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COLOSSIANS - INTRODUCTION

I. BACKGROUND.

A.  Colossae was located in the fertile Lycus Valley by a mountain pass on

the road from Ephesus to the east.  It was about 100 miles

southeast of Ephesus, within the region of the seven churches of Asia (Rev. 2-3).


B.  The city was known for it's glossy black wool.  In Paul's time, the

neighboring cities of Laodicea & Hierapolis (cf. 4:13) were of

greater significance commercially.


C.  Paul probably did not preach personally at Colassae, but helped

establish the church through men such as Epaphras.  Epaphras

probably heard Paul while Paul preached for 3 years at Ephesus

(Acts 19:10; 20:31).

1.  Paul had HEARD of their faith (1:4,9).

2.  Some had not seen Paul's face (2:1).

3.  Epaphras is called "a faithful minister on our behalf" (1:7).

4.  Archippus was left to work with the church (4:17).

II.  AUTHOR.


A.  Paul (1;1, 23; 4:18).


B.  Timothy, as in the epistles of Philippians, Philemon, I & II

Thessalonians, joins in the salutations.

III.  TIME & PLACE OF WRITING.


A.  About 62 A.D. from a prison in Rome (4:10, 18; Acts 28:30-31).


B.  Ephesians, Philippians & Philemon were also written at this time.

IV.  FEATURES.


A.  Theme:  "The Pre-eminent Christ."

1.  As Ephesians focuses on "The body of Christ", Colossians

  
focuses on the supremacy of Christ over all things.


B.  Purpose:



1.  To encourage the saints to be filled with the knowledge &

spiritual understanding that is found only in Christ (1:9).



2.  To encourage the saints to walk worthily of the Lord (1:10).



3.  To guard against a false, but intellectually appealing, doctrine

(2:8-23).

V.  OUTLINE OF THE BOOK.

PART I.  THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST (Chp. 1-2).

PART II.  OUR SUBMISSION TO CHRIST (Chp. 3-4). 

