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INTRO TO JAMES


INTRODUCTION TO DEUTERONOMY

I. TITLE OF THE BOOK.

A. The Hebrew title uses the first few words ("The words") of the first verse - "These are the words which Moses spake unto all Israel beyond the Jordan in the wilderness..." (1:1).

B. In our Bible the word "Deuteronomy" is taken from the Greek "DEUTEROS" (second) and "NOMOS" (law).

1. This is what the Septuagint translators named it in ~280 B.C.

2. Not literally a second law, but the second recorded exposition of it.

II. AUTHOR OF THE BOOK:  Moses.

A. Internal evidence:  Consistently claims to be written by Moses (1:1; 5:1; 27:1); excepting the addendum that records his death (chp. 34).

B. External evidence:

1. Jewish tradition is consistent in attributing it to Moses.

2. The testimony of the O.T. writers (Jeremiah, Amos, Hosea, etc.).

3. The testimony of Christ & the apostles (Matt. 19:7-8; John 5:40, 47; Acts 3:22; 7:37; Rom. 10:9-10; etc.).  For those who believe in the Deity of Christ & the inspiration of the apostles, this settles the issue.

III. TIME & PLACE.

A. While on the plains of Moab East of Jericho beyond the Jordan (1:1).

B. Approximately 1400 B.C.

IV. THEME.

A. The book consists chiefly of three addresses of Moses to the people (1:6-40; 5:1-26:19; 27:1-30:20).  To these are added a few words of exhortation, the song of Moses, and the record of his death.

B. The book is not intended to be a supplement to the other books of the Pentateuch; rather, it is a closing appeal from the hand of the great Lawgiver for Israel to walk in obedience to the law.

V. OUTLINE.

    PART I  Moses' First Speech:  "What God Has Done For Israel" (1:1-4:43).

    PART II  Moses' Second Speech:  "What God Expects Of Israel" (4:44-26:19).

    PART III  Moses' Third Speech:  "What God Will Do For Israel" (27:1-34:12).

