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Speaking As The Oracles Of God (1 Pet. 411)





November 30, 2008
A RESPONSE TO DONAHUE'S "JOINED"
dwh
Patrick Donahue is a documented false teacher.  Among other things he has publicly affirmed that women must wear the veil in order to be saved.  This does not mean that every word he utters is false, but the sheepskin cover of a false teacher is his subtlety.  Beware wolves for they will increasingly devour and deceive (Matt. 7:15-16; 2 Tim. 3:13).  That being said let us consider his article titled "Joined" in the Nov. 2008 issue of Gospel Truths.  Donahue in blanket fashion asserts that "joined" is not the same as "married" and that "joined" refers to sexual union.
JOINED DOES MEAN MARRIAGE (ROM. 7:2-4)
"Joined" in Romans 7:3 is Strong's 1096 [ginomai] and it means "to cause to be", to become or to come into being.  It is used "with great latitude" to euphemistically mean even "be married".  In the context of Romans 7 a woman who is bound by God to her proper husband leaves and "joins" herself to another in adultery.  Donahue asserts that "joined" only means "sexual union" and does not refer to marriage.  While sex is obviously included in the concept here, more is involved of necessity.  Why?  Because the same word is used to refer to a woman whose bound husband dies.  This woman is now "free from the law" and is not an adulteress even though she is "joined" to another man.  Is this woman "free from the law" to have "sexual union" in the form of fornication?  No.  But she is free to marry another.
Consider further the inspired application of Romans 7:3 in the very next verse.  "Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be joined to another, even to him who is raised from the dead..." (v. 4).  Were people freed from the Law so they may fornicate or have sexual union with Christ?  Or is this a reference to marriage to Him?  Is "sexual union" the only concept referred to in the word "joined"?  Clearly not!  Donahue's narrow and erroneous definition would make a "relationship" with Christ sexual in nature and one that doesn't necessarily include the proper "married" state!
Again, while it is true that "joined" is not the same as the word "bound" in Romans 7:2-3, Donahue fails to examine fully the context and the consequences of his definitions.  
JOINED MEANS FORNICATION (1 COR. 6:16) & ALSO MARRAGE (6:17)
Joined in 1 Corinthians 6:16 is not the same word as Romans 7.  This one is Strong's 2853 [kollao] and means to glue, to stick (figuratively), cleave, join, keep company.  In the context fornication (6:13) is addressed as one "joins" himself to a harlot (6:15-16).  Fornication is obviously brought into the meaning of the word "joined" by the use of context.  Then in verse 17 the same word is used again:  "But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit."  Does this mean fornication or harlotry with the Lord?  No!  Does this even mean "sexual union"?  No!  The word does not inherently refer to sexual conduct or marriage, as can be seen by the definition and its use in the second example!  Also consider how it is used elsewhere without reference to any sexual activity (Luke 10:11; 15:15; Acts 5:13; etc.).  So, how can Donahue assert that "Joined is not the same as married" and "Joined is physical union"?  Only by picking one PARTIAL context to the exclusion of the rest.

The fact that a word can be used in different ways is not new to us.  This is just like when Jesus said the "dead" are to bury the "dead" (Matt. 8:22).  When it comes to following Christ, the spiritually dead are to bury the physically dead, Christ comes first.  Thus context can alter the meaning of the one word so that it is used in different ways.

JOINED INCLUDES MARRIED & BOUND (MT.19:6)
Donahue draws parallels between "joined" in 1 Corinthians 6 and "joined" in Matthew 19, asserting that both refer to the same thing, physical union, not marriage.

The word "joined" in Matthew 19:6 is not the same word as Romans 7 or 1 Corinthians 6.  This one is Strong's 4801 [suzeugnumi] and means to yoke together, i.e. (figuratively) conjoin (in marriage).  How is it used in context?

