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Acts 15-18

ACTS 15:36-18:22

I.  JERUSALEM  (Acts 1:1 - 8:4)

II.  JUDEA & SAMARIA (Acts 8:5 - 12:25)

III.  THE END OF THE EARTH  (Acts 13:1 - 28:31)


A. The First Evangelistic Trip (13-14)


B.  The Debate Over Circumcision (Acts 15:1-35)


C.  The Second Evangelistic Trip (15:36-18:22).

 

1.  Province:  Syria
Antioch (Acts 15:35-41) 



2.  Province: Cilicia
(Acts 15:41)



3.  Province:  Galatia
Region:  Lyconia (cp. 14:6)
Derbe & Lystra (16:1-5) 



4.  Province:  Asia Minor
Region:  Phrygia (16:6) 







Region:  Mysia (16:7)

Troas (16:8-11) 



5.  Island:  Samo-thrace (Acts 16:11)



6.  Province:  Macedonia (16:9)
Neapolis (16:11)







Philippi (16:12-40)







Amphipolos & Appolonia (17:1)







Thessalonica (17:1-9)







Berea (17:10-14) 



7.  Province:  Achaia (Greece)
Athens (17:15-34)







Corinth (18:1-17)







Cenchrea (18:19-21)



8.  Province:  Judea

Caeseria (18:22)







Jerusalem (18:21-22)



9.  Province: Syria 

Antioch (18:22).

NOTE  1:
Companions:  Paul, Silas, Timothy, and Luke.



Time:  About three years (50-53 A.D.).



Distance:  2800-3000 miles.

NOTE 2:  Paul's came to Philippi in Acts 16 (A.D. 52).  His letter to the brethren there was written some 10 years later and informs us that the church has matured and now has elders and deacons (Phil. 1:1).  We note in this letter that the Philippians had been the first to support Paul and had continued to do so in Thessalonica and in Corinth (Phil. 1:3-5; 4:15-16; 2 Cor. 11:9).  Paul writes this letter to them while he was in prison in Rome, with the theme of "rejoice in the Lord" (Phil. 4:4-7). Following is a brief outline of the book:


Paul's Thankfulness For & Prayer For Philippians (Phil. 1:1-11).


The Single Mind Rejoices That The Gospel Is Preached (Phil. 1:12-30).


The Submissive Mind Will Work For Unity & Love (Phil. 2).


The Spiritual Mind Will Maintain Right Values (Phil. 3).


The Secure Mind Has Peace That Passes Understanding (Phil. 4).

NOTE 2:  In Acts 17, we read that Paul also worked in Thessalonica.  After establishing the church there and having to leave due to persecution (Acts 17:13-14), Silas & Timothy originally remained there a while longer.  Then, Paul sent word for them to come to Athens (Acts 17:15-16).  Acts skips their coming to Athens and shows Paul going to Corinth, but they evidently met Paul while he was still there and he then sent them back again to Thessalonica with a letter (1 Thess. 3:1-6) (51 A.D.).  It's theme was exhortation to continue faithfully in preparation for the coming of Christ (cf. 1 Thess. 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:16-17; 5:23).  We then read where Silas and Timothy again catch up to Paul while he was in Corinth (Acts 18:5).  A summary of the Thessalonian letter is:


Thanksgiving For Their Faith (1 Thess. 1).


Reflections On The Work & His Concerns For Them (1 Thess. 2 & 3).


Warning Against Impurity & For Watchfulness (1 Thess. 4:1 - 5:11).


General Exhortations (1 Thess. 5:12-28).


Shortly after the first letter to the Thessalonians, a second letter was sent.  This was due to some concerns over Christ's coming that had been stirred up at Thessalonica.  This letter was written in 52 A.D. from Corinth.  It's theme is that certain events must take place before Christ will come again; therefore, get back to work & do not live at the expense of others.


Thanksgiving For Their Perseverance In Midst Of Persecutions (2 Thess.1).


A Falling Away Must Occur Before Christ Returns (2 Thess. 2).


