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2 COR. 3-7


2 CORINTHIANS 3-7

I.  EXPLANATION OF PAUL'S MINISTRY (1:1-7:16).


E.  Paul's Inspired Estimation Of His Ministry (2:14-6:10).


F.  Paul's Exhortations (6:11-7:16).

NOTE 1:  Paul draws from the prophecy of Jeremiah which foretold the time when God would make a "new covenant" with the house of Israel (Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:7-13).  One should notice the phrase "new testament" (2 Cor. 3:6).  The phrase also appears in Matt. 26:28 and Heb. 9:15.  this is called a "new" [kainos] covenant.  The Greeks distinguished between things that were new in time (neos) from that which had a new quality (kainos).  This covenant is new in quality or kind, not merely new in time.  (Mike Willis, 2 Corinthians p. 14).

QUESTIONS 2 COR. 2:14-17

1.  If Paul could give thanks unto God for always leading them in triumph (v. 1),

   how do we explain all the sufferings & death that happened to God's ministers?

2.  What is made manifest through Paul & other ministers of God (v. 14)?  What

 
does this require of them?

3.  How are ministers "a sweet savor of Christ unto God" in the perishing (v. 15-

16)?  In the saved?

4.  How does the question "who is sufficient unto these things" (v. 16) lead into

what Paul discusses in chapter 3?

5.  What do "the many" do with God's word (v. 17)?

6.  What part does sincerity have in preaching (v. 17)?

7.  How does the recognition of being "in the sight of God" affect a sincere

preacher (v. 17)?

8.  What does it mean to "speak... in Christ" (v. 17)?
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9.  What did some saw after Paul wrote the first Corinthian letter (v. 1)?

10.  What was an "epistle of commendation" (v. 1)?

11.  What did Paul have instead of an actual letter of commendation from Corinth

(v. 2-3)?  How was this written?  Explain.

12.  How does Paul show us that our conduct among men is extremely important

(v. 2-3)?

13.  To what does "tables of stone" allude (v. 3)?

14.  Describe Paul's confidence & sufficiency as a minister (v. 4-6).  What was it

based on, did it have any limits, etc.?

15.  What were they ministers of (v. 6)?

16.  (T) (F)  There is one "eternal covenant" from creation until now.

17.  What is the significance of "new" in describing the covenant (v. 6)?

18.  To what dopes "the letter" refer (v. 6)?  Why?  What does it do?

19.  To what does "the spirit" refer (v. 6)?  Why?  What does it do?

20.  (T) (F)  Keeping the "spirit of the law and not the letter" means that sincerity

is enough and law-keeping is not a part of salvation.

21.  Describe the glory of the "ministration of death" (v. 7).

22.  To whom did this law come (v. 7)?

23.  How does v. 4 describe the Old Law?  Why?

24.  How does v. 4 describe the New Law?  Why?

25.  Why does the ministration of the spirit "exceed in glory" (v. 10-11)?
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26.  What hope did Paul have (v. 12)?  What did this prompt him to have?

27.  How does Moses stand in contrast to this (v. 13)?

28.  "The Old Covenant...  _____ done away in Christ." (v.14).


A.  Was not


C.  Will be


B.  Is



D.  Will never be

29.  Why can Israel not see that the old covenant is done away in Christ (v. 13f)?

30.  What does the veil typify in v. 13-16?

31.  How does "it is done away in Christ" affect Premillenialism?

32.  How is Moses read (v. 15)?

33.  What remains upon the hearts of Jews who still read Moses (v. 15)?  Is it

possible for them to gain understanding (v. 16)?  If so, how?

34.  Why does Paul say, "The Lord is the spirit" (v. 17)?  What does this mean?


A.  Jesus Christ is the Holy Spirit.


B.  Jesus Christ is the one who sent the H.S.


C.  Jesus Christ is the basis of the new covenant.


D.  Jesus Christ is a ghost.

35.  What results when the spirit of the Lord is present in someone's life (v. 17)?

36.  What kind of liberty is provided by Christ (v. 17)?

37.  What does it mean to look with an "unveiled face" (v. 18)?

38.  What is the "mirror" in which we see the glory of the Lord (v. 18)?

39.  How are we "transformed" (v. 18)?  What are we transformed into?

40.  List the points of contrast between the two covenants (v. 1-18):


OLD COVENANT



NEW COVENANT

41.  Who were the false teachers at Corinth & what were they trying to bind?

42.  Name some groups who believe that some or all of the O.T. is binding today.

43.  How would you use this text to show someone that:


A.  The sabbath is not binding today.


B.  God does not command tithing.


C.  No separate priesthood.


D.  No musical instruments.
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44.  What is the train of thought that was begun in 2:16, developed in 3:12-18

and completed in 4:1-6?