In this context Jesus asserts that a man leaves father and mother in order to cleave to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.  "One flesh" obviously draws from the concept of sexual union, but is used as a metaphor of marriage.  Specifically, it is a metonym of the subject, where a part is named when the whole is intended.  How do we know?  In any text we begin with a strict literal interpretation unless context demands otherwise.  Let us consider a strict and literal interpretation of Matt. 19:5-6 and see how it works.

"And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?  Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder." (Matthew 19:5-6)
How would a strict interpretation of "leaving" father and mother affect those who stayed in their parents' household?  Would the marriage be invalidated?  What of those who have already left the parents home?  Are they unable to get married now?  Is not "leaving" parents used as a typical example of what happens when people marry, and not necessarily what happens literally in every case?
Also, the two being "one flesh" obviously draws from what happens in sexual union.  But by metonym of the subject, this reference to a very intimate and personal aspect of the marriage relationship – it illustrates what is authorized in marriage and the kind of unity that God intends to exist in every aspect of marriage.

Consider Ephesians 5 where the husband-wife relationship is used to illustrate Christ's relationship with the church.  Is Jesus' intent that the phase "one flesh" only refers to sexual union?  Remember that Ephesians 5:31 even quotes Genesis 2:24, which Donahue says refers to sexual union, not marriage.  But the inspired writer applies that passage to unity in more ways beyond mere physical union.  Thus, Donahue's uninspired assertion is seen to be in error.
Also, are a husband and wife literally no more "two"?  Do they literally cease to be two individuals physically?  And what of those incapable of sexual activity?  Is their marriage prohibited or considered invalid?  Yes, physical union is referred to.  And "joined" includes sexual conduct in the context of Matt. 19:6.  But how can Donahue say and assert that "joined is not the same as marriage" when it is used to include it in all three of the passages he refers to?
A POINT WITHOUT A PURPOSE?
Donahue's article endeavors to isolate "joined" as meaning sexual union while excluding the meaning from including "marriage".  While in some cases this is true, it is clearly not true in all cases.  Donahue's error lies in asserting part of the truth as if it were the entire truth, thereby subtracting from what God has revealed.
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Why he argues this, I am not sure.  A man does not lay a foundation without plans to build something; even if others do not know yet what he is building.  But one thing is easily known already.  False doctrine is dangerous to the souls of all who are ensnared by it (2 Pet. 3:16-17).  So, while he rightly opposes those who teach one can separate while remaining married, and rightly opposes those who teach that divorce is allowable as long as people don't plan to get remarried; Donahue yet stumbles by asserting as truth things that are not true.
And knowing something of him, we may well say, "But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived." (2 Timothy 3:13)
.
PEOPLE TO REMEMBER & PRAY FOR:  Ellen Burchett, Gerald Brown (111 Depot St, Sparta Tn. 38583), Sonja Savage, Mary Cox, Jean Gambrell, Monie Petty, Dave Poteet (NHC 225), Betty England, Larry Bumbalough, Michael Harris (Gerald Harris’s Son), Edwin Hayes, Allie Cantrell (Jack’s grandmother), Greg Gardner, Ed Williams, Mike Frazier (Harold's son), Sandra Harris (cancer, Ellen's daughter), Betty England's grand-daughter, Roy Gilreath, Doug Stafford, Jonathan Murdock (Joyce's nephew, 4 wheeler accident), Frank (Randy's mother's husband), Buddy Hadden (Randy's uncle),  Stephen Vaughn (Christina's brother).
OBEY THE GOSPEL!!!

Hear (Rom. 10:17)  Believe (Mark 16:16)
Repent (Acts 17:30-31) Confess (Rom. 10:9)
Be Baptized (Acts 2:38)  Live Faithfully (Rev. 2:10)

THINGS TO REMEMBER
· Singing – Third Sat. Of January

· Ladies Class - 2nd & Last Sunday Each Month

· Business Meeting – Last Sunday Each Month
· GM - Lanny Smith, Oct. 2009.
· GM – L.D. Anderson, Oct. 2010.
Http://frontiernet.net/~nscoc

NSCOC@frontiernet.net
