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PSALMS 42-52


PSALMS 42-55
Book I (Psalms 1-41)

Book II (Psalms 42-72)

Book III (Psalms 73-89)

Book IV (Psalms 90-106)

Book V (Psalms 107-150)

PSALM 42
1.  How does the Psalmist describe his condition and longing for God (42:1-2)?
2.  While others mocked him, what tears "fed" him (42:3-5)?

3.  How does he respond to feeling down & being unsettled (42:5)?
4.  In contrast to the mountains around Jerusalem, from where does the Psalmist remember Jehovah (42:6)?
5.  How did the Psalmist feel (42:7)?

6.  What did the Psalmist hope (42:8)?

7.  What situation did he face (42:9-10)?

8.  Again, how did the Psalmist handle being unsettled (42:11)?

PSALM 43

9.  For what did the Psalmist pray (43:1)?
10.  Why did the Psalmist feel cast off (43:2)?

11.  What did he seek to be lead by (43:3)?

12.  What would bring the Psalmist joy (43:4)?

13.  Do we go to an altar today and use the harp (43:4)?  Explain.

14.  What hope did the Psalmist have to confront difficulty with (43:5)?
PSALM 44
15.  Who were the sons of Korah (44:1 foreword)?  (Cp. Ex. 6:24-25)
16.  How had they heard of God & His works (44:1)?
17.  How had old Israel gained the land of Canaan (44:2-3)?

18.  For what did the sons of Korah pray (44:4-5)?
19.  Instead of earthly strength, what would they trust in (44:6-8)?
20.  Based on Psalm 44:9-16, what has happened?  Was this necessarily the Babylonian captivity (1 Kings 8:46)?
21.  Even in such difficulties, what had these not done (44:17-18)?
22.  Why do the sons of Korah know it would be futile to stray from God (44:19-21)?

23.  Were their problems deserved (44:20)?

24.  What conclusion do they reach (44:22)?  Where & how is this used in the New Testament?

25. As the Psalmists conclude with an earnest plea to God (44:23-26), is their prayer answered yet?

26.  In times of trouble, what impression of God may we mistakenly have (44:24)?

PSALM 45
27.  What does the preface tell us about this Psalm?
28.  For whom did this Psalmist speak & write (45:1)?
29.  In addition to being king, how is he described (45:2 & 3)?
30.  As this king girds himself for battle, how would he proceed & for what purpose (45:4-5)?

31.  Psalm 45:6, "Thy throne, O ___________ , is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy 
kingdom is a __________ sceptre."
32.  How is 45:6-7 used in Hebrews 1:8-9?  How does it help us to understand this Psalm?

33.  What does this king love & hate (45:7)?
34.  If the person addressed is king (45:4) and God (4:6), how can he also be blessed by God (45:2) and anointed by God (45:7)?

35.  Explain the picture described in 45:8-9.
36.  What is the woman now addressed admonished to do (45:10-11)?

37.  What procession is described in 45:12-15?

38.  What will Tyre, a rich neighboring foreign city, do (45:12)?  What does this show?

39.  What will her offspring be (45:16)?

40.  How exalted will this bride be (45:17)?

41.  Review this Psalm and find where it parallels the following points:


A.  Wives be in subjection to your own husbands (Eph. 5:22-24)

B.  Husbands love your wives as Christ loved the church (Eph. 5:25-28)

C.  Leave father & mother, become one (Eph. 5:31)?
PSALM 46
42.  Even though the earth change and mountains shake into the seas, why would they not fear (46:1-3)?
43.  How are battles, civil upheavals & judgments of God sometimes described in the Bible (cp. 46:2-3)?  See also Ezek. 38:20; Isaiah 34:2-3; Jer. 4:24; Hosea 10:8; Micah 1:4; Nahum 1:5; Hab. 1:10.
44.  How is God's favor described (46:4)?  See also Psalm 36:8; Zech. 14:8; Rev. 22:1.
45.  Even though the nations raged, what assurance did God's people have (46:4-7, 11)? 
46.  What blessing would God bring to His people (46:8-9)?  Why (46:10)?
PSALM 47
47.  What characteristic of God were to be declared (47:1-2)?
48.  What has God done that proves this point (47:3, 4)?

