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PSALMS 73-89


PSALMS 73-89
Book I (Psalms 1-41)

Book II (Psalms 42-72)

Book III (Psalms 73-89)

Book IV (Psalms 90-106)

Book V (Psalms 107-150)

PSALM 73
1.  Psalm 73 is written from the perspective of (a) one who is currently having doubts (b) one who has had doubts but has resolved them (c) one who has had doubts and currently has no answer.

2.  To whom is God good (73:1)?  Compare this to Romans 8:28.
3.  What does Asaph admit about himself (73:2)?  

4.  Why did this happen (73:3-4)?

5.  Summarize what he saw in the wicked that troubled him.

v.  3, 13

v. 4-5, 12

v. 6-7, 10


v. 8-9, 11

6.  When the Psalmist observed the life of the wicked, how did he view his life of righteousness (73:13)?  Is it possible for us to be tempted this way today?
7.  In contrast to the apparent easy, full & satisfying life of the wicked, what did the Psalmist experience (73:14)?
8.  How did the Psalmist handle his doubts (73:15-17)?

9.  When can it be difficult to understand truth (73:16)?

10.  What was the solution that changed his perspective (73:17, 18-20)?
11.  Consider again the life of the wicked as described in 73:3-13.  Compare the way the Psalmist looked at them here with Numbers 11:4-6.  How does temptation work to deceive us according to these passages?
12.  When the Psalmist realizes his error, how does he describe himself (73:21-22)?
13.  How does the Psalmist find comfort & strength in God (73:23-24)?  Compare Romans 15:4.
14.  How has his perspective now changed (73:25-26)?

15.  What will happen to all who depart from God (73:27)?

16.  In contrast to departing from God, what did the Psalmist now see as good (73:28)?

PSALM 74
17.  What terrible thing has happened in Psalm 74 (74:3b, 6-7)?
18.  How does the Psalmist feel about this situation (74:1)?  Is this feeling accurate?

19.  What does the Psalmist mention to God (74:2)?  Why?

20.  In addition to pillaging the sanctuary, what else had the enemy done (74:8)?

21.  What also caused the Psalmist despair (74:9-11)?  Why?

22.  When facing such tragic times, how did the Psalmist handle it (74:12)?

23.  What salvation from the past gave hope for the present (74:13a)?

24.  What is meant by sea monsters being food for the inhabitants of the wilderness (74:13b-14)?
25.  What did God provide for His people in 74:15?

26.  What borders of the earth did God set (74:16-17)?
27.  What three things does the Psalmist call God to remember?


v. 18


v. 19


v. 20

28.  This Psalm starts with distressed, dismay & confusion (74:1-11), progresses through faith in God's might, mercy, and faithfulness (74:12-20), and ends with a plea for deliverance (74:21-23).  What can we learn from this about prayer & how to handle problems in our lives?

PSALM 75
29.  The foreword describes this Psalm as set to "Al-tashheth" or "Destroy not."  What can we learn about this Psalm from this?
30.  For what does Asaph give thanks in verse (75:1)?  Explain.
31.  Who is now speaking in 75:2-3?
32.  When would God administer justice (75:2)?
33.  What would happen if God withdrew His power from the earth and its inhabitants (75:3; cp. Acts 17:28)?

34.  What is meant by God setting up the pillars of the earth (75:3; cp. Col. 1:17)?
35.  What is represented by a "horn" (75:4-5, 10)?
36.  What attitude(s) do the wicked have (75:4-5)?
37.  Where do men look for "lifting up" (75:6)?  Where should they look (75:7)?
38.  What is represented by the cup in Jehovah's hand that the wicked will drink the dregs of (75:8)?
39.  Why is God praised in 75:9?

