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FIRST PRINCIPLES:
LAYING ON OF HANDS
dwh
Continuing our study of “the basics of basics
of the word of God” (Heb. 5:12-13) we now look at
the “laying on of hands” (6:2). At first glance, one
may wonder what place this has in the “first
principles”. After all, what place does “laying on of
hands” have in our lives today? But if we take a look
at it’s role in the first century, we will quickly learn
why this is among “the basics” of the gospel.
In the middle of the first century, disciples
had access to the Septuagint, a Greek translation of
the Hebrew Old Testament. Yet, at least initially,
there was only limited access to the writings of
apostles and prophets of the New Testament. They
had no copy machines, no printing press and no quick
way to ship copies great distances. Every letter had
to be carefully written and copied by hand, and then
delivered by hand. This does not mean that there
were no copies made, but they took time to make and
to spread.
This is where the “laying on of hands”
demonstrates God’s great wisdom. For, “through the
laying on of the apostles hands the Holy Spirit was
given” (Acts 8:18). What this means is that the
apostles were authorized to give others spiritual
gifts.
There are no other passages that
demonstrate anyone other than the apostles doing
this.
The gifts that the Spirit gave include a
range of things. These were: The word of wisdom,
the word of knowledge, faith (in a miraculous sense),
gifts of healings, powers, prophecy, discerning of
spirits, other languages, and interpretation of other
languages (1 Cor.,12:4-11). These gifts were not
given just to heal all of mankind’s diseases or to
impress onlookers with fancy shows. These gifts
were given for two specific purposes: (1) to reveal

God’s word (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13) and (2) to give
clear proof that this new message was from God
(Mark 16:20; Acts 14:3; Heb. 2:3-4).
With these miraculous gifts the apostles and
prophets of the first century had direct access to
God’s will (1 Cor. 2:12-13). Thus, while the gospels, the
book of Acts, and the epistles were being written
(Eph. 3:3-4), shared, copied (Col. 4:16; Rev. 1:4) and
spread abroad; the saints could fill in the pieces of
the puzzle that they did not yet have in writing.
Paul even describes these revelations,
prophecies and miraculously delivered pieces of
knowledge as “parts” of the “whole” or “perfect”
message of God (1 Cor. 13:9-10). And, it is in this
same passage that Paul fully describes the process of
revelation and its ultimate goal.
Paul speaks of knowing and prophesying “in
part” (v. 9) and of the “perfect” that would come. If
the parts are revelations of God’s will, what is the
whole? It will be made up of the same thing that the
parts are, so it is the completed revelation of God.
Hence, Paul says that the “parts” (prophecies and
revelations of knowledge) would cease (v. 8) when the
completed revelation was given.
Paul illustrates this point in several ways. He
compares it to being a child who grows up to manhood.
When this happens, the man “puts away childish
things” (v. 11). Then, Paul compares this to looking in a
mirror. Their mirrors were made of bronze which
gave only a dark reflection, hence in Paul’s day the
“see in a mirror, darkly” (the partial revelations and
prophecies), but then face to face (the completion of
God’s revelation) (v. 12). To relate Paul’s point to our
day, we can compare the “parts” and the “perfect” to a
puzzle. You begin with the first piece, then the next,
and so on. Eventually, when you have all the pieces in
place and the puzzle is completed, you will not need
any more parts. This is exactly what Paul is saying
here.
Thus, the only question that remains is:
“When was the revelation of God completed?”
According to John 16:13, the Spirit of Truth would
come to the apostles and guide them into “ALL the
truth.” Hence, it had to be in the lifetime of the
apostles. I know that this is not a specific date, but it
does set a limit on the miraculous work of the Spirit,
which is in harmony with what Paul wrote in 1
Corinthians 13. Beyond that, we must respect that
there are some things we do not know every detail of

(Deut. 29:29). But, we can confidently say that we
(as those of the first century) “have all things that
pertain unto life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3).
Everything we need to know about how to live
pleasing to God has been revealed to us. Also, we
may boldly say with Paul that “all scripture is
inspired of God and profitable... that the man of God
may be made complete, furnished completely unto
every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). After all, if “all
truth” has not been revealed yet, then the Holy
Spirit failed to give it all to the apostles and Jesus
was wrong when we said it would be accomplished.
Who will believe that? Only one who does not have
their faith grounded properly in the sure promises
of God.
Thus, the laying on of hands is very
important and very much part of the “first
principles” of God. Without it, the first century
saints would have had a difficult time in knowing
God’s will as completely and easily as we can today.
So, the question is: “Do you place as much
importance on knowing God’s word as God does?”
That is, after all, the whole point of the “laying on of
hands”.
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