5
PAGE 13
1 CORINTHIANS 1-6


1 CORINTHIANS 1-6

I. SALUTATION & THANKSGIVING (1:1-9).

II. REPLY TO REPORT FROM HOUSE OF CHLOE (1:10-6:20).

A. The Problem Of Division (1:10-4:21).

1. The Problem Manifested (1:10-12).

2. The Solution:

a. Consider Christ (1:13-31).

1) Basis of salvation (v. 13-17).

2) Theme of saving word (v. 1:18-25).

3) The true object of glory (1:26-31).

b. God's Wisdom vs. Man's wisdom (2:1-16).

1) The manner of Paul in presenting God's wisdom (2:1-5).

2) The manner in which Paul received God's wisdom (2:6-13).

3) The manner in which man reacts to God's wisdom (2:14-16).

c. The Role Of The Minister Of God's Wisdom (3:1-4:21).

1) Glorying in men robs of receiving the meat of God's word (3:1-5).

2) The minister's relation to God & those he teaches (3:6-23).

3) The minister's responsibility before God (4:1-6).

4) The minister & his suffering (4:7-13).

5) Paul's loving warning (4:14-21).

B. The Problems Of Fornication & Lawsuits (5:1-6:20).

1. The problem of fornication (5:1-13).

2. The problem of lawsuits before unbelievers (6:1-11).

3. Paul reiterates the necessity for sexual purity (6:12-20).

QUESTIONS FOR 1 COR. 1:1-9

1. Whose authority called Paul to be an apostle (v. 1)?

2. Why was establishing such authority important?

3. What does the word "church" [EKKLESIA] mean?

4. What are we called out of?  Called into?

5. (T) (F)  A Saint is someone who is dead and later canonized by the Church.

6. Describe the character of those in the church of God.

7. What does it mean to "call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ" (v. 2)?

8. What is Paul's point in saying "in every place" & "their Lord and ours" (v. 2)?

9. How do grace & peace relate to each other (v. 3)?

10.   Why was Paul thankful concerning the Corinthians (v. 4)?

11.   How were the Corinthians given grace in Christ & enriched (v. 4-7)?

12.   How was the testimony of Christ "confirmed" in the Corinthians (v. 6)?

13.   What "revelation of Christ" were they waiting for (v. 7)?

14.   What is the result of the Lord' "confirming" (v. 8)?

15.   How does the Lord "confirm you unto the end" (v. 8).

16.   What assurance was given to the Corinthians that God would do this (v. 9)?

NOTE 1:  The words "Division, contentions, strife and jealousy" (1:10, 11; 3:3) set the tone for the first four chapters of this letter.  Division is apparent and needs correcting.  This division is centered in man glorying in man and his wisdom, coupled with man welcoming the glory from others (1:29, 31; 3:18, 21; 4:6-7).  Paul, guided by the Holy Spirit, sets forth the remedy for such division by reminding them of the nature of their calling (1:13-17, 21-24, 30-31) and by setting forth the character of the true minister of God's wisdom (1:23-29; 2:4-5, 10-13; 3:7; 4:9-13).

QUESTIONS FOR 1 COR. 1:10-17

17.   Describe the unity that God wants to see in His church.

18.   Why would Paul seek this of them "through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ" (v. 10)?

19.   (T) (F)  Speaking the same thing & being of the same mind & judgement is impossible.

20.   What had the "household of Chloe" informed Paul of (v. 11)?

21.   (T) (F)  Paul listened to rumors & gossip.  Explain.

22.   What was the nature of the divisions in Corinth (v. 12)?

23.   (Yes) (No)  Is Christ divided (v. 13)?

24.   What does this say about the denominational world?

25.   (Yes) (No)  Was Paul crucified for you?

26.   (Yes) (No)  Were you baptized into the name of Paul?

27.   What is Paul's point here?

28.   Why was Paul thankful that he had not baptized many in Corinth (v. 14-16)?

29.   Explain "for Christ sent me not to baptize..." (v. 17).  Does this mean that baptism is not essential to salvation?

30.   What happens to the gospel & the cross of Christ when men begin to focus on & glory in the eloquence & wisdom of the speaker (v. 17)?

31.   According to v. 13-17 what is the basis of salvation?

1 COR. 1:18-25

32.   (T) (F)  The "word of the cross" speaks only about the cross.

33.   What is the word of the cross to those who "are perishing" (v. 18)?

34.   What is the word of the cross to those who "are being saved" (v. 18)?

35.   What did God plan to do (v. 19)?  Has He done this (v. 20)?  If so, how?

36.   (T) (F)  Man can find God through philosophy, psychology, mysticism, and 



by other means at man's disposal.

