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ECCL 5-6


ECCLESIATSES 5-6
The vanity of life without God

II.  MISC. PROVERBS (5-10).


A.  Vain Religion (5:1).


1.  Sacrifice – no profit (Mt. 5:23-24; 1 Pet. 3:7).



2.  Worship – vain (Mt. 15:8-9; Is. 29:13-16; Pr. 15:8

B.  Rash Words (5:2-7).


1.  Rash vows – not thought out, promises to serve God (Pr. 20:25; Luke 14:28f).



2.  Much words (Pr. 10:19; Pr. 17:27-28; Jas. 3; Mt. 12:36; Jas. 1:26).


C.  Vanity of injustice (5:8-9).



1.  God sees and will judge  (Pr. 15:3; Heb. 4:13).



2.  We all should realize dependence upon God. (Act 17:24-28).

D.  Vanities of Riches (5:10-17).


1.  Love silver (v. 10-12; 1 Tim. 6:6-10; Judges 14:15).




a.  Increased riches – increased “parasites” (Pr. 14:20; 19:4, 6, 7).




b.  What advantage to have riches?




c.  Anxiety – fear of losing wealth.



2.  Wealth is transitory (v. 13-17).




a.  Can lose it.




b.  Enter world with nothing, will leave with nothing.




c.  Uncertainty.


E. The Good That can Be Made Of Riches Under The Sun (5:18-20).



1.  Enjoy your portion.


2.  Gift of God.



3.  His days will not be laborious (cf. Gen. 47:8-9).


F.  The Evils Of Not Enjoying What You Have(6:1-12).



1.  Riches given to another (6:1-2).



2.  Many days of life, yet no joy (6:3-6).



3.  Man’s desires never satisfied (6:7-8).



4.  Better is the sight of the eyes (6:9; Pr. 16:26).



5.  Vanity of contending with God (6:10-12).

Conclusion:

1.  Approach God with reverence.
2.  Trust not riches.

3.  Enjoy what you have.  There is nothing better under the sun.
QUESTIONS FOR ECCL. 5:1-7

1. What does “keep thy foot” mean in this context (5:1)?

2.  What was the house of God at the time this book was written?

3.  (T) (F)  Since we are commanded to assemble (Heb. 10:24-25), as long as we show up we have 
fulfilled the command of God and are pleasing to him.
4.  What is the difference between valid worship and vain worship (5:1; John 4:24
5.  How can people “know not that they do evil” (5:1)?
6.  What was the problem in verse 2 that is parallel to verse 1?  Why should we let our words be 

few?
7.  What are some NT verses that demonstrate that our speech is a part of our being righteous or 
wicked?
8.  Do many words and much activity guarantee that there is wisdom?  (cf. Pr. 17:28; Pr. 10:19; 
Job 11:2)
9.  When we make a vow before God, what must we do (5:4-5)?  Any exceptions (Acts 23:12)?
10.  What is better than making a vow & not paying (5:5)?
11.  The term angel is used in the same sense as in Rev. 1:20, namely a “messenger” of God.  In 
this case it would refer to the priest who served God in the temple.  What other passages 
refer to “messengers” of God that are actually men upon the earth?
12.  What would happen when Israel did not keep its word (5:6; Deut. 7, 28)?  What happens to 
us today (Mt. 5:33-37)?
13.  What two attitudes are contrasted here (5:7)?  (cf. Mt. 7:21ff; 23:16ff; 1 Cor. 11:27ff).

ECCL. 5:8-17

14.  What should cause us to NOT wring our hands in despair when we see injustice in high 
places (5:8)?
15.  How does 5:9 help us understand that oppression also affects those in high places?
16.  Solomon, the richest man of all antiquity confesses that loving and having great wealth will 
not do what (5:10)?
17.  What happens to the man whose wealth increases (5:11)?  What benefit is there when a man 
hoards his wealth?

18.  What blessing does the laboring man have that the rich does not (5:13)?
19.  
ECCL. 5:18-20

ECCL. 6:1-12