45.  Based upon the ministry & mercy they have received, what did Paul &

company NOT do (v. 1)?  Why might this be?

46.  What things did they renounce (v. 2)?  Explain these.

47.  How did they commend themselves to everyone in the sight of God (v. 2)?

48.  According to vv. 1-2, how did Paul present himself to the Corinthians?

49.  What does Paul mean by the gospel being "veiled" (v. 3)?  To whom is it

veiled?  Why (v. 4)?

50.  Who is "the god of this world" (v. 4)?  Why is he called a "god"?

51.  Does v. 4 teach "total depravity"?  Explain.

52.  Describe the gospel (v. 4).

53.  Explain how Christ is "the image of God" (v. 4).

54.  "For we preach not _____________, but Christ Jesus as _______ , and

ourselves as your _____________ for Jesus' sake."  (2 Cor. 4: ___ )

55.  Give examples of how one would be guilty of "preaching himself" (v. 5).

56.  Where did God say "Light shall shine out of darkness" (v. 6)?

57.  What light is Paul speaking of here (v. 6)?  What darkness?

58.  Through whom is the light of the knowledge of God's glory manifested (v. 6)?

59.  What does "treasure" refer to (v. 7)?  Where is this treasure placed?  Why

was this placed here?

60.  Who is the "we" who are the "earthen vessels" (v. 7)?

61.  Is 2 Pet. 1:19-20 parallel to what Paul is saying in 2 Cor. 4:6-7?

62.  What did these "earthen vessels" experience (v. 8-9)?  Explain.

63.  What characteristic of God is implied by v. 8-9?

64.  What resulted from Paul's suffering for Christ (v. 10-11)?

65.  Who are the "us" and "you" of v. 12?

66.  Why did death work in "us" but life in "you" (v. 12)?

67.  What O.T. verse does Paul refer to (v. 13)?  What believed fact did David &

Paul have in common which produces this 'same spirit of faith"?

68.  How is the word "spirit" used (v. 13)?


A.  Holy Spirit


C.  Mindset


B.  Our spirit



D.  False teaching

69.  What did this "spirit of faith" cause Paul & company to do (v. 13)?

70.  What gave them this confidence even in the face of death (v. 14)?

71.  What did Paul say his purpose was in being a minister (v. 15)?

72.  What did his inspired ministry deliver to many (v. 15)?

73.  What should this cause "the many" to do (v. 15)?  Why?

2 COR. 4:16-18

74.  With God as the author of this ministry & the assurance of victory, what did Paul & company NOT do (v. 16)?

75.  How many parts are there to man, according to Paul (v. 16)?  Explain what

these are.  Give other scripture that support this.

76.  If the above is true, how do we explain verses that have longer lists

(cf. Matt. 22:37; 1 Thess. 5:23; etc.)?

77.  What is happening to the outward man, even as we follow Christ (v. 16)?

78.  What is happening to the inward man, as we follow Christ (v. 16)?

79.  What helps Paul & company to view sufferings as "light affliction" (v. 17-18)?

80.  Application Question:  What do we look for as we go through this life?
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81.  How does Paul describe the physical body (v. 1)?  The spiritual body?  What

do these metaphors illustrate?

82.  What was Paul's desire (v. 2)?  Why (v. 3-4)?

83.  (T) (F)  Paul believed that this body was a prison & that being a disembodied

spirit was better.

84.  Why did God maker Paul & the others ministers (v. 5)?  What did God give

them?  Explain.

85.  Explain the significance of the word "therefore" (v. 6).

86.  "...For we __________ by _______ , not by ________ " (5:7).  Explain.

87.  For Paul, what did death mean?


A.  Fear & uncertainty.

C.  Going to be with the Lord.


B.  Loss of all he had. 

D.  Extinction.

88.  What did Paul & company "aim" to do (v. 9)?

89.  What does it require of us to make this our aim?

90.  What helped Paul make this his aim (v. 10)?

91.  Explain the significance of "all" (v. 10)?

92.  Which of the following are ruled out by the phrase "that each one may

receive the things done ion the body, according to what he hath done,

whether good or bad"?


A.  Mormonism's baptism for the dead.


B.  Inherited sin of Adam.


C.  Personal accountability.


D.  Faith only salvation.
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93.  How did Paul bring people to Christ (v. 11)?  What prompted this?

94.  List some who have historically believed or practiced the "convert or die"

mentality.