37.   How is man ever going to know God (v. 21)?

38.   How is "the thing preached" foolishness to the Jews (v. 21-23)?

39.   How is "the thing preached" foolishness to the Gentiles (v. 21-23)?

40.   According to the context, how do we know that all the Jews and Greeks are not "the called" (v. 24)?

41.   What is Christ to the called (v. 24)?  Explain.

42.   "The ____________ of God is  ___________ than men; and the 

____________ of God is ___________ than men" (v. 25).

43.   How does this apply to the gospel?

44.   According to v. 18-25 what is the theme of the saving word?

1 COR. 1:26-31

45.   Who does NOT usually answer the call of God (v. 26)?  Why?

46.   What did God choose (v. 27-28)?  Why (v. 27-29)?

47.   What is Christ unto us (v. 30)?

48.   "It is written, 'He that _____________, let him ________ in the _________' " (1 Cor. 1:31).  (Cf. Is. 55:8-9; Jer. 9:23-24; Phil. 3:2-3)

49.   According to v. 26-31 what is the true object of glory?  Why?

1 COR. 2:1-16

50.   What did Paul NOT bring when he proclaimed the testimony of God (v. 1)?

51.   What do many look for when searching for as preacher?

A. A certain age.

B. A certain manner of delivery.

C. Good Biblical content.

D. Whether he is married with young children or not.

52.   What did Paul determine to do (v. 2)?  Why might some determine to do otherwise?

53.   (T) (F)  Paul only taught about Jesus & His death (i.e. the "core gospel").

54.   In what way was Paul with them in:

A. Weakness?

B. Fear & much trembling?

55.   What did Paul have in place of "persuasive words of wisdom" (v. 14)?  Explain these.

56.   Why did Paul come to them in this manner (v. 5)?

57.   What is "the power of God" (v. 5)?

58.   What wisdom did Paul bring to the "full grown" (v. 6-7)?

59.   What does Paul mean by saying it is a "mystery" (v. 7)?  Is it "mysterious" in that it is better felt than told?  Also, what has God done with this "mystery" (v. 10)?

60.   How long has God had this in mind (v. 7)?

61.   What is the proof that none of the rulers of this world knew God's plan (v. 8)?

62.   While these things were a mystery to all men, who were they prepared as a benefit for (v. 9)?

63.   Unto whom did God reveal these things (v. 10)?

64.   Why was the Spirit the best one to reveal these things (v. 10-11)?

65.   What does the spirit of man do (v. 11)?

66.   What are the two "spirits" mentioned in v. 12?

67.   What kind of revelation did the Spirit give them (v. 13)?

A. Thought inspiration.

B. Verbal inspiration.

C. Vague inspiration.

D. Partial inspiration.

68.   What does the "natural man" not do (v. 14)?  Why?

69.   Give a Bible example of a "natural man."

70.   What does the "spiritual man" do (v. 15)?

71.   Why is he judged of no man" (v. 15)?

72.   Why are men unable to teach God (v. 10)?

73.   What did Paul receive (v. 16)?  Is this the same thing as the "word of the cross" or "the gospel"?  How do we know?

1 COR. 3:1-9

74.   What conditions must be eliminated before spiritual growth can begin (v. 1f)?

75.   How would many react to being told "You are not spiritually minded, but carnal; like a baby unto Christ"?  What might their reaction demonstrate?

76.   Why did Paul "feed them with milk" and not meat (v. 2)?  Explain what these terms mean.

77.   What did Paul use to illustration of their carnal mindedness (v. 3-4)?

78.   How should spiritually minded people view Apollos & Paul?

A. As saints in whose name we should build cathedrals.

B. As great philosophers.

C. As Reverend & Holy Ministers.

D. As servants.

79.   How did they obtain their wisdom & abilities (v. 5)?

80.   "I _________ , Apollos _________; but God _________ the __________" (3:6).

81.   Why is it true that neither he that plants nor he that waters is anything (v. 7)?

82.   How are those who plant & those who water "one" (v. 8)?  Were the Corinthians imitating this pattern?

83.   (T) (F)  Paul is saying that planting & watering are unnecessary (v. 5-8).  Explain.