40.  Who will God cut off (75:10)?  Who will God exalt?
PSALM 76
NOTES:  (A)  Some attribute the occasion of this Psalm to the defeat of the Assyrians in 2 Kings 18-19 during the time of Hezekiah.  (B)  Salem was the ancient name of Jebus, afterward called Jerusalem.  Salem means "peace".  The Jebusites were Canaanites that possessed the city before David.  (C)  Zion was originally the fortress of the Canaanites, which term later was used to refer to all of Jerusalem and even the nation.
41.  What distinctive things were in the nation of Judah, which is also called Israel, Salem, and Zion (76:1-2)?
42.  What did God do there (76:3)?  (Cp. 2 Kings 19:35)
43.  What did this great deliverance cause Asaph to express (76:4)?

44.  What is a stouthearted person (76:5)?  What happened to these?

45.  What is meant by the men of might not finding their hands (76:5)?

46.  Who brought this about (76:6)?
47.  In Psalm 76:7 the Hebrew is emphatic (attah nora attah), "Thou art terrible; thou art."  Consider for a moment God being angry (76:7).  Why would He be and who could face Him?

48.  When the great boasting of Sennacherib, who carried terror, dismay and desolation every where, was confronted with God's judgment which destroyed 185,000 men in a moment - what was the response of men (76:8)?
49.  Who were the meek in this context (76:9)?
50.  In what way would the wrath and rage of man serve to bring praise to God (76:10)?  (Cp. Exodus 9:13-16)

51.  Based on this, what did the Psalmist urge all to do (76:11)?
52.  (T) (F)  Fear does not help people draw closer to God (76:11).
53.  In the middle of their victorious career, what can God do to princes and kings (76:12)?  (Cp. Revelation 17:14)
PSALM 77
54.  How does Asaph communicate with God here (77:1)?
55.  Why (77:2-4)?  How persistent was he in seeking God (77:2)?

56.  When facing such a troubling situation, what did Asaph do (76:5-9)?

57.  Why would remembering a "song in the night" be so troubling now (77:6)?

58.  How did the Psalmist view his current thoughts (77:10a)?

59.  What different approach did he now take (77:10b-15)?

60.  What is meant by "Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary" (7:13)?

61.  What waters were afraid of God (77:16)?

62.  To what event does Asaph refer in 77:17-18 (cp. Ex. 19:16)?
63.  Drawing from the two previous events, Asaph now illustrates God's ways and compares them to water (77:19).  Explain what this means.
64.  What comforting conclusion is drawn from their history (77:20)?

PSALM 78:1-33
65.  What did God expect of His people (78:1)?
66.  In what way would God speak (78:2)?  What does Matt. 13:35 say about this?
67.  What should be done with God's word (78:4, 5, 6)?  Why (78:7)?

68.  What happens when people do not set their hope in God & forget His works (78:8)?
69.  What tribe of Israel serves as an example of those who forgot God's works, obeyed not His commandments, and set not their heart aright (78:9)?

70.  What trait(s) did Ephraim show that are criticized (78:9-11)?
NOTE:  Ephraim was one of the largest of the tribes of Israel, and sometimes used as the name for the ten tribes, the northern kingdom.  The first king of the northern ten tribes was Jeroboam who was from Ephraim (1 Kings 11:26) and who apostatized out of fear & envy of Judah (1 Kings 12).  Basically, this Psalm expresses the idea that Ephraim, though armed, had turned back from what God wanted them to do in siding with Judah.  Isaiah describes how under King Pekah, the northern tribes joined with Syrians against Judah, again due to envy (Isaiah 7:2, 5, 8-9, 17; 11:13; 28:1; 2 Kings 15:37) in approximately 732 BC.
NOTE:  Zoan is in Egypt, and was its ancient capital (Num. 13:22; Isa. 19:11).
71.  What did Ephraim see in Egypt (78:12-13, 14, 15-16)?
72.  In spite of direct evidence from God, what sins did they commit (78:17-20)?
73.  What angers God (78:21)?

74.  When the people sinned, what did it show (78:22)?

75.  Even so, what did God do (78:23-25)?
76.  Manna is described as food from Heaven & the bread of __________ (78:25).  What do other translations describe the bread as?  Look up the word in Strong's or a Hebrew dictionary.
77.  In addition to this, what did God provide (78:26-28)?

