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Acts 18-21

ACTS 18:23 - 21:16

I.  JERUSALEM  (Acts 1:1 - 8:4)

II.  JUDEA & SAMARIA (Acts 8:5 - 12:25)

III.  THE END OF THE EARTH  (Acts 13:1 - 28:31)


A. The First Evangelistic Trip (13-14)


B.  The Debate Over Circumcision (Acts 15:1-35)


C.  The Second Evangelistic Trip (15:36-18:22).

D. Third Evangelistic Trip (18:23-21:17).
1. Antioch of Syria (18:23)

2. Galatia (18:23).

3. Phrygia of Asia Minor (18:23).

4. Ephesus of Asia (19:1-41).

5. Macedonia (20:1-2).

6. Achaia (Greece) (20:2-3).

7. Philippi of Macedonia (20:3-6).
8. Troas (20:6-12) & Assos (20:13-14) of Asia Minor.

9. Mitylene (20:14).

10.  Trogyllium across from the island of Samos (20:15).

11.  Miletus of Asia Minor (20:15-38). 

12.  Island: Coos (21:1).

13.  Patara of Asia Minor (21:1).

14.  In the Province of Syria:

       a.  Tyre of Phoenicia (21:2, 3-7).


       b.  Ptolemais of Galilee (21:7).


       c.  Caesarea of Samaria (21:8-14).


       d.  Jerusalem of Judea (21:15-17).

COMPANIONS:  Paul, Timothy (19:22, 20:4), Erastus (19:22), Gaius (19:29,

20:4), Aristarchus (19:29, 20:4), Sopater (20:4), Secundus (20:4), 

Tychicus (20:4), Trophimus (20:4), and Titus (2 Cor. 7:5-7).

TIME:  About 4 1/2 years (A.D. 53-58).

DISTANCE:  2800 - 3000 Miles.

NOTE 1:  Soon after Paul had written 1 Corinthians, a riot occurred in Ephesus (Acts 19:23-41; 2 Cor. 1:8).  Paul left Ephesus and waited at Troas for Titus to bring news from Corinth.  Disappointed that Titus was delayed, Paul sailed on to Macedonia (2 Cor. 2:12-13).  Titus met Paul at Phillippi and brought good news of the effects of the first letter (2 Cor. 7:5-7).    They had disciplined the fornicator (2 Cor. 2:5-11) and had purposed to help the poor saints in Jerusalem (2 Cor. 10:1; 11:13-15).  But Titus brought distressing news that Paul had some enemies who were denying his apostleship (2 Cor. 10:1; 11:13-15).  Therefore he sent this second letter by Titus and two other unnamed brethren (2 Cor. 8:16-24).

WHEN:  A.D.  56/57, within one year after 1 Corinthians was written.

WHERE:  MACEDONIA, on Paul's third trip (2 Cor. 7:5, 9:4).

THEME:  Paul's joy at their reception of his first letter and his defense of

his apostleship.

BRIEF OUTLINE:


I.  Salutation & Explanation of His Ministry (chp. 1-7).


II.  The Collection for the Saints (chp. 8-9).


III.  Paul's defense of His Apostleship (chp. 10-13).

NOTE 2:  THREE WAYS OF RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT.

1.  Holy Spirit Baptism - directly from heaven to apostles (Acts 1:4-5, 2:1-4) to

Cornelius' household (Acts 10:44-48, 11:15-17, 15:7-9).  Mentioned 6

times in the Bible, always in contrast to John's baptism (Matt. 3:11, Mark 

1:8, Luke 3:16, John 1:33, Acts 1`:5, Acts 11:16).  Ceased by the time of 

Ephesian letter (62 A.D.) because there remained only one baptism in 

practice then (Eph. 4:5) and that baptism was in water (1 Pet. 3:21).

2.  Gifts of the Holy Spirit - by the laying on of the apostles hands (Acts 8:14-

17).  This is never called "baptism."  These gifts were to cease (1 Cor.

13:8-10).

3.  The Gift or Indwelling of the Spirit - Received when baptized (Acts 2:38).  Is

the receiving of the law revealed by the Spirit (Rom. 8:2) which trains the 

mind to follow the things of the Spirit (Rom. 8:6-9).  The Spirit leads us 

today by means of the word He revealed (Rom. 8:14, John 16:13).  This is 

also called being "sealed" with the Spirit (Eph. 1:13-14).  This receiving of 

the law of the Spirit includes the receiving of the promises yet to be 

fulfilled (hence it is an earnest of things to come).

NOTE 3:  Paul's letter to the Romans was written before he had ever visited them (Rom. 1:8, 11, 15:23).  He had often planned to go to them (Rom. 1:13, Act 19:21) but had been often hindered (Rom. 15:22).  He wrote this letter from Achaia.


WHEN:  57 A.D., on Paul's third trip.


WHERE:  From Corinth (Acts 20:3, Rom. 16:1, 23, 1 Cor. 1:14).


THEME:  Can a Gentile be a Christian without first becoming a Jewish

proselyte?  Yes (Rom. 1:16, 2:11).


BRIEF OUTLINE:



I.  Revelation of the Righteousness of God (chp. 1-8).



II.  Vindication of the Righteousness of God (chp. 9-11).



III.  Application of the Righteousness of God (chp. 12-16).

QUESTIONS FOR ACTS 18:23-28.
1.  After spending time at Antioch of Syria, where did Paul go to (18:23)?  Why?

Mark your map.

2.  "Now a certain _______ named ________ , an ________ by race, an 

_________ man, came to __________ " (Acts 18:24).

3. What does it mean to be "mighty in the scriptures" (18:24)?  Can this be said of you?

4. What had he been instructed in (18:25)?  Did he teach this accurately?

5. What kind of spirit did he have (18:25-26)?

6. Was he wrong in teaching what he did (18:25-26)?  Explain.

7. What did Priscilla & Aquila do (18:26-27)?  What was his response & how do we know?

8. Is Priscilla an example of a woman who was a "preacher" (18:26)?  How could she be involved in teaching Apollos without violating her role as a woman?

9. After this, where did Apollos want to go (18:27)?  How did the brethren at Ephesus respond?

10.   Is it a sin for brethren in one congregation to write to brethren in another congregation about a Christian who is moving (18:27)?  Explain.

11. What was Apollos using to "powerfully confute the Jews" and to show that "Jesus was the Christ" (18:28)?

12.   If those of Achaia believed through grace (Acts 18:27), and belief comes from the word of God (Rom. 10:17); what can we conclude about grace?

13.   Does the immediate context of Acts 18:27 agree with & support this conclusion?  Explain.

14.   Why do we read of Apollos' work here?

ACTS 19:1-7.

15.   While Apollos was at ________ , Paul came to ______ and found certain disciples (19:1).  Mark your map.

16.   What did Paul first ask these disciples (19:2)?  What was their response?

17.   What was Paul's second question (19:3)?  Why might he ask this?

18.   What was their response (19:3)?

19.   (T) (F)  These disciples had faith and were baptized (19:3).

20.   Why did Paul rebaptized these men (19:4-5)?

21.   Why did Paul lay his hands upon them (19:6)?

22.   Are there any today who may need to be rebaptized?  Explain.

ACTS 19:8-22.

23.   How did Paul speak in the synagogue for 3 months (19:8)?

24.   What caused Paul to seek other opportunities (19:9)?  Where did he go?

25.   Is it permissible for a Christian to teach the Bible in a school (19:9)?  Explain.
26.   How long did this continue (19:10)?  What was the result?

27.   What events are noted in v.11-12?  Why?

28.   What did the strolling Jews do (19:13-16)?  What happened when the sons of Sceva encountered a real evil spirit?

29.   When those of Ephesus heard this, what was the result (19:17)?

30.   As people in Ephesus were converted, what did many of them do (19:18-19)?  Why?

31.   What should we understand by "the word of the Lord grew mightily" (19:20)?

32.   What were Paul's plans (19:21)?

33.   What did he do at this time (19:22)?

34.   While here, Paul probably wrote 1 Corinthians (cf. 1 Cor. 16:8-11, 4:17).  If so, whom did Paul send to carry this letter to the Corinthians?

35.  Identify Erastus (19:22; Romans 16:23; 2 Tim. 4:20).
ACTS 19:23-41.
NOTE:  Diana (or Artemis, as the Romans called her) was worshipped as the mother goddess, the nurse of all, a fertility goddess.  A statue of this goddess portrays a many-breasted female with arms extended in invitation.  The worship of Diana included ceremonial prostitution.


Demetrius the silversmith (Acts 19:23f) made small models of the temple at Ephesus with the statue in it.  These became like good-luck charms to those who had them.

NOTE:  The word EKKLESIA is used several times in Acts 19.  In verses 32 and 41, it refers to an unlawful civil assembly.  In verse 39 it describes a lawful civil gathering.  Also, Acts uses the term to refer to the children of Israel (Acts 7:38).  These examples simply go to show that the term has a secular use, and not just a spiritual use, which refers to only the church.  It literally means "the called out".  It can apply to any group that is "called out".  The most common N.T. usage is, of course, that of the local assemblies of saints (1 Thess. 1:1, 1 Cor. 1:2, etc.).  It is also used regarding the church universal (Matt. 16:18, Eph. 5:25).

36.   What arose while Paul stayed a while longer in Asia (Acts 19:23)? (cf. 1 Cor. 16:9, 15:32)
37.   Who instigated this (19:24-25)?  Who did he stir up?

38.   How did he stir up these men (19:24-28)?

39.   As confusion spread and they rushed to the theatre, who did they seize (19:29)?

40.   What did Paul want to do (19:30-31)?  Why did he not do this?

41.   Why might the Jews put forward a man to speak on their behalf at this time (19:32-34)?  (Possibly the same Alexander? 1 Tim. 1:20)
42.   How did the multitude react (19:34)?

43.   Who finally quieted the multitude (19:35-39)?  What did he urge them not to do?  What did he charge Demetrius and the craftsmen to do?

44.   What concern did this man express in v. 40 before dismissing the assembly?

45.   Consider the use of the word "EKKLESIA" in chapter 19.  What does this word literally mean and how could it be applied to both this confused mob and the Lord's church?

ACTS 20:1-12.
NOTE:  When was the Lord's Supper taken?  It would seem an obvious answer after reading Acts 20:7, but some have made attempts to muddy this plain text and say that the Lord's Supper was taken on Saturday night.  The way this is argued is that they say that if we use the Jewish way of counting days (sunset to sunset) then they would have come together on Saturday night after sunset (after 6 pm) and took of the Lord's supper.  Yet, as we examine the text, some things make this idea impossible to accept.


1.  Troas was located in a Gentile territory and was under Roman influence, not Jewish.  Thus, the measure of days used in this area would be Roman, midnight to midnight.


2.  Paul was ready to depart "on the morrow" and he left after that night.  If he was keeping Jewish time, the next day light period would have been the same day, for Jewish time begins with the previous sunset.  If these events were to be understood as using the Jewish measure of a day, the text should say that Paul was intending to depart "the same day" or "at sunrise".

3.  The text clearly indicates that Paul left "on the morrow" and that that "morrow" was the next daylight period.  Since this happens in the Romans system and not the Jewish, the conclusion should be obvious:  Sunday night they assembled and took the Lord's Supper, Monday morning Paul departed.
4.  And can it be any plainer than "upon the first day of the week, when..."?
46.   Where did Paul go (20:1-6)?  Mark your map.

47.   Paul wrote three letters during his third evangelistic effort.



AD 56

First Corinthians from Ephesus



AD 56

Second Corinthians from Macedonia



AD 56-57
Romans from Corinth (Greece / Achaia)

Why did he write 2 Corinthians?  Why did he write Romans?
48.  What happened in Greece that changed his planned route of return (20:3-5)?  Who went with him?

49.   What was Paul carrying with him to Jerusalem (cp. 2 Cor. 8-9; Rom. 15:25-31)?

50.   When did they leave Philippi (20:6)?

51.   Why is it important to note that they "waited 7 days" in Troas (20:6-7)?

52.   When did the disciples break bread (20:7)?

a. When gathered together on Saturday night.

b. When gathered together on Sunday night.

c. Individually, at home on Saturday night.

d. Individually, at home on Sunday night.
e. Daily at home.

f. Daily in the assembly.
53.   How do we know that the Roman measure of a day is being used here (20:7)?

54.   How do we know that this "breaking of bread" was not just a common meal (20:7)?
55.  Some people try to justify their unscriptural, social gospel practices but saying that there are many things we all do that are not authorized; such as water fountains, bathrooms, lights, pews, & song books.  How does Acts 20:8 help to answer this?

56.   What happened to Eutychus during the sermon (20:9-10)?  What did Paul do?

57.   How do we know that Acts 20:11 was breakfast and not the Lord's supper?  

58. After breakfast, what did they do (20:11)?

59.   Does the fact that it was late and someone fell asleep argue against long sermons (cf. Col. 4:5)?  How would some brethren today feel about the length of Paul's sermon?

ACTS 20:13-16.

60. While many of Paul's companions took the ship for Assos, what route did Paul plan to take (20:13)?
61.   Where also did they travel to (20:13-15)?  Mark you map.

62.   Why did Paul sail past Ephesus (20:16)?

ACTS 20:17-38.
NOTE:  Read Acts 20:18-19.  Notice how precious and dear the relationship was between brethren.  Notice especially how Paul describes his labors among the Ephesians as with tears of urgency for the lost and tears of concern for the weak.  Do we labor so intently and with such concern for one another?  Do we appreciate those who so labor?  Or do we resist their earnest care for our souls?  If we do not feel close to the brethren, why is this so?  Could it be that we are not involved with them enough to be as close as we could be?
NOTE:  Paul taught "repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21).  Does this mean that repentance comes before faith?  Some seem to think so, but the text does not teach this.  Notice that the objects of these two words are different.  Repentance, here, is said to be toward God and faith toward Christ.  This becomes easy to understand when we examine the case of the Jews.  Many of them knew about & believed in God and even claimed to serve him.  The problem was that they generally did not serve God.  Thus, they first had to repent toward God in order to be prepared to receive and believe in the Messiah who came from God.


This text in no way contradicts the order of events given in other passages (Acts 2:38, etc.).  Faith must come before repentance, for how can one repent toward God if he doesn't first believe in God (Acts 20:21a)?  And, if one has rebelled against God, how can he have faith in Christ (Acts 20:21b)?
63.   Who did Paul call to him from Miletus (20:17)?

64.   How had Paul served the Lord while in Ephesus (20:18-21)?

65.   What might cause a Christians to shrink back from declaring all that is profitable (20:20)?
66.   Why is repentance placed before faith in this passage (20:21)?

67.   What did the Holy Spirit testify to Paul in every city (20:22-23)?

68.   How did Paul overcome the fear of bodily harm (20:24)?

69.   Since Paul was sure he would not be returning to Ephesus, what did he testify to them (20:25-26)?  What O.T. passage does this idea come from?

70.   Why could he testify this (20:27)?  What lesson is contained in this for us?

71.   What 2 warnings did he give in v. 28?

72.   What do verses 17 and 28 teach about who elders are?

73.   What does v. 28 also teach about the limit to their oversight?

74.   Compare Acts 20:28 with Rev. 5:9-10.  What do we learn about the church?

75.  What should our response be to those who say they have Christ without being in "a church" (20:28)?

76.   What should this teach us about forsaking the assembly of the saints (20:28)?

77.   After Paul left who would enter in (20:29-30)?  From where else would trouble come?

78.   What would these be seeking (20:30)?

79.   How does v. 29-30 help us to understand 2 Thess. 2:7?

80.   How long had Paul been at Ephesus (20:31)?  During that time, what did he cease not to do?
81.   (T) (F)  There are no examples of "located preachers" in the N.T. (20:31).
82.   To whom did Paul commend these elders of Ephesus (20:32)
a.  Peter, for he had primacy over the other apostles.

b.  The Pope as the earthly head of the church.

c.  Rome as the earthly center of the church.
d.  God and His word.

83.   What can the word of grace do for men (20:32)?

84.   What lesson is Paul giving in v. 33-35?  Have we learned this lesson?
85.   Where do we find this quote from Jesus (20:35)?

86.   Before departing, what did they do with Paul (20:36)?

87.   What caused them so much sorrow (20:37-38)?

ACTS 21:1-6.

86. Where did they go now (21:1-3)?  Mark your map.

87. What is implied in v. 4 "we tarried there seven days"?

88. What did some say to Paul through the Spirit (21:4)?

89. What did they do together before parting (21:5)?

ACTS 21:7-16.

90. Where did they go now (21:7-8, 15)?  Mark your map.

91. Who did they stay with in Caesarea (21:8)?  About how long has he been in Caesarea?              (cp. Acts 6:5; 8:40)
92. (T) (F)  There are no examples of located preachers in the N.T.
93. What did his 4 daughters do (21:9)?  Was there any limit to this activity?
94. How are these ladies described (21:9).  Is this said to shame them or honor them?

95. Who came down from Judea (21:10-11; cp. Acts 11:28)?  What did he do & say?

96. What did Paul's companions & the brethren of Caesarea say to Paul (21:12)?

97. What was Paul ready to do for the Lord (21:13)?  Are we?

98. When Paul could not be persuaded, what was the last comment the brethren 

made (21:14)?  Why?

99. Who went with them to Jerusalem (21:15-16)?  Why?

100. List the places Paul visited on this third trip.

