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INTRO TO 1 CORINTHIANS


2 CORINTHIANS - INTRODUCTION

I. BACKGROUND:

A. Paul was in Ephesus when he wrote 1 Corinthians (Acts 19, 1 Cor. 8).  After leaving this city, he arrived in Macedonia in late AD 56 or early AD 57 (Acts 20:2).  Apparently, Paul had sent Titus to Corinth with instructions to report back at Troas.  When Paul arrived at Troas, he did not find Titus (2 Cor. 2:13).  He then proceeded to Macedonia where he found Timothy (2 Cor. 1:1) and Titus who informed him about Corinth (2 Cor. 7:6, 13).  It is here in Macedonia (probably Philippi) that Paul writes 2 Corinthians with the anticipation of shortly coming to Corinth (2 Cor. 9:4; 12:21; 13:10).

II. AUTHOR:  Paul (1:1; etc.).

III. DATE & PLACE OF WRITING:  Macedonia (probably Philippi) ~ AD 57.

IV. THEME:  For the sake of the gospel Paul's apostleship & personal ministry must be defended.

V. OUTLINE.

    PART I
EXPLANATION OF PAUL'S MINISTRY (1:1-7:16).

    PART II
COLLECTION FOR THE SAINTS (8:1-9:15).

    PART III
VINDICATION OF PAUL'S APOSTLESHIP (10:1-13:14).

QUESTIONS:

1.  When & where was this letter written?

2.  What is the theme?

3.  In three words, outline the book of 2 Corinthians.

