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Speaking As The Oracles Of God (1 Pet. 411)





January 4, 2009
Missing Books Of The Bible?
dwh
The word "canon" comes from the word "reed".  The idea is that a reed was used as a measuring rod or standard.  Thus, the term "canon" when referring to the Bible means the officially accepted list of books.
Who decided what is officially accepted or not?  Were some books excluded that should not be?  Were some included that should not be?

As we look into answering these questions, it is important to realize that the Scriptures are inspired of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17), whether or not man recognizes them as inspired.  And, God promised that His word will not fade or be corrupted like the grass (1 Peter 1:22-25).  Thus, God promises to preserve His word and not allow it to vanish.  And, being that the age of miracles has been completed (1 Cor. 13:8-13), God has left evidence for us so that we are able to see the difference between true Scriptures and fake writings.
As 1 John 4 says, "1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world.  2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:  3 and every spirit that confesseth not Jesus is not of God: and this is the spirit of the antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it cometh; and now it is in the world already."
Even in the first century with living apostles and prophets there was a need to test and prove those who claimed to be from God.  As John says, those who speak in harmony with the Truth are from God those that speak contrary to it are not from God.

There are books that the Roman Catholic church has added to the Old Testament called the "Apocrypha".  This word means "hidden".  This word is appropriate in describing these books because they often claim to tell secret or hidden details of the life of Jesus and His followers.

The term "Pseudepigrapha" means "false writings".  This is applied to the Apocryphal books of the Old Testament period and to books which are claimed to be New Testament works.  This is appropriate because these works falsely claim to be written by true prophets or apostles.
Why are these books excluded?  Why are they not canonical?  Unger's Bible Dictionary says, "They abound in historical and geographical inaccuracies and anachronisms." Anachronisms are errors in chronology, especially misplacing people, events, objects, or customs in the wrong time period.  For example, Having Abraham alive during the flood would be an anachronism.  Unger continues, "They teach doctrines which are false and foster practices which are at variance with the inspired Scriptures."  In other words, many aspects of their content show factual errors and doctrinal contradictions with what is known and proven to be inspired Scriptures.
Looking at the Old Testament, we have New Testament references to the three sections into which the Hebrew Bible was divided: the Law, the Prophets and the Writings.  Luke 24:44, "And he said unto them, These are my words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must needs be fulfilled, which are written in the law of Moses, and the prophets, and the psalms, concerning me."  Psalms is the first and longest book of the "writings" section of the Hebrew Bible.  The Apocryphal books are not included in references like this.

Also Luke 11:51 shows that Jesus listed the prophets of Old from Abel (Genesis 4:8) to Zechariah (2 Chron. 24:21).  In  the Hebrew arrangement of books, Zechariah is the last martyr listed, Genesis being the first book and Chronicles being the last in the Hebrew canon.  Thus Jesus effectively said "from Genesis to Chronicles".  According to our ordering of the same books it would be "From Genesis to Malachi".

Regarding the New Testament it is important to recall that the letters were circulated and examined early by Christians (Colossians 4:16; 2 Peter. 3:15-16).  Long before an council or Synod convened to "decide" what books to accept, Christians had already been using the inspired Scriptures.  As Geisler and Nix comment, "Canonicity is determined or fixed authoritatively by God; it is merely discovered by man." (A General Introduction To The Bible)  

As noted above, false writings, ones even claiming to be written by apostles, were weeded out because they showed historical, geographical and doctrinal errors.  But in addiction to examining the contents of each of these, we can consider external evidence.
Philo, an Alexandiran Jewish Philosopher (20BC – 40 AD) quoted frequently from the Old Testament and referred to the threefold division, but never quoted from the Apocrypha as inspired.

A Jewish Historian, Jospehus (AD 30-100), specifically writes so as to exclude the Apocrypha, by numbering the books of the Old Testament.

Jesus and the New Testament writers never once quote from the Apocrypha, although the New Testament is literally filled with hundreds of quotes from the Old Testament.
Jerome (340-420 AD), the translator of the Vulgate, rejected the Apocrypha.  Even Roman Catholic scholars through the Reformation period rejected the Apocrypha (such as Martin Luther).  It was not until 1546 in a Council of Trent did the Apocryphal books receive full acceptance by the Roman Catholic church.  This demonstrates that even that denomination was slow to receive these writings.

Thus, when we look at the content of each book, its historical references and teachings and at the external evidences for who and when they were "accepted"; we see a vast difference between the Bible we know and the Apocryphal and Pseudepigraphal books.  God has indeed left evidence so that we may know and be assured that we have His inspired word today.
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Much content taken from Josh McDowell's "A Ready Defense" (p. 34-41).

PEOPLE TO REMEMBER & PRAY FOR:  Wanda Frazier, Ellen Burchett, Gerald Brown, Sonja Savage, Mary Cox, Jean Gambrell, Monie Petty, Dave Poteet (NHC 225), Betty England, Larry Bumbalough, Michael Harris (Gerald Harris’s Son), Edwin Hayes, Allie Cantrell (Jack’s grandmother), Greg Gardner, Ed Williams, Sandra Harris (cancer, Ellen's daughter), Betty England's grand-daughter, Roy Gilreath, Doug Stafford, Jonathan Murdock (Joyce's nephew, 4 wheeler accident), Frank (Randy's mother's husband), Buddy Hadden (Randy's uncle),  Stephen Vaughn (Christina's brother), Lucielle Bartlett (Sonja' grandmother), Paula Hill (Doug's mother, wrist surgery, revcovering) Bill Gambrell (Skin cancer), Frazier family. 
OBEY THE GOSPEL!!!

Hear (Rom. 10:17)  Believe (Mark 16:16)
Repent (Acts 17:30-31) Confess (Rom. 10:9)
Be Baptized (Acts 2:38)  Live Faithfully (Rev. 2:10)

THINGS TO REMEMBER
· Singing – Third Sat. Of January

· Ladies Class - TBA
· Business Meeting – Last Sunday Each Month
· GM - Lanny Smith, Oct. 2009.
· GM – L.D. Anderson, Oct. 2010.
· New Web Info: NSCOC.Info & Preacher@NSCOC.Info
