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LUKE INTRO


ECCLESIATSES 1-2
The vanity of life without God

Intro: 
1.  Author:  Solomon ~935 B.C.



2.  Theme: Life without God is vain.




a.  “Vanity, striving after the wind” 33+ times.




b.  “Under the sun, upon the earth” 30+ times.



3.  OUTLINE:




I.  Vanities Of Life Experienced By Solomon (1-4).




II.  Miscellaneous Proverbs (5-10).




III.   Solomon’s Answer To The Purpose of Life (11-12).

I.  VANITIES OF LIFE (1-4).


A.  Prologue (1:1-11).


1.  All is vanity, what profit under the sun?



2.  Cycles, never fulfilled, nothing new, not remembered.


B.  Wisdom & Knowledge (1:12-18).


1.  Travail – some things cannot be changed.




a.  Need to teach next generation (Eph. 6:1-4; 1 Pet. 5:5).




b.  Requirements of nature (Food, water, rest).




c.  Problems in the world (Sickness, death, age, crime).



2.  Increased knowledge = Increased sorrow.  Why?




a.  Greater responsibility (Mt. 25:15; Jas. 4:17).



b.  More you know, the more you see that you cannot change.



c.  100 lifetimes would not suffice to gain all knowledge.


C.  Please & Wealth(2:1-11).



1.  What good accomplished?


2.  Acquire much – why?  (Mt. 6:19-21; 16:26; 1 Tim. 6;6-8; Pr. 11:4).



3.  “Kept not from...”  lacked self-control.  (1 Kings 3;14; 11:1-10).


4.  Enjoy fruit of labors is portion of man (v. 10).  (1 Tim. 4:3-5).




a.  Created to be enjoyed within the bounds of His word.




b.  Even so, we live in a corruptible, temporal world.


D.  Human Wisdom (2:12-17).



1.  Wisdom excels folly, but death happens to all.



2.  Solomon hated life – for its vanity.  Frustration at every turn!


E.  Human labor (2:18-23).



1.  Leave it to those who are wise / foolish (cf. Reheboam 1 Kings 12).



2.  Leave it to those who did not labor.



3.  No rest...


F.  Enjoy life while pleasing God (2:24-26).

Conclusion:

1.  What do we value most?  What do we live for?  If it is this world, then it is vanity!

2.  The most we can gain in this life is passing enjoyment.

3.  Must not forget to serve God, then we can enjoy this life and the one to come.