Request For Prayer & Exhortation To Discipline The Disorderly (2Thess.3).


Note the following ties between the events in Acts and these two epistles:  a reference to the opposition of the envious Jews (1 Thess. 2:2-6; Acts 17:5); the assault upon Jason's house (1 Thess. 1:6; 2:14; Acts 17:5-6); the activities of Silas and Timothy when they remained behind as Paul went on to Athens (1 Thess. 2:17-3:6; Acts 17:14-15).

NOTE 4:  While in Athens, Paul encountered various philosophers.   The Stoics were pantheists.  The believed that non-stoics lived like a dog tied to a cart, compelled to go where ever it lead; but that Stoics were able to amend their wills and be content regardless of circumstances.  They were also fatalists who denied the immortality of the soul.


The Epicureans' view of the soul was materialistic, believing that at death it was dissolved and thus ended forever.  They taught that the real aim of life is gratification; that pleasure is the only good and pain the only evil; that the universe was not created but resulted from a chance "concourse of atoms"; that since there is no future life and no judgment, "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die."


To both groups, the resurrection of the Christ and of all mankind was a hard thing to accept (cf. Acts 17:32; 1 Cor. 15).

NOTE 5:  Paul also established the congregation at Corinth during this second journey.  In fact, the text says that he stayed there for a year and a half (Acts 18:11).  The city was a center for commerce (having a port on the west side and the east side of the isthmus), and so, attracted all manner of worldly and sinful people.  This influenced the church in that city, hence, Paul wrote to admonish and edify them.  He wrote 1 Corinthians to them from Ephesus (1 Cor. 16:8), while on his third evangelistic journey (A.D. 56), about 3 or 4 years after they had been established.  Apparently he had written an earlier letter which we do not have today (1 Cor. 5:9) as well as receiving word back with questions regarding various points (1 Cor. 7:1, 25; 8:1; 12:1; 16:1).  The theme was admonition for unity in the faith on a wide variety of topics (see the outline).


Unity Is Found Only In God's Wisdom, Not In Man's (1 Cor. 1-4).


How To Deal With Immorality Among Members (1 Cor. 5 & 6).


Answers To Their Questions On Marriage (1 Cor. 7).


Should A Christian Eat Meat Sacrificed To Idols (1 Cor. 8-10).


The Need Of Women To Show Submission (1 Cor. 11:1-16).


Warnings About The Abuse Of The Lord's Supper (1 Cor. 11:17-34).


The Abuse Of Spiritual Gifts & Superiority Of Love (1 Cor. 12-14).


The Resurrection Of  The Dead (1 Cor. 15).


Giving And Some Misc. Instructions & Salutations (1 Cor. 16).








(Much of the above came from R. Harkrider's Acts II)

QUESTIONS FOR ACTS 15:36-41.

 1.  What attitude does Paul display towards his brethren (15:36)?

2.  What was Barnabas minded to do (15:37)?  Why might this be?

3.  Why did Paul object (15:38)?

4.  How serious did this disagreement become (15:39)?  How did this probably affect the brethren at Antioch?
5.  Was it possible to resolve this difference without such a sharp disagreement?  Explain.

6.  Where did Barnabas & Mark go (15:39)?

7.  Who went with Paul (15:40-41)?  Where did they go?

8.  In spite of the fact that there were hurt feelings & strong differences of opinions, did they ever resolve this?  (cf. 1 Cor. 9:6; Col. 4:10-11; 2 Tim. 4:11; Phile. 24)

9.  When Paul & Silas left, what did the brethren at Antioch do (15:40-41)?
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10.  What was the main reason for going to Syria, Cilicia & Galatia (15:36, 41; 16:4)?

ACTS 16:1-10.

11.  Where did Paul go?  Mark your map.
12.  Who did Paul find here (16:1-2)?  What was his family background?

13.  What was his reputation (16:2)?

14.  How is Timothy an example of the importance & power of a mother's influence?

15.  What was Paul's attitude towards this young man (16:3)?

16.  Why did Paul have him circumcised (16:3)?  Is this a contradiction with what we see in            Acts 15 and Galatians 2?  Explain.