84.   What principle is seen in "but each shall receive his own reward according to his own labor" (v. 8)?

85.   What does being a "fellow-worker" with God necessitate?

86.   THOUGHT QUESTION:  What kind of laborer are we?  Does God want to fire us?

87.   What is the "husbandry" or "building" of God (v. 9)?

1 COR. 3:10-15

88.   What "grace" was given Paul (v. 10)?

89.   What must men take heed to do (v. 10-11)?  What were the Corinthians failing to do?

90.   How would each of these building materials stand the test of fire (v. 12-13)?

A. Gold -




D.  Wood -

B. Silver -



E.  Hay -

C. Costly stones -


F.  Stubble -

91.   What do these materials represent (v. 12-13)?

92.   What does the fire represent (v. 13)?  (cf. 1 Pet. 4:12)

93.   What reward or loss is being considered (v. 14-15)?  (cf. Phil. 2:14-16; 4:1; 1 Thess. 2:19-20)

94.   (T) (F) This passage teaches that there are different degrees of punishment


& reward in Hell & Heaven.

95.   What 2 factors determine a successful spiritual building?

1 COR. 3:16-23

96.   What is the temple of God (v. 16)?

97.   Explain how the Spirit of God dwells in that temple (v. 16)?

98.   What can destroy the temple of God (v. 17).

99.   What shall happen to those who do this?  Why?

100. What should this teach us?

101. How can man "deceive himself" (v. 18)?  How can man avoid this?

102. What is this world's wisdom in God's eyes (v. 19-20)?

103. "Wherefore let no one __________ in ___________ " (v. 21).

104. How are "all things" ours (v. 21-22)?  (cf. Rom. 8:28, 32)

105. Explain how these things are ours (v. 22):

A. Paul, Apollos, Cephas -

B. The world -

C. Life and death -

D. Things present -

E. Things to come -

106. How are we Christ's (v. 23)?

107. Why is it important to know that we are Christ's & Christ is God's (v. 23)?

1 COR. 4:1-6

108. What did Paul want to be seen as (v. 1)?

109. What is required of these (v. 2)

110. Why was it a "very small thing" that Paul should be judged by the Corinthians (v. 3)?  (cf. 1 Cor. 2:15)

111. What did Paul mean by "I judge not my own self"(v. 3-4)?

112. (T) (F)  If we find no fault with ourselves (do not violate our conscience) then we are just and right (v. 4).  Explain.

113. (T) (F)  Paul is saying "Judge not al all" (v. 5).  Explain.

114. What will the Lord do when He comes (v. 5)?  How should this knowledge affect us?

115. (T) (F)  The Corinthians were really becoming followers of Paul, Apollos and Cephas (v. 6).

116. What did Paul want the Corinthians to learn from chapters 1-3?  Why?

117. What can cause men to be "puffed up" against others?

1 COR. 4:7-13

118. What should help keep us humble (v. 7)?

119. How does Paul describe these prideful people (v. 8)?

120. (T) (F)  There is never a time to use sarcasm when teaching the gospel.

121. What does Paul say demonstrates how poor, unworthy and foolish the apostles are as compared to the rich, royal & wise Corinthians (v. 9-13)?

122. How were they "fools for Christ's sake" (v. 16)?

123. How should we respond to reviling, persecution & defamation (v. 12-13)?

1 COR. 4:14-21

124. What was Paul's motive & goal in rebuke (v. 14)?

125. (T) (F)  When Paul spoke pointedly & sarcastically, he did not show love (v. 14).

126. How did Paul "beget" them (v. 15-16)?

127. Paul beseeched the Corinthians to "be _____________ of me."  Why is such a request on safe ground?

128. Why was Timothy chosen by Paul?

129. What was Timothy sent to do at Corinth (v. 17)?

130. (T) (F)  Paul did not believe that all brethren everywhere could believe, teach & practice the same thing (v. 17).

131. What were the prideful at Corinth thinking (v. 18)?  Why?

132. While Paul fully intended to come, what did he also acknowledge (v. 19)?

133. What was Paul's real reason for delay (cf. 1 Cor. 4:21; 2 Cor. 1:23-2:4)

134. What would be put to the test at his arrival (v. 19)?  Explain the contrast.

135. What is the kingdom of God (v. 20)?

136. (T) (F)  If we are loving & gentle (meek) then we can never use "the rod" (v. 2).

137. (T) (F)  We cannot use "the rod" because we are not apostles.

138. Who would determine how Paul came (v. 21)?

1 COR. 5:1-8

139. What is fornication?  What specific kind of it was founded at Corinth (v. 1)?

140. What wisdom does Paul use (facetiously) to help the Corinthians see how shameful this was (v. 1)?

141. What was the attitude of the Corinthians toward this sin (v. 2)?  What motive should they have had?

142. How might the Corinthians be prideful in this situation?

143. Though Paul was physically absent he was present in __________ and 

had already __________ that had committed fornication (v. 3).

144. On what basis did Paul judge (v. 3-4)?

145. What did he judge must be done (v. 4-5)?  When (v. 4)?

146. Explain "to deliver such a one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh" (v. 5).  What is this designed to accomplish?

