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Acts 8-9

ACTS 8-9
I.  JERUSALEM  (Acts 1:1 - 8:4)

II.  JUDEA & SAMARIA (Acts 8:5 - 12:25)


A.  The Gospel In Samaria (8:5-13)


B.  Simon – An Erring Christian (8:14-25)


C.  Ethiopian Eunuch’s Conversion (8:26-40)


D.  Saul’s Conversion (9:1-19a)


E.  Saul’s Preaching (9:19b-25, 26-31)


F.  Peter at Lydda & Joppa (9:32-43)

III.  THE END OF THE EARTH  (Acts 13:1 - 28:31)

QUESTIONS FOR ACTS 8:5-13   The Gospel In Samaria

1.  Where did Philip go down to (8:5)?  How does this fit with Christ’s plan for the gospel (Acts 1:8)?
2.  What did he proclaim unto them (8:5)?  What did this include (8:12)?

3.  What was the purpose of signs (8:6, 7-8)?
4.  (T) (F)  It is impossible for multitudes to ever be with one accord (8:6).
5.  What did Simon formerly do (8:9)?  What did he sell himself as / seem like in the eyes of others?
6.  The word translated “sorcery” in Acts 8:9,11 is literally defined as “magic”.  What kind of practices today would be like this?

7.  Is it possible for people to believe in a false miracle and claim it is from God (8:9-10)?
8.  What three things are specifically included in preaching the “good tidings” (8:12)?

9.  Was Simon saved (8:13)?  Explain.
10.  How did the miracles affect him who practiced sorcery (8:13)?

QUESTIONS FOR ACTS  8:14-25   Simon – An Erring Christian
11.  Why were Peter & John sent to Samaria (8:14)?

12.  What did they do when they arrived (8:15-16)?

13.  After Pentecost, how did others receive the Holy Spirit (8:16-18)?

14.  What did Simon do when he saw this (8:18-19)?
15.  From Peter’s first statement (8:20), what do we know about Simon’s actions?

16.  From Peter’s second statement (8:21), what do we know about Simon’s heart?

17.  (T) (F)  Peter sinned in judging Simon’s heart.

18.  Is it wrong to judge motives today or must one be inspired to do this?  Explain.
19.  If someone offered you money to be able to be an elder in the church, how would you respond?
20.  What did Peter tell Simon to do as a Christian who sinned (8:22)?
21.  (T) (F)  Peter was wrong to describe Simon’s behavior as wicked (8:22).

22.  What does it mean to be in the gall of bitterness & the bond of iniquity (8:23)?

23.  What was Simon’s response to Peter (8:24)?


a.  He told Peter off


b.  He accused Peter of judging his motives


c.  He humbly asked to be prayed for

24.  What is the necessarily implied outcome to Simon’s case?  Why is it necessarily implied?

25.  Whose word did the apostles speak (8:25)?


a.  Their own opinions


b.  The traditions of the elders


c.  The word of the Lord
QUESTIONS FOR ACTS 8:26-40   Ethiopian Eunuch’s Conversion
26.  Where did an angel tell Philip to Go (8:26)?
27.  Who did he meet (8:27)?

28.  What does “reading the prophet Isaiah” mean (8:28)?

29.  When the Spirit told Philip to go, what did Philip do (8:29-30a)?

a.  Ran away


b.  Delayed


c.  Ran to him


d.  Objected because he was black

30.  When Philip heard the Eunuch reading scripture, what did he do (8:30)?
31.  Did the Eunuch take offense at this question (8:31)?  Explain why or why not.

32.  What passage was the Eunuch reading (8:32-33)?
33.  What did the Eunuch ask (8:34)?  To whom did Philip apply this passage (8:35)?

35.  What is involved in preaching Jesus (8:35, 36-38)?

36.  What was the Eunuch’s attitude towards baptism (8:36)?

37.  What two steps preceded baptism in water (8:37)?

38.  Some versions exclude verse 37 from this account.  How can we know whether Acts 8:37 is inspired or not?
39.  What action fits baptism (8:38)?  Sprinkling, pouring or immersion?  Explain.
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40.  From the context, what is meant by “the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip” (8:39)?
41.  What place do feelings have in religion (8:39)?


a.  No place


b.  The source of faith


c. The result of faith
42.  Locate Azotus & Caeseria on the map (8:40).
QUESTIONS FOR ACTS 9:1-19a  Saul’s Conversion (9:1-19a)
43.  What is meant by Saul "breathing" threatening & slaughter (9:1)?  To whom did he go for authority to accomplish this?
44.  Where is Damascus on the map (9:2)?

45.  What happened as he drew near Damascus (9:3)?

46.  What did a voice say to him (9:4)?  Who was speaking to Saul (9:5)?
47.  When a person harms the church (8:3; 9:1), who are they really attacking (9:5)?  Explain why this is.
48.  Saul was told to arise, enter the city, where he would be ________ what he ________  

_____ (9:6).

49.  What was Saul later told that he must do (9:6; 22:15-16)?

50.  How does this prove that Saul was not saved at the time he saw Jesus in a vision?
51.  What did the men with Saul perceive during this event (9:7)?

52.  Does Acts 9:7 contradict Acts 22:9?  Explain.

53.  As a result of this vision, Saul was ______ (9:8).
54.  Some teach that Saul was saved on the road to Damascus.  How does Acts 9:9 help refute this error?