78.  In what way did they sin regarding these things (78:29-31)?

79.  Why should we be careful what we ask for?

80.  Even though God punished them for their sins, what did they go on to do (78:32)?  What resulted (78:33)?
PSALM 78:34-72

81.  When did they seek God (78:34-35)?

82.  How sincere were they (78:36-37)?  What is involved in flattery?
83.  What did God do many times (78:38)?  Why?
84.  What additional reason caused God to be patient (78:39)?

85.  What grieves God (78:40)?

86.  How did they tempt God (78:41-42)?

87.  In what way were the plagues on Egypt signs & wonders (78:43-51)?


(Cp. Ex. 12:12)
88.  What is meant by "A sending of angels of evil" (78:49)?
89.  Is there ever a time when God will not spare (78:50)?
90.  From whom were the Egyptians descended (78:51)?

91.  How did God treat Israel (78:52-53)?
92.  What events are described?


78:53


78:54-55

93.  In spite of all the good God had shown them, what did they do (78:56-57)?
94.  What examples does Asaph list of Israel's sins (78:58)?

95.  How did God view Israel when they sinned (78:59)?

96.  What resulted (78:60-64)?

NOTE:  During the conquest of Canaan, the tabernacle was initially in the camp of the people which was at Gilgal (Josh. 4:19; 5:8-10; 6:14; cp. Num. 1:52-2:34).  After the conquest, the Tabernacle was brought to Shiloh, in the hill country of Ephraim (Josh. 18:1).  It continued here for about 300 years, through the time of the Judges (Judges 21:19).  When Samuel was young the ark was taken into battle against the Philistines & was captured (1 Samuel 4:1-11).  The ark was in the hands of the Philistines for seven months before it was returned (1 Sam. 6:1) and brought to Kiriath-jearim of Judah for 20 years (1 Sam. 6:21-7:2).  Some suspect that this was when the tabernacle was moved, but the exact time is unclear.

What we find is that King Saul moved the Tabernacle to Nob, near his home town of Gibeah, for this is where he massacred the priests for helping David (1 Samuel 21-22).  After this it was moved to Gibeon until Solomon's time (1 Chron. 16:39; 21:29; 2 Chron. 1:3, 13).

Kiriath-jearim, where the ark resided, was called by several names (Josh. 15:9, 60; 1Chron. 13:6), but it was from here that David tried to bring the ark up on a new cart (2 Sam. 6:3).  After this failed, it was three months later that David brought the ark up to Jerusalem the correct way (2 Sam. 6:10-11ff).

96.  After Saul's time what happened to the tabernacle at Shiloh (78:60)?  Did it ever return to Shiloh?
97.  In what way did God deliver his strength into captivity & His glory into the adversary's hand (78:61)?
98.  Into whose hands did He deliver His people (78:62; 1 Sam. 4:2)?  Why (1 Sam. 3:12-14; 4:11, 18)?
99.  At this point, God is described as awaking out of sleep, drinking "wine" and giving a war cry (78:65-66).  There are three main words in the Hebrew for wine:


Tirsoh - Is translated "wine" or "new wine".  It refers mainly to fresh grape juice, 



and only rarely does it refer to fermented wine.

Yayin - Is translated "wine".  It refers mainly to fermented wine, but 




occasionally means fresh grape juice.


Shakar - Is translated as "strong wine", referring to being tipsy or intoxicated.  It 


is considered by some to be made from dates.