17.  What did they deliver to the churches (16:4)?

18.  What were the churches strengthened in (16:5)?

19.  How often did they increase (16:5)?  What did this require of the brethren?
20.  What regions did they pass through (15:6-7)?  Why did they not go to Asia or Bithynia?

21.  Did these areas ever receive the gospel (cp. Acts 19:10; 1 Pet. 1:1)?
22.  What city did they come to in Mysia (16:7-8)?  Mark your map.

23.  What did Paul see in a vision at night (16:9)?  What did they conclude from this (16:10)?

24.  Who does the "we" and "us" of verses 10-17 indicate?

25.  Sometimes the Lord does not allow us to do what we want, even when it is lawful in itself.  What does this section show about why God might forbid us from doing something?

ACTS 16:11-15.

26.  What kind of city was Troas (16:11)?

27.  Where all did they go to (16:11-12)?  Mark your map.
28.  Describe Philippi (16:12).

29.  Why did they come to the river side (16:13)?  Also, what does this indicate about a synagogue being in the city.

30.  Who is specifically mentioned (16:14)?  What was here occupation?

31.  Where was she from (16:14)?  What region is that in?

32.  Even though she was far from home on business, what was she doing (16:14)?
33.  How did the Lord open her heart (16:13-14)?

34.  Does the fact of her household being baptized prove infant baptism (16:15)?  Explain.

35.  List the godly characteristics seen in this woman  (16:13-15).
ACTS 16:16-34.

36.  Who met them on another occasion while they were going to the place of prayer (16:16)?

37.  What did she bring her masters (16:16)?  How?

38.  What did she cry out as she followed Paul & the others (16:17)?

39.  After many days, what was Paul's reaction (16:18)?
40.  What did this show?  Or, what should the masters of this woman have understood?

41.  How did her masters react (16:19)?  Why?

42.  What charge did they bring against Paul & Silas (16:20-21)?  Why didn't they bring the true charge?

43.  What all did they do with Paul & Silas (Acts 16:22-24, 1 Thess. 2:2)?

44.  What example do Paul & Silas provide in dealing with difficult circumstances (16:25)?

45.  What were the other prisoners doing (16:25)?

46.  What suddenly happened (16:26)?  What shows that this was a miracle?

47.  What did the jailer think to do when he awoke (16:27)?  Why?

48.  What did Paul tell the jailer (16:28)?  How did Paul view suicide?

49.  What was the jailer's response (16:29-30)?  What does this show about Paul & Silas' activities while in prison?

50.  List the steps to salvation that are given in verses 31-33.

51.  What does the fact that the jailer washed their strips show  (16:33)?  What principle of authority does this reflect?
52.  How soon after hearing the word was the Jailer baptized (16:33)?  What time?  What does this show about its importance?

53.  What characteristic do we see in this jailer in verse 34?

54.  Which comes first, belief or rejoicing (16:34)?  Why is this important to know?

ACTS 16:35-40.

55.  What did the magistrates command the next day (16:35)?

56.  What did the jailer encourage them to do (16:36)?

57.  How did Paul respond in verse 37?

58.  On what basis did Paul charge the magistrates with wrong doing (16:37)?

59.  Why did Paul do this?  Was he just being vengeful?
60.  What reaction did the magistrates have to this (16:38-39)?  Why?

61.  Before leaving the city, what did Paul & Silas do (16:40)?

62.  Is it sinful for a Christian to appeal to civil law (16:37)?  Explain.

63.  Is it sinful for a Christian to work for civil government (16:33, 35-36, 38)?  Explain.

64.  Is it sinful for a Christian to bear arms in government (16:27)?  Explain.

65.  Some 10 years later Paul writes to the Philippian congregation.  List all those that we know of who were members there in Acts 16:27, 40.
66.  Who were members at the time of the Philippan letter (Phil. 2:25; 4:2, 3)?  How had the congregation progressed in Phil. 1:1?
ACTS 17:1-9.