147. Why is pride described as "glorying" (v. 6)?

148. What had the Corinthians forgotten (v. 6)?

149. What does it mean to be "unleavened" (v. 7)?

150. What does it take to stay "unleavened" (v. 7)?

151. Who is our "passover sacrifice" (v. 7)?  Explain the comparison.

152. What is the "old leaven" & what does it do?

153. What are malice & wickedness (v. 8)?

154. What two areas are connected with being "unleavened" (v. 8)?

1 COR. 5:9-13

155. Was this the first time Paul admonished the Corinthians to have no company with the fornicator (v. 9)?

156. (T) (F)  Paul meant to say that Christians should physically separate themselves from the world like the Mennonites or a monk in a monastery?

157. With whom are we to "keep no company" (v. 11)?  Why are they singled out & treated differently from the world (v. 12)?

158. Does this mean that the gospel does not apply to those in the world (v. 12-13)?  Explain.

159. What clear charge is given on how to deal with sinning brethren (v. 13)?

1 COR. 6:1-11

160. What does the fact that the Corinthians "dared" to go to law against brethren before the unrighteous show (v. 1)?

161. What did their behavior show that they did not know (v. 2-3)?

162. How are the world & angels to be judged by the saints (v. 2-3)?  (Cf. Matt. 12:41-42; John 5:22; 12:48)

163. How does this show that Christians should be able to make equitable judgements among themselves?

164. How did Paul describe judging issues between brethren as compared to judging the world & angels (v. 2)?

165. If Christians are to judge things pertaining to this life, why is it foolish to set those to judge who are of no account in the church?

166. Is it ever right to appeal to the courts of the land?

167. Is it ever right to appeal to the courts of the land over a dispute between brethren?

168. (T) (F)  We should never say anything to embarrass, shame or cause someone to feel guilty about their behavior.  Explain.

169. Why might Paul intend to move them in this way (v. 5)?

170. What must there be lacking among them if they go to law against each other in this manner (v. 5-6)?

171. How was this occasion a "defect" or "loss" to them (v. 7)?

172. What would be better: to take wrong & be defrauded (v. 7) or to do wrong & defraud (v. 8)?  Why?

173. What shall the unrighteous not inherit (v. 9)?

174. How might they be deceived regarding this list of sin (v. 9-10)?

175. (T) (F)  Fornicators are not as bad as adulterers.

176. (T) (F)  Adulterers are not as bad as the effeminate.

177. (T) (F)  Drunkards are not as bad as thieves.

178. Are there degrees of sin?  Explain.

179. (T) (F)  Kleptomaniacs cannot help themselves.

180. (T) (F)  We should excuse those who do bad things because they are

actually victims of society (abuse, poverty) & have low self-esteem.

181. (T) (F)  Alcoholics are victims of genetics.

182. What were some of the Corinthians?  When happened in connection with their being "washed" (v. 11)?

183. (T) (F)  Homosexuals cannot change.

1 COR. 6:12-20

184. What are the "all things" that are lawful (v. 12)?  Use the context to support your answer.

A. Things like adultery & fornication.

B. Things like theft and murder.

C. Lawful or authorized things.

185. Explain "not all things are expedient" (v. 12).

186. In order for a thing to be an expedient, what must it first be?

187. What might some use the phrase "meats for the belly, and the belly for meats" to justify (v. 13)?  How?

188. What shall God do to meats & the belly?  How should this affect this worldly logic?

189. What is the purpose of the body (v. 13)?

A. To serve it's own desires.

B. To serve the world.

C. To serve the Lord.

190. How should this affect our reasoning?

191. "God both ________ the Lord, and will ________ up us through His power" (v. 14).

192. What are our bodies (v. 15)?

193. What happens when one is joined to a harlot (v. 16)?  What happens when we are joined to the Lord (v. 17)?

194. What do we do when if we fornicate?

195. What are we to do about fornication (v. 18)?

A. Watch it as entertainment on T.V.

B. Pay to see movies about it.

C. Let our children get used to it, after all, the world is full of it.

D. Flee from it.

196. "Every sin that a man does is without the _________ ; but he that commits 

fornication sins against his own body ___________ " (v. 18).  Explain this.

197. What is our body (v. 19)?  Explain.

198. To whom does our body belong (v. 19-20)?  Why?

199. What is the purpose of our body?

200. Take these principles about our bodies [(a) being a temple of the Holy Spirit, (b) not being our own, (c) being bought with a price, (d) our purpose of glorifying God] and apply them to:

A. Immodesty in attire & in behavior (like dancing, making out, etc.).

B. Drinking & smoking.

C. Tattoos.

D. Give another application:

