?  What did he choose to do (38:15)?
126.  Why do some rejoice at the downfall of others (38:16)?

127.  How did David handle his sin (38:17-18)?
128.  Was David's sin against these people (38:19-20)?
129.  Complete David's humble plea to God in Psalm 38: 21-22.

"______________  me ________ , O LORD: O my God, be __________   ___________  

from me.   Make haste to ______________   me, O Lord my _______________ ."

PSALM 39
130.  Why should a man take heed to his ways (39:1)?  Under what circumstances is it especially important to be careful?
131.  When David was silent, even refraining from saying what was good, how did his conscience respond (39:2-3)?
132.  What did David ask of Jehovah (39:4-6)?  Why (39:7)?

133.  What did David ask in 39:8?  Why was he speechless here (39:9)?

134.  What blows & rebukes did David receive & why (39:10-11a)?
135.  How does this cause us to get a righteous perspective on life (39:11b)?

136.  When David sinned, how did he approach God (39:12-13)?
137.  This Psalm shows how _______ can motivate us to follow God.


A.  Love


C.  Greed

B.  Fear


D.  Anger
PSALM 40
138.  Psalm 40 teaches us that deliverance comes to those who __________  

_____________ for Jehovah (40:1).
139.  What did God's deliverance move David to do (40:2-3)?  How did this affect others?
140.  Who is the blessed man (40:4)?

141.  Psalm 40:5, "Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful ___________  which 
thou hast done, and thy _________________  which are to us-ward: they cannot be 
reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare and speak of them, they are 
__________ than can be ________________."
142.  What understanding does David gain here about sacrifice & offering (40:6)?  Explain.
143.  What did this realization move him to do (40:7-10)?   Where did he learn of these things?

144.  Where & how is Psalm 40:6-9 used in the New Testament?

145.  What caused David to be ashamed & ask for mercy & truth (40:11-13)?
146.  While worldly people glory in the fall of others (40:14-15), what should we rejoice in (40:16)?

147.  In what way was David poor & needy here (40:17)?

PSALM 41

148.  Who is the blessed man (41:1-2)?  Why?
149.  Does this mean he will never be troubled in life (41:3)?

150.  (T) (F)  Grace was unconditional for David (41:4).

151.  How did some treat David (41:5-7)?

152.  What did they wish for David (41:8)?

153.  What hurtful thing happened (41:9)?  How is this used in John 13:18?

154.  As David here asks for mercy, deliverance & proof of God delighting in him (41:10-12); consider how this is a common expectation of man, yet what does Hebrews 12:5-8 say?
155.  After speaking about his sin (41:4) how can David speak of integrity (41:12)?
156.  Why is God blessed (41:13)?

157.  What does "amen" mean (41:13)?