67.  Where did they go to now (17:1)?  Mark your map.

68.  What was Paul's custom (17:1-2)?

69.  What did Paul do with these people "from the scriptures" (17:2-3)?

70.  What facts did he assert (17:3)?

71.  What two responses are seen (17:4-5)?  Why did these respond as they did?
72.  When the Jews did not find Paul & Silas at Jason's house, who did they drag before the rulers of the city (17:6-8)?  What did they charge them with?

73.  On what terms were they released (17:9)?

ACTS 17:10-15.

74.  What did the brethren immediately do with Paul & Silas (17:10)?

75.  Where did they go (17:10)?  Mark you map.
76.  Why were the Jews here "more noble than those in Thessalonica" (17:11-12)?

77.  THOUGHT QUESTION:  Do you examine the scriptures daily?

78.  When the Jews of Thessalonica heard of these things, what did they do (17:13)?

79.  What did the brethren do with Paul (17:14-15)?  Where did he go?  Mark your map.

80.  Who stayed in Berea (17:14)?  What would it take to remain here as a Christian?
81.  Read 1 Thessalonians 3.  What additional information is there that is not in Acts 17?
ACTS 17:16-21.

82.  While Paul waited for them at Athens, what did he feel in his spirit (17:16)?  Why?

83.  THOUGHT QUESTION:  Do you ever feel this way?
84.  As a result, whom did Paul reason with (17:17)?  Where & how often?
85.  What is Stoicism?  Epicureanism (17:18)?  Are there any that hold these views today?
86.  What did these philosophers say (17:18)?   Where did they take Paul (17:19-20)?  Why?
87.  What were the Athenians like (17:21)?  Is this a good or bad characteristic?  Explain.
ACTS 17:22-34.

89.  What had Paul observed among the objects of their worship (17:23)?  What did Paul conclude based upon this (17:22)?

90.  Why was this a good place to begin with these people?
91.  Was Paul insulting them when he called them ignorant (17:23)?  Explain.
92.  How do these points in Paul's lesson stand in contrast to idols (17:24-28)?


a.  God made the world & all things therein.


b.  Lord of heaven & earth.


c.  Dwells not in temples made with hands.


d.  Not served by men's hands as though He needed anything.


e.  Gives life to all.


f.  Made of one, every nation of men.


g.  Determined their appointed seasons & bounds.


h.  Wants men to seek Him & is not far from each one of us.

93.  What should we learn from this about our giving to God (17:25)?
94.  What should we learn from this about racism (17:26)?

95.  What does this teach about seeking God (17:27)?  Where else do we find this in the N.T.?

NOTE:   "As certain also of your own poets" (Acts 17:28).  This precise expression is found in Aratus, (Phaenom. v. 5) and in Cleanthus in a hymn to Jupiter. Substantially the same sentiment is found in several other Greek poets. Aratus was a Greek poet of Cilicia, the native place of Paul, and flourished about 277 years before Christ. As Paul was a native of the same country, it is highly probable he was acquainted with his writings. Aratus passed much of his time at the court of Antigonus Gonatas, king of Macedonia. His principal work was the Phaenomena, which is here quoted, and was so highly esteemed in Greece that many learned men wrote commentaries on it. The sentiment here quoted was directly at variance with the views of the Epicureans.  By saying your own poets, Paul does not mean poets born at Athens, but merely Grecian poets, Aratus and Cleanthus being chief. 

96.  Who does Paul quote from in verse 28?  Was it wrong to quote secular ideas?  Explain.
97.  If we are the offspring of God, what must God NOT be like (17:29)?
98.  "The times of ________ therefore God __________ ; but now he __________ all 


that they should  ____   ________  _________ " (Acts 17:30).

99.  How does this sermon illustrate what repentance is (17:30)?
100.  What place does authority ("commands") have in our relationship with God (17:30)?
101.  Why should people repent (17:30-31)?
102.  What does "the times of ignorance therefore God overlooked" mean (17:30)?  Was this approval?
103.  When will the world be judged (17:31)?  What standard will be used in judgment?

