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INTRO TO 1 CORINTHIANS


1 CORINTHIANS - INTRODUCTION

I. BACKGROUND:

A. The City Of Corinth:

1. The city was destroyed by the Roman Lucius Mummius in 146 B.C.  After 100 years of desolation, Julius Caesar rebuilt the city in 46 B.C. and allowed veteran soldiers who had served the army of Rome well to settle there along with other freedmen.

2. In the days of Paul the city had reached about 600,000 in population.  Also, the Greek goddess of love, Aphrodite, has 1000 female priests who were prostitutes and walked the streets of Corinth and surrounding cities.

3. The city was located on a narrow isthmus and therefore attracted land traffic from the North & the South, and sea traffic from the East and West (respectively, the ports of Lechaeum & Cenchreae).  As a result of the high volume of trade (and the various peoples who came in connection with this) and the nature of their local goddess, Corinth became a most wicked city in the days of Paul.

B. The Beginning Of The Church There:  On Paul's second tour, he traveled through Achaia (Greece) (Acts 17-18).  He stayed for some time in Corinth waiting for his traveling companions and became acquainted with two Jews named Aquila and Priscilla who had recently come from Rome due to an edict from Claudius.  Paul abode with them because, like Paul, they were tent makers.  He then began to address both the Jews and the Greeks in the synagogue every sabbath.  After Silas & Timothy arrived, Paul preached to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ and the Jews blasphemed.  When her came to the house of Titus Justus, which was connected closely to the synagogue, the gospel converted the ruler of the synagogue, Crispus, along with many of the Corinthians.  After Paul received an encouraging vision from God to continue to speak and not be afraid, he was brought before the proconsul by the Jews.  Gallio, the proconsul, drove the Jews from before the judgement-seat.  Paul spent over a year and a half preaching the Word in this city before returning to Antioch of Syria.

II. AUTHOR:  Paul (1:1; etc.).

III. DATE & PLACE OF WRITING.

A.  After leaving Antioch of Syria, Paul embarked upon his third tour passing through Galatia and came to a city in Asia Minor called Ephesus.  Here he spent over two years (around 55-57 A.D.) and write this letter.

IV. THEME:  "The Problems Which Come From Worldiness In The Church."

V. OUTLINE.

    PART I
SALUTATION & THANKSGIVING (1:1-9)

    PART II
REPLY TO REPORT FROM HOUSE OF CHLOE (1:10-6:20)

A. The Problem Of Division (1:10-4:21).

B. The Problem Of Fornication (5:1-6:20).

    PART III
REPLY TO QUESTIONS IN THEIR LETTER (7:1-16:9).

A. Now Concerning Marriage (7:1-40).

B. Now... Idolatry (8:1-11:1).

C. Now... Unveiled Prophesying Women (11:2-16).

D. Now... The Lord's Supper (11:17-34).

E. Now... The Use Of Spiritual Gifts (12:1-14:40).

F. Now... The Bodily Resurrection (15:1-58).

G. Now... The Collection (16:1-9).

    PART IV
LAST INSTRUCTIONS & SALUTATIONS (16:10-24)

NOTE 1:  The "LOST LETTER" - In 1 Corinthians we read "I wrote unto you..." (5:9) which indicates that Paul sent a letter to the Corinthians which preceeds this particular espistle.  Where is it?  What all did it say?  We may never know.


Some hypothesize that parts of 1 Corinthians or even parts of 2 Corinthians were originally separate letters, but these assertions are unsupported by any evidence.  Hence, they are speculation.


The absence of this letter should not worry us nor trouble our faith.  God has promised that He will preserve the Gospel (1 Pet. 1:22-25) and that it has all we need for life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3).  Hence, while we do not have that particular letter, we have all that we need to give us a full and accurate accounting of the Gospel which leads to life eternal.

NOTE 2:  CONTENT - The 1 Corinthian letter is one of the most varied in it's content and in it's style of all Paul's epistles.  The topics range from schism to finance and from behavior in the assembly to the resurrection.  Every literary device known to writing is employed in it's pages:  logic, sarcasm, entreaty, scolding, poetry, narration, exposition, etc.  There is, in spite of this variety, a central theme.  When a church begins taking on the character of the world (or fails to leave the world behind when they are converted) then problems of all sorts can and do arise.  The problems discussed in this epistle are timeless examples of the dangers of worldliness and the troubles it brings.


Also, there are a number of hard phrases in this letter which the ignorant and the unstable wrest (2 Pet. 3:16) into all manner of strange and foolish teachings.  For example:  Chapter 3 verses 10-15 have been used to support various "levels" of reward in heaven, chapter 7 is sometimes used in a way that contradicts Matt. 19:9 on marriage, chapter 11 has been used to teach that all women need to wear a veil, and chapter 15 verse 29 has been used to teach that person may be baptized in the place of someone who has died so that that deceased person may be saved.