49.  In light of God's provision to them & rule, what does the Psalmist urge God's people to do (47:5-7)?
50.  (T) (F)  God was only over the Israelites (47:8).

51.  Describe character of God's rule or "throne" (47:8).

52.   From where are people gathered to be God's people (47:9)?
PSALM 48

53.  Why is God to be praised & how is He the joy of the earth (48:12)?
NOTE:  Zion originally referred to the stronghold that David captured from the Jebusites & which also become known as "the city of David" (2 Samuel 5:7).  Thus it means the hill in Jerusalem where the king resided (Psalms 2:6; 48:2, 11-12) and came to include the idea of God's dwelling place (Psalm 132:13). “Zion” was eventually used as a name for the city of Jerusalem as a whole, the land of Judah, and the people of Israel as a whole (Isaiah 40:9; Jeremiah 31:12; Zechariah 9:13).  
The spiritual meaning of “Zion” is used in the New Testament, where it refers to God's the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem (Hebrews 12:22; Revelation 14:1).  In this spiritual Zion (1 Peter 2:4-5) was placed a chief cornerstone, Jesus Christ, whereby believers can be saved (1 Peter 2:6).
54.  What "Zion" is referred to in 48:2-3?
55.  How impressive and glorious was Zion (48:4-6)?
56.  Tarshish was Spain (48:7-8).  What degree of control and ability does God have over even the financial gain that would come form far flung countries?

57.  When they came to the temple, what did they think on & do (48:9-11)?
58.  What buildings were in Zion (48:12-13)?
59.  How long do the Psalmists declare God to be their God (48:14)?  Unto what extreme event are they determined to follow God?

PSALM 49
60.  Who should hear this message (49:1-2)?
61.  What is included and involved in the "heart" (49:3-5)?

62.  What fear does the Psalmist confront (49:5)?

63.  What does the Psalmist know about those who trust in riches and oppress others (49:6-10)?

64.  How much would we have to pay God to ransom one person from the justice of God (49:7-8)?
65.  What is the inward thought of those who trust in riches (49:11)?  

66.  Yet, what do all men face, the rich, the wise, the fool & the brutish (49:9-12)?
67.  Does Psalm 49:12 prove that man is like an animal, not having a soul?
68.  What foolish way do people live, that those who are after them approve (49:13)?
69.  How is the death of the wicked described (49:13-14)?
70.  In contrast to this, what hope does the Psalmist have (49:15)?
71.  Why should godly people not fear those who are rich (49:16-20)?
72.  What does "They shall never see light" mean (49:19)?  Does this mean the wicked cease to exist?

PSALM 50

73.  Explain the names given to describe God (50:1).

A.  The Mighty One (Heb. El)


B.  God (Elohiym)


C.  LORD (Jehovah)

74.  What is the atmosphere connected with God breaking His silence (50:1-4)?
75.  Who are the saints (50:5)?  How?
76.  What do the heavens do (50:6)?

77.  God is presented as Judge and calls His people.  While God commanded sacrifices under the Old Law, why were their sacrifices not being offered correctly (50:7-13, 14)?  Compare Acts 17:24-25.
78.  Explain what "the cattle upon a thousand hills" means (50:10).  Does God not own the cattle on the 1001st hill?

79.  How does Psalm 50:10 help us to understand Revelation 20:5-6?
80.  What kind of sacrifices did God want from His people (50:14-15)?
81.  For what does God rebuke the wicked (50:16-17)?
82.  When they saw wickedness, what was their response (50:18)?

83.  What use did they put their mouths to (50:19-20)?

84.  When God did not immediately punish them, what did they think (50:21)?  But what would God do?

85.  What had these wicked ones done (50:22a)?

86.  What should they consider and why (50:22-23)?
PSALM 51
87.  What was the occasion of this Psalm (51:1 foreword).
88.  For what does David ask (51:1-3)?  How hard is it to understand what he is saying?

