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Speaking As The Oracles Of God (1 Pet. 411)





November 16, 2008
Don't See It
dwh
While discussing how brethren who dress immodestly get upset when this is corrected, a brother told me, "Don't see it".  It threw me for a loop.  I was dumbfounded.  Surely I misunderstood?  At the time I simply was too shocked to reply, because I never expected it from the one who said it.

Preaching and being simply a Christian requires that we speak the Truth in love (Eph. 4:15) in season and out of season (2 Tim. 4:2).  Though this may not always "keep the peace" in a congregation (who among us likes to have sin exposed in our lives?); yet when we see a brother or sister erring from the Truth, what are we supposed to do?  Just not notice?
James 5:19-20 says, "My brethren, if any among you err from the truth, and one convert him; let him know, that he who converteth a sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall cover a multitude of sins."  Why did James write this?  Was James a proponent of "Don't see it"?  Just don't become aware of it?
Of all topics, modesty is certainly a touchy one.  But what sinful conduct isn't a "touchy" subject?  Too often though, the defenders of immodesty reply with hostility, gossip, and even evil insinuations.  No matter how careful you are, someone somewhere can easily turn this into:  "He has a problem looking".  I have even heard some make vile comments about a brother who visited elderly and sick widows, ones who are like grandmothers in the faith.  How much more then when we have to address short skirts, low cut dresses or exposed mid-drifts - the accusations never fail that it is somehow the fault of the one who notices it.

Once, one brother accused me of "having a problem".  After the accusation was revealed more fully, I asked the following question:  "If I am trying to get away with something, why am I telling these people to repent?"  Why have I told husbands to help their wives dress more appropriately?  Why have I put in writing scriptures with one phrase on a note saying "Please read and consider these passages."  Why would I be openly and directly discouraging such conduct if I was trying to get away with something?  It is easier to cast blame on the one who exposes sin than it is to humble receive correction (1 Kings 18:17-18).  Consider this:
Would these same comments of "don't see it" and other accusations be made when it comes to correcting immodesty in men?  When we correct men for immodesty as well as women, why not charge us with "having a problem" looking at men?

Why aren't these same comments and insinuations made when correcting brethren who smoke?  Do we "have a problem" smoking?  Does urging others to stop smoking mean we are we trying to hide something (our own sinful addiction to smoking)?

Why aren't these accusations made when we address institutionalism?  Oh wait... liberal minded brethren do say we don't care for widows and orphans.  So, I guess this style of reply isn't so uncommon after all.  It is just that some topics are easier to turn than others.
What do you think the effect is of all these comments, these accusations and insinuations without proof?  What effect are these words designed to bring about?  That is right, the aim is to hush, if not all together silence, speaking about these things.

May the Lord help us so that this never occurs!.  May we, like Paul request prayers for boldness and offer them on behalf of brethren who speak up (Eph. 6:19-20).  May we, like the apostles, ask for strength to speak the word with all boldness, even if people rage (Acts 4:25-31).
As we see society slipping further under the smothering smog of political correctness, and see its ability to face plain truth dwindle – our fervent desire for a better dwelling place will grow stronger.  Just do not let such things stifle your zeal and faith.  Don't let the discouragement of the "don't rock the boat" mindset cause you to cease from diligently promoting righteousness.

One brother recently told me how a brother who used to be in this area was thinking about addressing masonry.  In preparing, he contacted a brother in Texas who had done much research on this topic.  That brother in Texas warned the brother here that he needed to prepare for this, because if he really pursued it the masons could cause him to lose access to banks, to jobs, to many things that they have influence over.  This brother then backed down.
It is understandable.  No one wants to suffer such things.  And this article in no way is meant to suggest that we should cause unnecessary strife or trouble.  But we need to have the courage and faith to stand.  For if you look at our society, which way is it heading?  Is it getting more tolerant of Christianity?  Is it getting friendlier toward God's people?  And are we as a people getting better at speaking the truth in love?  Or is that more and more rare among the churches of Christ?
What is it that drove people to stone the apostle Paul?  What is it that caused the unnatural death of the apostles, and imprisonment of John?  What would people say today of their style of speaking?  Would we tell them to "not look"?  Would we suggest a "better" way of approaching people?
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Note Paul's sarcasm and his point in 1 Cor. 4:8-15.  "8 Already are ye filled, already ye are become rich, ye have come to reign without us: yea and I would that ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.  9 For, I think, God hath set forth us the apostles last of all, as men doomed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, both to angels and men.  10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye have glory, but we have dishonor.  11 Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling-place;   12 and we toil, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure;  13 being defamed, we entreat: we are made as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all things, even until now.  14 I write not these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children. 15 For though ye have ten thousand tutors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I begat you through the gospel."

Was Paul really saying they were rich, and filled, and so honorable?  No.  He was pointing out how the Corinthians were in reality empty of what they needed.  As he says in verse 16, "I beseech you therefore, be ye imitators of me."  Be like me, Paul says.  Don't be like the world.  Doesn't the same lesson apply to us?
PEOPLE TO REMEMBER & PRAY FOR:  Ellen Burchett, Gerald Brown (111 Depot St, Sparta Tn. 38583), Sonja Savage, Mary Cox (ulcer), Jean Gambrell, Monie Petty, Dave Poteet (NHC 225), Betty England, Larry Bumbalough, Michael Harris (Gerald Harris’s Son), Edwin Hayes, Allie Cantrell (Jack’s grandmother), Greg Gardner, Ed Williams, Mike Frazier (Harold's son), Sandra Harris (cancer, Ellen's daughter), Betty England's grand-daughter, Roy Gilreath, Doug Stafford, Jonathan Murdock (Joyce's nephew, 4 wheeler accident), Frank (Randy's mother's husband), Buddy Hadden (Randy's uncle),  Stephen Vaughn (Christina's brother).
OBEY THE GOSPEL!!!

Hear (Rom. 10:17)  Believe (Mark 16:16)
Repent (Acts 17:30-31) Confess (Rom. 10:9)
Be Baptized (Acts 2:38)  Live Faithfully (Rev. 2:10)

THINGS TO REMEMBER
· HBS/Singing – Sat.  Nov. 29, Dec 27
· Ladies Class - 2nd & Last Sunday Each Month

· Business Meeting – Last Sunday Each Month
· GM - Lanny Smith, Oct. 2009.
· GM – L.D. Anderson, Oct. 2010.
Http://frontiernet.net/~nscoc

NSCOC@frontiernet.net