55.  Among the disciples at Damascus (that Saul was coming to persecute) was one
named ______________  (9:10).  How does Saul later describe him (Acts 22:12)?

56.  How did Ananias respond when the Lord appeared to him in a vision in verse 10?
57.  As Jesus told Ananias to go meet Saul, what was Saul doing (9:11)?

58.  What had Jesus communicated to Saul (9:12)?
59.  Why did Ananias object to what the Lord said (9:13-14)?
60.  Was he wrong to question the Lord's instructions (9:13-14)?

61.  How did the Lord respond to Ananias' question (9:15-16)?

62.  Do we always understand the reason behind the Lord's instructions?  Do we always agree with what the Lord says?  Does this change the need to obey Him?

63.  For what was Saul chosen (9:15)?  Would this be an easy job for Saul (9:16)?
64.  Even with Ananias' concern about Saul's motives & behavior, what did he do (9:17)?

65.  Some believe Ananias called Saul "brother" (9:17) because Saul was saved.  For example, the Methodist commentator Adam Clark said he was called brother because "the Head of the Church had adopted Saul into the heavenly family".  Albert Barnes, the Presbyterian theologian, said this was "An expression recognizing him as a fellow-Christian."  Does this prove Saul was saved at or before this time?  Explain.

66.  Explain why Ananias laid hands on Saul (9:17).  Does this prove Ananias was another apostle, passing on gifts of the Holy Spirit?  Explain.  (Compare Gal. 1:1,11-12)
67.  What happened when Ananias laid hands on Saul (9:18a; 22:13)?  What did Ananias say at this point (22:14-16)?

68.  What was Saul's response (9:18b)?  How does this compare to the common response of people today?
69.  Why was Saul fasting (9:9) & praying (9:11) before, but now taking food (9:19)?  What caused this change?
QUESTIONS FOR ACTS 9:19b-25, 26-31   Saul’s Preaching

70.  How long was it until Saul proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues of Damascus            (9:19b-20)?  What did he proclaim about Him?
71.  What amazed the listeners about this (9:21)?
72.  In what way did Saul increase in strength (9:22)?
73.  What was involved in "confounding the Jews" and "proving" that Jesus is the Christ (9:22)?

74.  The Bible does not clarify whether the "many days" of Acts 9:23 was Saul's first time at Damascus or his second time (Gal. 1:17).  Either way, after many days, what was the reaction of the Jews in Damascus (9:23)?  Does this prove Saul was wrong in his "argumentative" approach to the Gospel?

75.  Where did Saul go to before returning to Damascus (Gal. 1:15-17)?

76.  When Saul escaped Damascus, how did God provide for his safety (9:24-25)?  Was this a miraculous escape?
76.  How long was it until he went to Jerusalem (Acts 9:26; Gal. 1:18)?  How long did he stay?
77.  What did Saul try to do at Jeruslaem (9:26)?  Why did he find this difficult?
78.  What does the fact that Saul, being a Christian, still had to "join himself to" the disciples in Jerusalem teach (9:26)?
79.  What can we learn from the disciples not believing Saul was a disciple (9:26)?
80.  Who helped Saul (9:27)?  How did he help him?
81.  What apostles were probably the only ones in Jerusalem at this time (Gal. 1:18-19)?
82.  With whom did he abide while there "going in and going out" (Acts 9:28; Gal. 1:18)?

83.  What did Saul do while he was there (9:29)?  Should we label Saul a trouble maker for this?
84.  Boldly (Acts 9:29) is defined as (Strong's 955) "to be frank in utterance, or confident in spirit and demeanor".  "Disputed" (Strong's 4802) means "to investigate jointly, i.e. discuss, controvert, cavil:--dispute (with), enquire, question (with), reason (together)."  Are most people today (even among brethren) willing to put up with this kind of teaching?
85.  When the brethren knew that the Jews sought to kill Saul, what did they do (9:30)?

a.  Acted like nothing was wrong, since it was none of their business.


b.  Told Saul he had it coming for being such an aggressive preacher.
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c.  Went with him to Caesarea to make sure of his safety.
86.  Where are Caesarea and Tarsus on the map?
87.  What three areas had now heard the gospel (9:31)?

88.  How is it that the church in these areas had peace & multiplied (9:31)?

89.  How can we have this kind of peace today?

QUESTIONS FOR ACTS 9:32-43   Peter at Lydda & Joppa

90.  What was Peter doing (9:32)?  Why?
91.  Where are Lydda & Joppa on the map (9:32, 35, 36)?
92.  How long had Aeneas been bed ridden (9:33)?  Why?
93.  How long did it take for him to be healed (9:34)?  Who healed him?
94.  What is necessarily implied by their seeing this man and turning to the Lord (9:35)?
95.  What was Tabitha's Greek name (9:36)?  What does her name mean?
96.  What things did Tabitha do with her life (9:36, 39)?

97.  When she fell sick & died, why did the disciples urgently call for Peter (9:37-38)?

98.  What did the widows show Peter as they wept (9:39)?  What did this demonstrate about Tabitha?

99.  What did Peter do (9:40)?  What happened?
100.  When he presented her alive, what resulted (9:41-42)?
101.  (T) (F) After this miracle, Peter stayed many days in Lydda with a tanner named 


Simon (9:43).
102.  Note that Peter kneeled to pray (9:40).  Is this a required position to pray in?  Explain.