89.  What did David mean by "my sin is ever before me" (51:3)?
90.  While David committed adultery with Bathsheba, and murdered her husband... ultimately all sin is against whom (51:4)?
91.  Does Psalm 51:5 teach total, hereditary depravity? Explain your answer.
92.  What does God want in our inward parts (51:6)?  Was sincerity enough?
93.  What was done in the Old Law with hyssop (51:7; Ex. 12:22; Lev. 14:4-7; Num. 19:18-19)?
94.  What emotions do these passages express?

v. 7


v. 8


v. 9

95.  David asks God to create a new heart in him (51:10).  How was this to be done?  Was it miraculous?  Did David have any part in this change?  (Cp. Ezek. 11:19; 18:31; 36:26; Hos. 4:11; Luke 8:15)
96.  As David pleads that God will not cut him off from fellowship (51:11-12), what will God's continued presence lead David to do (51:13)?
97.  (T) (F)  A person who has sinned can never be useful again (51:12).

98.  What sin does David acknowledge here (51:14)?

99.  What sacrifice does God really want from man (51:16-17)?  How does this help explain 51:10?
100.  Why does David ask a blessing upon Zion & Jerusalem (51:18-19)?  (Cp. 2 Sam. 12:10-12)
101.  Where does forgiveness take place according to this Psalm (51:1-2, 4, 6, 11, 14)?



(a) In the heart of the sinner.





(b) In the mind of God.

102.  What does David see as an essential ingredient for a strong city (51:16-19)?

PSALM 52
103.  What event is this Psalm about (52 foreword; 1 Sam. 21:7; 22:9-10)?
104.  What mighty man was boasting in mischief (52:1)?
105.  In contrast to troublesome men, in whom did David trust (52:1b)?
106.  What wicked deceit did this man work (52:2-3; 1 Sam. 22:6-10; 21:2, 8)?

107.  Who would judge & punish this man's actions, David or God (52:5)?
108.  What principle is seen in the word "likewise" (52:5)?

109.  What riches did this man have (52:7; 1 Sam. 21:7)?
110.  In spite of man's unjust treatment, what was David's attitude (52:8-9)?
PSALM 53
111.  What is a man who in his heart says there is no God (53:1)?
112.  How else are those who deny God described (53:1)?
113.  What did God look for among men (53:2)?
114.  Are there any who have not sinned (53:3-4)?

115.  How does the world in general treat God's people (53:4)?

116.  Even when there was no apparent reason to fear (53:5a), why do the wicked fear (53:5b)? Give other examples of how this is so.
117.  For what did David long (53:6)?


PSALM 54
118.  What was the occasion of this Psalm (54 foreword; 1 Sam. 23:19-29)?
119.  What worry did David have at this time (54:1-3)?

120.  How did David deal with this concern (54:1-3, 4-5)?

121.  What kind of offering did David express thanks with to God (54:6)?

122.   Why would David offer this sacrifice (54:6b-7; 1 Sam. 23:26-29)?

PSALM 55
123.  Can a prayer be sung (55:1)?
124.  Why did David pray on this occasion (55:1-3)?
125.  Consider how David addressed enemies under the Old Law (55:3, 9).  Can we pray the same way today about enemies (Matt. 5:44)?  Explain.
126.  How troubled was David (55:4-5)?
127.  Explain David's wish in 55:6-7.

128.  Describe the enemies of David (55:9-11).
129.  While David could have borne insult and hatred from some people (55:12), why was this enemy especially distressing (55:13-14)?

130.  Again, can we pray for what David does towards his enemies (55:15)?  Explain.
131.  What did David do with the challenges he faced in life (55:16-17)?

132.  What confidence did David have (55:18-19)?

133.  What does "the men who have no changes" mean (55:19b; 73:5)?
134.  Against whom have these (who fear not God) put forth their hands (55:20)?

135.  How did they profane his covenant (55:20)?

136.  Explain the imagery used in 55:21.

137.  What should we do with our burdens (55:22)?

138.  Explain what it means that God "will never allow the righteous to be moved" (55:22; cp. Ps. 112:6).  

139.  What consequences come to those who live bloodthirsty & deceitful lives (55:23)?  (Cp. Matt. 26:52)
140.  "_________ will ______________ in _________ " (55:23b).