104.  What assurance has been given by God that Jesus is the ordained Judge (17:31)?

105.  When some heard of the resurrection of the dead, how did they react (17:32)?  Why?
106.  Consider Paul's letter to the Grecians at Corinth (1 Corinthians 15).  What can bee seen about the thinking of the Greek people regarding a resurrection?
107.  Who among the Athenians believed (Acts 17:33-34)?
ACTS 18:1-11.

108.  Where did Paul go to now (18:1)?  Mark your map.

109.  Who did he find there (18:2)?  Where was he from?

110.  Why had they left Italy (18:2)?
NOTE:  Claudius was a Roman emperor who ruled from A.D. 41 until he was poisoned in A.D. 64.  When this command was given during his reign is not known.  This command is not mentioned by the historian Josephus; but it is recorded by Suetonius, a Roman historian, (Life of Claudius, chap. 26,) who says, that "he expelled the Jews from Rome, who were constantly exciting tumults under their leader, Chrestus." Who this Chrestus is also not known. It might have been a foreign Jew, who raised tumults on some occasion, of which we have no knowledge. Or it may be that Suetonius, little acquainted with Jewish affairs, mistook this for the name Christ, and supposed that he was the leader of the Jews. This is possible considering that Christians were already present in Rome at this time; and as at every place where the Gospel went they Jews stirred up great contentions against the truth.  Claudius, the emperor, might suppose that such tumults endangered the peace of the city, and resolve to remove the cause at once by the dispersion of all the Jews. 
111.  What did Paul do while with them (18:3)?

112.  How often did Paul "reason in the synagogue" (18:4)?

113.  The fact that Paul spent time working on tents indicates what about his finances (18:3)?

114.  Who came from Macedonia (18:5)?  Why (Phil. 4:15-17; 2 Cor. 11:8-9)?

115.  When they came, what was Paul "constrained by the word" to do (18:5)?

116.  When & why did Paul cease from going to the synagogue (18:6-7)?

117.  What do people do to themselves when they resist the truth (18:6a)?  Explain.

118.  What did Paul say to the Jews (18:6b)?  Why?

119.  While the Jews in general rejected the word, who still believed (18:7-8)?  Should we let public rejection hinder us from spreading God's word?
120.  What went hand in hand with the faith of the Corinthians (18:8)?

121.  Is Crispus' household an example of infant baptism (18:8)?  Explain.

122.  What was Paul told in a vision at night (18:9-10)?

123.  What is meant by "I have much people in this city"?

124.  How long was Paul at Corinth (18:11)?  How does this answer the false doctrine that says it is a sin to have a "located preacher"?
ACTS 18:12-22.

125.  While Gallio was Proconsul of Achaia, what did the Jews do with one accord (18:12)?  What did they say (18:13)?

126.  As Paul was about to speak, what did Gallio say & do (18:14-15, 16)?

127.  What was done to Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue (18:17)?
128.  Note that Crispus is the ruler of the synagogue in Acts 18:8, yet after he became a Christian, another man is named as ruler of the synagogue (18:17).  Explain what happened and why?
129.  After many days more, where did Paul intend to go (18:18)?  Why would he go there?
130.  Who went with him (18:18)?

131.  What had Paul done in Cenchrea & why (18:18)?

132.  Was this wrong for Paul to do?  Was he now a practicing Jewish religion or binding this on others?
133.  Where did they travel to at this point (18:18-19)?  Mark your map.

134.  What does Romans 16:1 say about one of these places?
135.  While Paul did not stay in Ephesus at this time, what did he say to them (18:20-21)?  What principle does this show about the plans we make?

136.  What does the KJV say in 18:21 that some other versions do not?  Does this mean that some translations are inaccurate?  Explain.
137.  Where did Paul come to now (18:22)?  Mark your map.

138.  List the cities of Paul's second journey (Acts 15:36 - 18:22).

