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1 CORINTHIANS 11

INTRO:

The veil was an important part of the oriental female's attire.  Usually the veil was four to six feet in length and covered the entire head.  It conveyed the idea of a woman's submission to man.  Such was seen in the case of Rebekah when she met Isaac (Gen. 24:64-65).  In New Testament times the woman's wearing of the veil was still a custom.  Vincent remarks, "In the sculptures of the catacombs the women have close-fitting head dress while the men have their hair short (cited by A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures In The New Testament, Vol. 4. p. 162).


In this section, Paul delivers the proper mode of dress for the women that were praying & prophesying miraculously and stresses the principle that lies behind the custom.  Evidently, some of the women who were enabled to pray & prophecy miraculously thought that this meant they could remove the veil.  But, while the veil was a custom that originated with men (we see its practice recorded in Gen 24, but that does no show that God revealed it/commanded it), it still reflected God's principle of submission and was thus to be respected (God regulated what people did).  From this we learn that when there is a custom of man which is in harmony with and reflects God's principles, then we should not disregard it lest we seem to be rebelling against God's principles.

Beginning in verse seventeen, Paul deals with an activity of worship done in the assembly - the Lord's Supper (v. 18. 20, 33).  Perversion of the manner and purpose of the supper along with selfishness of heart made it impossible for the supper to be observed properly.  Paul takes his readers back to the institution of the supper.  He then points out the solution to their misconduct in this act of worship.

III. REPLY TO QUESTIONS IN THEIR LETTER (7:1-16:9).

A. Now... Unveiled Prophesying Women (11:2-16).

1. Paul's praise of the Corinthians (v. 2).

2. The order of authority (v. 3).

3. The violations of authority (v. 4-6).

a. By the man (v. 4).

b. By the woman (v. 5-6).

4. Basis of Authority of the man over the woman (v. 7-10).

a. Seen in the order of glory (v. 7).

1) Man - the image & glory of God.

2) Woman - the image & glory of man.

b. Seen in the order of creation (v. 8).

1)  Man then woman.

c. Seen in the purpose of that order (v. 9-10).

1) Woman for the man.

2) Just as angels for God.

5. Equality & value w/in authority (v. 11-12).  (Equal worth, diff. roles)

6. Discretion within authority (v. 13-15)  (Showing respect for God's order)

a. Seen in the veiling of women (v. 13).

b. Seen in the hair length of men (v. 14).

c. Seen in the hair length of women (v. 15).

7. Withstanding the resistance of authority (v. 16).

a. "If any would be contentious" saying that these women did NOT have to wear the veil.

b. We have no such custom" - This contentiousness is not the manner or tradition that God has approved of.

c. Neither do the churches of God - We are all to submit to God's way of doing things.

B. Now... The Lord's Supper (11:17-34).

1. Paul's condemnation (v. 17-22).

2. Lord's Supper as instituted by the Lord (v. 23-26).

3. Eating & drinking judgement to one's self (v. 27-32).

4. Paul's instructions (v. 33-34).

QUESTIONS FOR 1 COR. 11:2-16

1. What kind of traditions should we hold fast (v. 2)?

2. Does man have to submit to anyone (v. 3)?

3. To whom is the woman to submit (v. 3)?

4. How is Christ our example in submission (v. 3)?

5. What helps us to see that submission does not necessarily mean inferiority in value or worth (v. 3)?  (See also Phil. 2:3-8)

6. When would a man who covers his head dishonor himself (v. 4)?

7. When would a woman who uncovers her head dishonor herself?

8. (T) (F)  The praying & prophesying of 1 Cor. 11 can happen today.

9. If a woman's head was not covered in these activities, what did Paul say she might as well be (v. 5-6)?

10.   (T) (F)  The fact that these women could pray & prophesy miraculously proves that women can take leadership roles in the assembly.  Explain.

11.   Why ought not a man have his head covered?

12.   Why is there a distinction to be made between men & women (v. 7)?

13.   In what order did God create them (v. 8)?

14.   What was the purpose of this order (v. 9)?

15.   For these reasons, what out a woman to have (v. 10)?

16.   What other reason is given to show the need for a sign of authority on a woman's head (v. 10)?

17.   Is man totally independent of woman (v. 11)?

18.   While woman is of the man in creation, how is man by the woman (v. 12)?

19.   Why do we need to know that "all things are of God" here (v. 12)?

20.   What did they already know in their consciences about this issue (v. 13)?

21.   What does "nature" teach about a man with long hair (v. 14)?

22.   Why do some men grow long hair?  Is it so that they can be closer to God?

23.   Since no specific length is mentioned, how can we draw the line of what is "too long"?

24.   What is "nature" and how does it teach us (v. 14)?

25.   What is long hair to a woman (v. 15)?

26.   Why do women usually want short, shorn or shaven hair?  Is it for spiritual reasons?

27.  Since no specific length is mentioned, how can we draw the line of what is "too short"?

28.   What is a woman's hair given to her "for" or "in the place of" (v. 15)?

29.   Since a woman's hair is given to her "in the place of" this, what does God require all women to wear?

30.   Is a woman in sin if her hair falls out due to sickness or age?

31.   What might some be contentious about (v. 16)?

32.   What does Paul say about this contentious behavior?

33.   Should women today wear a veil?  Explain.

34.   Give some modern examples of things parallel to the veil of 1 Cor. 11.

1 COR. 11:17-34

35.  Why did Paul not praise them in this charge (v. 17)?

36.   What did Paul hear of (v. 18)?  Why did he believe it (v. 18-19)?

37.   What opportunity exists when factions arise?

38.   What had the divisions made it impossible to do (v. 20)?

39.   What attitude produces the sinful conduct of v. 21?

40.   What had they turned the Lord's Supper into (v. 21-22)?

41.   In doing this, what did they display towards the church of God & especially the poorer members?

42.   Since Paul was not with Christ when the Supper was instituted, how did Paul get know what to teach on this topic (v. 23)?

43.   (T) (F)  Jesus said that the bread is literally His body (v. 24).  Explain.

44.   What does the cup represent?

45.   (T) (F)  There are 3 emblems in the L.S. - the bread, the cup & the grape juice.  Explain.

46.   Would it be scriptural to take the cup before the bread?  Explain.

47.   What do we proclaim as often as we partake (v. 26)?

48.   If we partake unworthily, what are we guilty of (v. 27)?

49.   If we "discern not the body" what do we bring upon ourselves (v. 29)?  What does it mean to "discern the body"?

50.   Explain v. 30.  Is Paul speaking literally?

51.   If we judge ourselves, what will NOT happen (v. 31)?

52.   What is self-examination described as (v. 32)?  What benefit comes of this?

53.   When is the Lord's supper to be taken (v. 33)?

54.   What attitude should govern our behavior toward one another (v. 33)?

55.   Should we allow those who were not able to come Sunday morning to partake of the Lord's Supper Sunday night?  Explain.

56.   When we assemble as a church should we do so to satisfy our physical hunger (v. 34)?  Why or why not?

57.   Was this all the Paul needed to deal with (v. 34)?

58.   What benefit does apostolic instruction bring (v. 34b)?

59.   In our worship of the Lord we should stress:

A. The importance of coming together.

B. The importance of why we do certain things.

C. The importance of how we are to worship.

D. All of the above.

E. None of the above.

