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ACTS 21-23


ACTS 21:17 - 23:35

I.  JERUSALEM  (Acts 1:1 - 8:4)

II.  JUDEA & SAMARIA (Acts 8:5 - 12:25)

III.  THE END OF THE EARTH  (Acts 13:1 - 28:31)


A. The First Evangelistic Trip (13-14)


B.  The Debate Over Circumcision (Acts 15:1-35)


C.  The Second Evangelistic Trip (15:36-18:22).

D. Third Evangelistic Trip (18:23-21:17).

E. From Jerusalem To Rome (21:17-28:31).

1. Paul's Arrival In Jerusalem (21:17-26).

2. Mobbed In The Temple (211:27-36).

3. Address To The Mob (21:37-22:24).

4. Paul & The Military Tribune (22:25-30).

5. Paul Before The Sanhedrin (23:1-11).

6. Paul Sent To Caeserea (23:12-35).

COMPANIONS:  Paul, Luke  (27:1, 28:1, 7, 15, 16), and Aristarchus a

Macedonian of Thess. (27:2).

TIME:  At least 4 years, possibly longer (A.D. 58-62?).

DISTANCE:  Over 1000 Miles.

NOTE 1:  When Paul arrived in Jerusalem and was received of the brethren, there was a concern voiced that some were speaking against Paul portraying him as an enemy of Moses (Acts 21:20-22).  Thus, it was suggested that Paul demonstrate that he was not against Moses or the Law by participating in the vows and purification of four Jewish brethren.


To fully understand the situation of this text one must remember that the law of Moses was to the Jewish nation more than just a spiritual law; it regulated their whole life:  civil, social, and spiritual.  When they obeyed the gospel of Jesus Christ they did not cease keeping the national customs and laws anymore than we today cease keeping the national customs and laws of our own nation.  We respect the ways of our land so long as they do not violate God's law.


When the Bible speaks of the Law as being fulfilled, this is referring to the Law of Moses as a system of justification (cf. Acts 13:38-39, Gal. 3:23-27).  There are many things in the Law of Moses that are not contradictory to Christ if they are not forced upon men as part of salvation (Acts 15; 16:3; Titus 2:3).  So, just as many Christians in the U.S. have Christmas trees and lights (a custom which originated in pagan religious practices) but do not worship the tree, the lights, or some pagan deity connected with them:  so, Paul could observe the customs and ways of the Jews that did not inherently contradict Christ's law (1 Cor. 9:20).

NOTE 2:  Felix was the Procurator of the province of Judea (52 - 59 A.D.).  Also, Caesarea was the headquarters of the provincial administration of Judea and was located some 60 miles north, north-west of Jerusalem.

QUESTIONS FOR ACTS 21:17-26.
1. When they arrived in Jerusalem, how were they received (21:17)?

2. Who did Paul meet with the next day (21:18-19)?  Why?

3. Who was the James mentioned here (21:18)?

4. What was the response to Paul's report (21:20a)?

5. What two specific points had been circulated among Jewish Christians concerning Paul's teaching (21:20b-21)?  Were they true?

6. What solution did the Jewish brethren suggest (21:22-24)?

7. Why did 4 need to be purified and have one "at charges" for them (21:23-24)?

8. Why did they say what they did in verse 25?

9. How could Paul be consistent with his teaching on the one sacrifice of Jesus and take part in the offerings in verse 26?

ACTS 21:27-36.

10.   (T) (F)  Jews from Judea saw Paul in the temple (21:27).

11.   What did they do (21:27-29)?  What did they accuse him of doing?

12.   According to them, how had Paul defiled the temple?

13.   What do the Jews do here that is typical of many accusations (21:29)?

14.   What were they seeking to do with Paul (21:30-31)?

15.   Who heard about the confusion in Jerusalem (21:31-32)?  What was his occupation and what was his name?  (See also Acts 23:26)

16.   About how many men did he bring with him (21:32)?

17.   Why did the Jews stop beating Paul (21:32)?

18.   When the Military Tribune asked about Paul, how did the people respond 

(21:33-34)?

19.   As they were entering the castle, what did the soldiers have to do (21:35-36)?  Why?

ACTS 21:37-40.

20.   What did Paul ask the Military Tribune (21:37)?

21.   Why was the Tribune surprised that Paul spoke Greek (21:37-38)?

22.   List what Paul says about himself in v. 39.

23.   What did he mean by saying Tarsus was no "mean city" (v. 39)?

ACTS 22:1-21.

24.   What caught the crowd's attention when Paul spoke (21:40; 22:1-2)?

25.   Why did Paul begin as he did in verse 3?

26.   Where was Paul born (22:3)?

27.   Why did Paul say what he did in verse 4?  Who could bear witness of this (22:4-5)?

28.   What happened about noon near Damascus (22:6)?

29.   What did the voice say to Paul (22:7)?

30.   When men persecute Christians, who are they persecuting (22:7-8)?

31.   Is there a contradiction between Acts 22:9 and 9:7?  Explain.
32.   When Paul asked what he was to do, what was he told (22:10)?

33.   While Paul, in one sense, made a great change from persecuting Christians to persuading others to be Christians; there is a sense in which Paul did not change.  What did he not change (1 Tim. 1:13-16, Acts 23:1, etc.)?

34.   What was the result of the glory of the light upon Paul (22:11)?

35.   What did Paul say of Ananias that might help his defense (22:12)?

36.   When Ananias healed Paul, how quickly did he recover (22:13)?

37.   Since Paul was "appointed" (22:14) by God, did this mean he did not have free will?
38.   When Ananias called Paul "brother" (v. 13), did this imply he was saved already?  Explain using the context and then find other verses where "brother" is used as it is here.

39.   How was Paul qualified to be a witness (22:15)?  Are any qualified to "witness for Christ" today?

40.   Why did Ananias say "why tarriest thou" (22:16)?  What does this show about baptism?

41.   WHEN do we wash away our sins?

A. At the point of a miraculous vision (22:6).

B. At the point of faith only (22:11).

C. When we show repentance (9:9).

D. When we pray through to God or offer "the sinner's prayer" (9:11).

E. When we submit to baptism (22:16).

42.   WHAT washes away our sins (22:16)?

43.   What is involved in "calling on His name" (22:16)?

44.   When Paul returned to Jerusalem & was in the temple, what did God say (22:17-18)?

45.   Why did Paul think that the Jews would receive his testimony (22:19-20)?

46.   How was Paul involved in Stephen's death (22:20)?

47.   (T) (F)  Once you are dead, you cease to have an influence on people (22:20).

48.   To whom did God send Paul (22:21)?

ACTS 22:22-30.

49.   Why did they "give him audience unto this word" (22:22)?

50.   What did they say (22:22-23)?

51.   What did the Military Tribune command (22:24)?  Why?

52.   When Paul was tied up, what caused the soldiers and the Tribune to fear (22:25-29)?

53.   Did Paul sin, failing to "turn the other cheek"?  Explain.

54.   Of the three ways to obtain Roman citizen ship, how did the Tribune obtain his?  And Paul? (22:27-29)
A. Inherit it from one's parents.

B. Born in a free city.

C. Conferred by the Senate for meritorious deeds or money.

55.   What was the response of the soldiers when Paul's citizenship was re-

affirmed (22:29)?

56.   What did the Tribune do the next day (22:30)?  Why?
ACTS 23:1-11.

57.   What was Paul's demeanor and what did this reflect (23:1; cf. Phil. 1:28)?

58.   How had Paul lived unto that day (23:1)?  How is this accomplished?
59.   What does this teach us about our conscience?  Can we be saved by following only our conscience? (23:1)
60.   What did the high priest Ananias command (23:2)?  Was this action just?

61.   What did Paul say (23:3)?  What does "whited wall" mean?

62.   Was this true?  If so, how could Paul make such a judgment?

63.   What did some point out to Paul (23:4)?  Did this make Ananias' actions right?

64.   What was Paul's response (23:5)?  Did Paul apologize for what he said about Ananias?

65.   Was the High Priest, according to the Old Law, immune to question and criticism (Exodus 22:28; Lev. 19:35; compare 1 Tim. 5:1, 19-21; John 7:24)?

66.   What did Paul do when he understood that there were Sadducees and Pharisees present (23:6-10)?  Why?

67.   How did the two groups respond (23:7-10)?  Why?

68.   How many things are listed in verses 8?  Why then does it say "both"?

69.   What did some Pharisees say (23:9)?  Did they necessarily believe Paul?

70.   What did the Military Tribune fear (23:10)?  What did he do?
71.   What did the Lord say to Paul the next night (23:11)?

ACTS 23:12-24.

72.   What did forty of the Jews do (23:12-13)?

73.   Who did they tell this to (23:14-15)?  Why did they think they could suggest such a plan to these men?
74.   Who heard of their plan (23:16)?

75.   How did he hear about this?

A. In a vision.

C. By an angel.

B. By providence.
D. None of the above.

76.   Who did the young man have to tell (23:16, 17-22)?  Was he "tattling"?

77.   (T) (F)  Since God had promised to bring Paul to Rome, Paul had only to

believe.  He did not have to do anything except have faith. (23:17)
78.   Why might the Military Tribune charge the young man to say nothing (v.22)?

79.   How many soldiers, horseman and spearmen escorted Paul out of the city (23:23)?  What time was it?

80.   To whom was he brought (23:24)?

81.   Whom did Paul credit with deliverance from evil men?  (cf. 2 Thess. 3:1-3,

2 Tim. 3:11)

ACTS 23:25-35.

82.   What was Felix (23:24, 26)?

83.   What one detail of Claudius Lysias' letter was not true (23:27)?
84.   What did he write about the accusations against Paul (23:28-29)?

85.   What places did they travel to (23:31-33)?  Mark your map.

86.   Who left at Antipatris (23:31-33)?  Why might this be?

87.   What did Felix ask Paul (23:34)?  Why might he ask this?

88.   When did Felix say he would hear Paul (23:35)?

89.   Where was Paul kept (23:35)?