95.  Explain what Paul's hope was (v. 11).

96.  Was Paul bragging (v. 12)?  Explain.

97.  What were some at Corinth evidently saying of Paul (v. 13)?  How did he use

their own words to his benefit?

98.  What constrained Paul & company to speak to the Corinthians (v. 14)?

99.  What has happened to disciples through Christ (v. 14)?  Why (v. 15)?

100.  Based on the above, explain how Paul & company "know no man after the

flesh" (v. 16)?

101.  Which is better, to know Christ after the flesh or after the spirit (v. 16)?

Explain the difference.

102.  How does becoming a new creature in Christ affect:


A.  Our purpose in life -


B.  Moral standard -


C.  Friends & association -


D.  Language -

103.  What does "reconciled" mean (v. 18)?  Where does this take place?

104.  What is also give to the reconciled?

105.  What was the role of an ambassador fo Christ (v. 20)?

106.  Explain v. 21:


A.  Him who knew no sin -


B.  He made to be sin on our behalf -


C.  That we might become the righteousness of God in Him -
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107.  What message did these ambassadors give to those who had received

reconciliation & grace (v. 1)?

108.  How could one receive the grace of God "in vain" (v. 1)?

109.  What "day of salvation" was predicted by Isaiah (2 Cor. 6:2; Is. 49:8)?

110.  What was Paul so concerned about his conduct as a preacher (v. 3)?

111.  How did ministers of God commend themselves (v. 4-10)?

112.  (T) (F)  Since Paul fasted, then we must all fast (v. 5).

113.  How does longsuffering help in difficult circumstances (v. 6)?

114.  How is righteousness like armor (v. 7)?

115.  How did some treat Paul & company (v. 8)?

116.  How were they poor, yet making many rich (v. 10)?

117.  How did they have nothing, yet possess all things (v. 10)? 
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118.  What do "our mouth is open to you" & "our heart is enlarged" mean (v. 11)?

119.  What does "ye are not straightened in us" mean (v. 12)?

120.  How did Paul speak to the Corinthians (v. 13)?

121.  Who were the unbelievers that Paul speaks of here (v. 14)?

122.  How do we know that this does not refer to marriage?

123.  List the words used to describe the following (v. 14-16):


ASSOCIATION

GODLINESS


WICKEDNESS

124.  How is fellowship defined here?

125.  (T) (F)  Paul dealt too harshly with erring brethren.

126.  Use this passage to show that "unity in diversity" is not scriptural.

127.  (T) (F)  Our fellowship with sinful men affects our fellowship with God.

128.  How does God dwell in us & walk in us (v. 16)?

129.  (T) (F)  The gospel brings only peace & unity (v. 17).

130.  How can we know that we are God's sons & daughters (v. 17-18)?
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131.  In view of these promises, what must we do (v. 1)?

132.  (T) (F)  There is nothing we can do to cleanse ourselves, only God's grace

can cleans us.  Explain.

133.  What are some defilements of the flesh?

134.  What are some defilements of the spirit?

135.  What is holiness (v. 1)?  How is it perfected in the fear of the Lord?

136.  How were some at Corinth acting towards Paul (v. 2)?

137.  In spite of Paul's criticisms, how did he view the Corinthians (v. 3)?

138.  When brethren are erring & we care for their souls, what should we do?


A.  Just hope they realize their error.


B.  We should avoid them.

C.  Pretend everything is alright.

D.  Speak the truth plainly & openly to them.

139.  How could Paul be filled with comfort & joy at all his affliction (v. 4)?
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140.  Why did Paul & company have no relief even in Macedonia (v. 5)?

141.  How did God comfort Paul (v. 6-7)?

142.  Describe how many at Corinth responded to Paul's letter carried by Titus

(v. 7-8)?

143.  (T) (F)  We should never cause another to be sorrowful.  Explain.

144.  Did Paul rejoice when he made the Corinthians sorrowful (v. 8-9).  Explain.

145.  What does godly sorrow motivate (v. 9-10)?  How is this beneficial?

146.  How is worldly sorrow different?

147.  What fruit of repentance did the Corinthians show (v. 11)?

148.  Why did Paul write to them (v. 12)?  Does this mea he did not care for the

wrong doer or the offended one?

149.  How were Paul & Titus "refreshed" by the Corinthians?

150.  What glorying did Paul evidently make concerning Corinth (v. 1)?

151.  On what basis were Paul's confidence & Titus' affection stirred up for the

Corinthians (v. 15)?

152.  What have we done lately to stir up such confidence & love among

brethren?