The word "wine" in Psalm 78:65 is "yayin".  Consider that while its main use is intoxicants, it can be used to refer to new wine / grape juice as when Jacob brought "yayin" to his father (Gen. 27:25) and his father, speaking of the produce of the earth and blessings from God, called it "tirosh" (Gen. 27:28).  Since intoxicants are consistently condemned and forbidden under the Old Testament (Prov. 23:29-35), how is the word "yayin" in Psalm 78:65 used here?  Is this passage showing approval for drinking alcohol?  Did God get intoxicated?  Explain.
100.  Why does the text say that God refused the tent of "Joseph" (78:67)?
101.  What tribe did He choose (78:68)?  For what purpose (78:69)?
102.  Whom did God choose (78:70-72)?  From where & for what purpose?
103.  What can we learn about dealing with doubts from this Psalm?
104.  What can we learn about the heart from this Psalm (78:7-8,10,22,29-30,37,72)?
105.  What act of God is NOT included in Psalm 78?

a.  Parting the Red Sea


e.  Bringing the ark to Solomon's Temple


b.  Bringing water from rocks

f.  Providing flesh of birds


c.  Raining manna from heaven
g.  Allowing the Philistines to take the ark 


d.  Sending plaques upon Egypt
h.  Defeat of the Philistines

PSALM 79
106.  What city was destroyed in Psalm 79?
107.  How bad was the situation (79:2-3)?
108.  In addition to the city, temple & deaths; what also resulted (79:4)?

109.  What did the Palmist understand about the reason for this (79:5)?

110.  Who did the Psalmist say deserved God's wrath more than Jerusalem (79:6)?  Why (79:7)?

111.  What did Asaph ask for (79:8)?

112.  What reason did Asaph give as to why God should help them (79:9-10, 12)?

113.  Has God ever listened to such a reason before (cp. Ex. 32:11-14; 2 Kings 19)?

114.  What additional reasons does Asaph give for why God should listen (79:11, 13)?
PSALM 80 
115.  How is God described (80:1)?
116.  What are Cherubim?  Why is God depicted as sitting above them (80:1)?

117.  Why does Asaph speak of Israel & Joseph, Ephraim, Benjamin & Manasseh (80:1-2).  How are these used here?

118.  How do verses 4-6 help us to understand the occasion of this Psalm?
119.  What expression is used to describe God's favor and blessing (80:7)?
120.  How is their history summarized (80:8-10)?

121.  What boundaries did it have (80:11)?

122.  Consider how this illustration is used in 80:12-13, 16.  What has happened?
123.  To what does the Psalmist appeal in God (80:14-15)?
124.  For what does Asaph ask (80:17)?  To whom does this apply?

125.  What assurance does Asaph give to God (80:18-19)?
PSALM 81
126.  (T) (F)  Musical instruments were used in worship to God in the Old Testament 





(81:1-3).
127.  If instruments were acceptable then, why are they not used today in worship?
128.  What other things in the passage were done in Old Testament times that are not done today (81:1-3)?
129.  The giving of ordinances by God is connected with what event (81:4-5)?
130.  When Israel was in Egypt & heard a language they did not know (81:5); what did God do for Israel (81:6-7a)?

131.  What did God do at Meribah (81:7b)?

132.  As God calls Israel to listen, what condition or plea does God make (81:8)?

133.  What did God expect of His people (81:9)?  Why (81:10)?

134.  What is meant by "Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it" (81:10b)?

135.  What did the people do (81:11)?

136.  What did God do (81:12)?  Why is it dangerous for man to do this?
137.  What does it mean to hearken unto God (81:13)?

138.  What would God do if they listened to Him (81:14-15, 16)?
139.  How does this Psalm fit with & answer the question raised in Psalms 79 and 80?
PSALM 82 
NOTE:  The exact timing of this Psalm is unclear.  Some believe it was written when Jehoshaphat (a king of Judah in 873-849 BC) worked to turn the people back to God.  Second Chronicles 19:5-7 specifically notes that he set judges in the land & admonished them to judge justly.  Regardless of the specific time frame, Psalm 82 is a warning against corruption & an affirmation of God's rule.
140.  Why is it important for judges to remember that God sees & judges them (82:1)?
141.  How were the Old Testament people described (82:1, 6)?  Why (John 10:34)?
142.  What were these judges doing wrong (82:2)?
143.  What should they be doing instead (82:3-4)?

144.  How are the judges described here (82:5)?  Why are they described as "foundations"?

145.  Even though these men were in positions of authority & power (82:6), what would happen to them like everyone else (82:7)?  How should this affect them?

146.  The Psalmist concludes with an appeal to the Great Judge of all (82:8).  What is prophesied of in verse 8?

PSALM 83
NOTE:  The historical occasion of this Psalm is probably 2 Chronicles 20:1-30, when Jehoshaphat was confronted by a large coalition of enemies.  God turned these allies against each other, so that Judah did not even have to fight.  It took three days to recover the spoil from those who died.
147.  Why does the Psalmist ask God to act (83:1-4)?
148.  Why are the people described as "hidden ones" (83:3; cp Ps 27:5; 91:1)?

149.  What was especially distressing about this occasion (83:3, 5, 6-8)?
150.  What historically happened to the Midianites (83:9a, 10; Judges 7:21-22)?

151.  What historically happened to Sisera, Captain of the army of Jabin, king of Canaan (83:9b; Judges 4:15)?

152.  Who were Oreb & Zeeb (83:11a; Judges 7:24-25)?  Zebah & Zalmunna (83:11b; Judges 8:10-21)?
153.  What had all of these planed (83:12) but failed to accomplish?
154.  What do verses 13-14 illustrate?
155.  While the Psalmist prayed for deliverance from enemies (83:15-17), was it possible for these enemies to learn anything from their defeat (83:16b, 18)?

PSALM 84
NOTE:  The foreword notes this as a Psalm of the sons of Korah.  This person was one of the chief rebels against Moses and Aaron (Korah, Dathan, and Abiram), who made an insurrection; and the earth opened, and swallowed them (Num. 16:31-32.  The children of Dathan and Abiram perished with their fathers; but the children of Korah were spared in that they distanced themselves from Korah when Moses gave them the opportunity to escape (Num. 26:11).  The family of Korah continued & it appears from 1 Chron. 26:1-19 that they were still employed about the temple as porters or keepers of the doors. They were also singers in the temple (2 Chron. 20:19).  Korah's family made a choice to follow God, not their father.  A choice that affected generations that followed!
156.  In your own words, explain Psalm 84:1-2.
157.  What do the sparrow & swallow illustrate about the Psalmist's relationship with God (84:3-4)?  Do we think of God & His service in the same way today?
158.  How is the blessed man strong in God (84:5)?

NOTE:  When Israel subdued the land of Canaan, a messenger of God came to Bochim (literally "weepers") to reaffirm God's covenant with the people if they would listen (Judges 2:1-6).  The people wept there (which is why this place became known as the valley of weeping), sacrificed to God and departed to their respective possessions.

159.  How is Bochim used in Psalm 84:6?  Based on it's history, blessing would be connected with what?
160.  What does going "from strength to strength" mean (84:7)?  (cp. Rom. 1:16-17)
161.  The Psalmist asks God to be a shield for the nation and to favor "thine anointed" (84:8-9).  How is "anointed" used here? (cp 1 Sam. 6:12)
162.  What was the attitude of the Psalmist towards serving God (84:10)?
163.  How is God described (84:11)?

164.  Who is the blessed man (84:12)?

PSALM 85
165.  Based on the first three verses, when do you think this Psalm was written?  Explain.
166.  How did sin affect their relationship with God (85:1-3)?
167.  As the psalmist seeks mercy, life & loving-kindness from God (85:4-7); what twofold affirmation did the Psalmist have in connection with this hope (85:8)?
168.  Who is God's salvation near (85:9)?  Explain what this means.
169.  How are mercy & truth connected (85:10)?  How do many today view mercy in relation to truth.
170.  How are righteousness & peace connected (85:10)?  How do many today view righteousness in relation to peace?
171.  What is illustrated by mercy & truth meeting, righteousness & peace greeting as friends, the earth bringing forth truth, & righteousness from heaven (85:10-12)?

172.  What is God's righteousness depicted as doing (85:13)?
173.  What do God's footsteps create (85:13)?

174.  When you consider the blessed time of forgiveness, mercy & truth - what is this Psalm a type or foreshadowing of?

PSALM 86
175.  Who authored this Psalm (86 foreword)?
176.  What did David believe about his relationship with God (86:2)?  Explain.
177.  Did his confidence in being right with God mean he was blind to his own sins (86:3-5)?
178.  What does it mean to "call upon" God (86:5)?
179.  Does God answer prayer (86:6-7)?
180.  What two ways is God different (86:8)?
181.  Who made all nations (86:9)?

A.  Great men.


B.  Great armies.


C.  God.


D.  Idols.

182.  Why will all nations worship God (86:9-10)?
183.  What did David understand about how God interacted with man (86:11)?  What response is required in man?
184.  Explain what "unite my heart to fear thy name" means (86:11).

185.  Psalm 86:12-13, "I will ____________  thee, O Lord ______  God, with my 
__________  __________; And I will ____________ thy name for evermore.   For great is 
thy lovingkindness toward _________; And thou hast _____________  my soul from the 
lowest Sheol."
186.  What traits did David identify in those who troubled him (86:14)?
187.  How does knowing God's character give us hope (86:15-16)?
188.  What was the "token for good" that David asks for (86:17)?

189.  Where did David turn when he needed comfort (86:17)?  Where do we turn?
PSALM 87
NOTE:  Jerusalem was founded on the mountains of Zion and Moriah.  After the population increased additional hills were included.  While not expressly stated, some link this brief Psalm to the rebuilding of Jerusalem after the release from Babylon.  It may also fit with when God delivered Hezekiah from the Assyrians.
190.  Of all the places in Israel, God chose what location for His temple (87:1-2)?
191.  What also happened at Mount Moriah in Genesis 22:2?
192.  Glorious things are spoken of this city (Psalm 87:3).  What things were predicted in Isaiah 2:2-4 and in Isaiah 37:32?
193.  In verse 4, who is called "Rahab" (cp. Isaiah 30:7; 51:9)?

194.  In Psalm 87:4, "great" nations know of God and speak of those who are born in the place this Psalm focuses on.  What place is in mind (87:5-6)?
195.  What personal honor is repeatedly emphasized in Psalm 87?  (Compare Phil. 3:20, Hebrews 12:22 & Rev. 14:1)
PSALM 88
NOTE:  The foreword names Heman and Ethan, these were probably David's singers (1 Chron. 6:18,33; 15:17) of the family of Kohath. 
196.  What did the Psalmist earnestly desire (88:2)?  What evidence of this desire is given (88:1)?
197.  How serious was the situation the Psalmist faced (88:3-7)?
198.  How did others respond in his time of difficulty (88:8, 18)?
199.  What does the Psalmist appeal to in God to support his request (88:10-12)?
200.  What cannot be done in this world when a man goes to the grave (88:11)?

201.  Even in the depth of despair, what does the Psalmist reaffirm (88:13)?
202.  When we face difficulties in life & see no way out, how might this affect how we think & feel about our relationship with God (88:14-17)?
203.  Psalm 88 (a) begins with hope and ends with despair.  (b)  begins with despair and ends with hope.  (c) begins & ends with despair.
PSALM 89

NOTE:  This Psalm was probably composed during the Babylonian captivity.  It starts by affirming God's mercy & faithfulness (89:1-2), continues by remembering the covenant & promises of God with David's house (89:3-37), then concludes with complaints that the kingdom is overthrown & the royal family ruined (89:38-51).
204.  In spite of what the Psalmist was currently facing, what did he determine to do (89:1)?


205.  Was this different from what he had done previously (89:2)?  What does this show about the Psalmist, even as he faces troubled times?
206.  What did God promise to David (89:3-4)?

207.  While David was King of Israel, what is he called in relation to God (89:3)?

208.  The Psalmist speaks of God as being praise worthy (89:5), mighty (89:6, 8), wise in council (89:7), powerful (89:9), ruling nations (89:10-13), excellent in character (89:14) & a cause of joy (89:15-18).  In troublesome times, why is it important to remember these things about God?
209.  Is there any among the heavenly hosts like to God & is there anyone among men like God (89:6)?
NOTE:  Egypt is sometimes called Rahab (89:10; Isaiah 30:7; 51:9).  Egypt is mentioned here because it played a significant role in Judah's rebellion against God - in that Judah often trusted in and even made alliances with Egypt, rather than doing what God said.

As Assyria weakened, Egypt took control of Assyrian territory up to the Euphrates river.  This is when King Josiah died at Megiddo (2 Kings 23:28-30).  Jehoahaz reigned in Jerusalem for 3 months until Egypt removed him and made Eliakim (aka Jehoiakim) king (2 Kings 23:31-35).

Jehoiakim reigned 11 years (2 Kings 23:36).  Nebuchadnezzar subjugated him around 606 BC.  He rebelled for three years (2 Kings 24:1) turning to Egypt for support.  Babylon returned in a second time in 597 BC, and Jehoiakim died during the siege with his son Jehoaichin reigning in his place for three months.  Around this time Babylon not only took Jerusalem, but they pushed Egypt back as well (2 Kings 24:2-16).

At that time Nebuchadnezzar appointed Mattaniah (aka Zedekiah) to rule over Judah (2 Kings 24:17).  After nine years, Zedekiah ignored Jeremiah’s warnings.  He joined a coalition with Edom, Moab, Ammon and Phoenicia in rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kings 25:1; Jeremiah 27:1-3).  Jerusalem fell to Nebuchadnezzar  in 586 B.C., and Zedekiah was taken captive to Babylon after seeing his sons killed before him and then having his eyes plucked out (2 Kings 25:7).  At this time Jerusalem was laid to waste, the temple destroyed and all the houses burned. The majority of the Jewish people were taken captive, but, again, Nebuchadnezzar left a remnant of poor people to serve as farmers and vinedressers (2 Kings 25:12).


The first governor appointed by Babylon was Gedaliah of Judea; he encouraged many Jews who had fled to surrounding countries such as Moab, Ammon, Edom, to return, and took steps to return the country to prosperity. Some time afterwards, however – a surviving member of the royal family assassinated Gedaliah and his Babylonian advisors, prompting a rush of refugees seeking safety in Egypt.  Eventually Nebuchadnezzar came to Egypt and asserted his control over them as well.
210.  Who founded the universe (89:11-12)?
211.  What qualities are the foundation of His throne (89:14)?  What two heralds go before His face (89:14)?
212.  Who can rejoice in God (89:15)?  What will God do for them (89:16-18)?
213.  What are those who walk in the light of His council called (89:19)?
214.  What is connected with David being chosen (89:19-21)?
215.  What relationship would David have with God (89:27)?
216.  Jehovah's Witnesses teach that since Jesus is "the firstborn of all creation" (Col.1:15), that this means He is the first created.  How does Psalm 89:27 help refute this false doctrine?
217.  Sometimes God's promises are _______________________ (Psalm 89:30-31) and at other times they are __________________________ (Psalm 89:35).

218.  Why might the Psalmist feel that these promises had failed - the covenant & crown profaned (89:38-51)?
219.  Even as he pleas in despair, what did the Psalmist understand about these troubles (89:46)?
220.  On what basis did he plead with God in 89:47-48?
NOTE:  "They have reproached the footsteps of thine anointed" (89:51) describes the mockery by their enemies for the apparently vain hope Judah had in the lineage of David.  That is, when Babylon took them over what hope could they have in a defeated king?  
221.  How could they have hope in the lineage of David when David's lineage was repeatedly disobedient to God and subjugated by foreign powers?
222.  Consider also the mockery of people in the New Testament times concerning the return of Christ (2 Peter 3:4).  Why should we have faith even though almost 2000 years have passed since the time of Christ?
223.  Summarize how the Psalmist felt at the time of writing.  Now consider the last verse (89:52).  Compare this to Job 1:20-21.
