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INTRODUCTION TO EXODUS

I.  AUTHOR: MOSES.


A.  External evidences:  Joshua (Ex. 20:25; Josh. 8:30-32); Malachi



(Mal. 4:4), Paul (Rom. 10:5), Jesus (Mk. 7:10, 12:26, Lk. 20:37,



 Jn. 7:19,  22-23).


B.  Internal evidences:  All fits with Moses.

1.  Eyewitness & participant (Ex. 15; 17:5-14; 20:1-17; 24:4, 7, 12;

13:18).



2.  Educated man (acts 7:22; Ex. 2:10; Num. 33:1-2; Deut. 31:9, 11).



3.  Familiar with Egyptian events (Ex. 1:1; 5:7) & customs

("Pharaoh").



4.  Knew details of the wilderness (Ex. 15:27).


C.  Born to Aram & Jochebed (Ex. 6:20).  He was the 3rd child.  Miriam

(2:4, 7; 15:20) and Aaron (7:7) were older than Moses.  Jochebed

disobeyed Pharaoh's decree in order to save Moses (Acts 7:20;

Heb. 11:23).  Placed in Nile, adopted by Pharaoh's daughter (Ex. 2).

II.  TITLE:  EXODUS


A.  Original Hebrew title:  "Now these are the names" - first words in book.
B.  In the LXX, "Exodus" means a "going out."  A major event of the book.

III.  TIME:  1440-1400 B.C.


A.  This book begins 400 years AFTER Genesis ends & covers about a 2 year

period of time.


B.  Several times have been suggested by various scholars, but the one

that seems to fit the Bible record of the Exodus is 1440 B.C.

1.  The accepted time that Solomon built the temple was 960 B.C.

Since the temple was built 480 years after the exodus

(1 Kings 6:1), then the exodus would have to be 1440 B.C.



2.  Jephthah's message to king Ammon agrees with this (Judges

11:26).  Again, from 960 (the year of the temple was built,

Solomon's 4th year as king), back through David & Saul's

reigns (40 years each - Acts 13:21; 1 Kings 2:11), through

Samuel and 4 more judges (~56 years); we arrive at about

1100 B.C for Jephthah's judgeship.  Counting back the 300

years he refers to as the time of the settlement/conquest, 

then we have 1400 B.C.  Add the 40 years of wilderness 

wandering and we have 1440 B.C. for the exodus date.


3.  Archeological evidence also points to this time.  K. Kenyon

found 150,000 pieces of pottery at Jericho, and only one

 was Mycenaean.  Mycenaean pottery appeared in

Palestine in the 1400's or later B.C.  Hence, it indicates that

Jericho's fall happened close to that time period.

(Moses & The Gods of Egypt, John J. Davis, p. 37-38)



4.  Historically, this would fit with the reign of Amenhotep II (during

the Exodus) and the reigns of Amenhotep III and IV during

the conquest of Canaan.  This is plausible due to the

weakening power of Egypt in Palestine near the end of Amenhotep II's reign and all during the IV's reign.


C.  The captivity is said to have lasted 400 years (acts 7:6; Gen. 15:13) to

430 years (Ex. 12:40).  Yet, Galatians 3:17 says that the time of the

patriarchs and captivity together were 430 years.  In light of the harmony of the other verses, it would seem that this may simply refer to the end of the time of the patriarchs until the end of the captivity.
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IV.  THEME & PURPOSE:

A.  To show God's faithfulness in fulfilling the NATION promise given to

Abraham (Ex. 1:5; 12:37; Num. 1:46).  (~ 2Million).

V.  THE CHRIST OF EXODUS.


A.  There are no direct messianic prophesies in Exodus, but it is full of

allusions.

1.  Moses & Christ are prophets (Deut. 18:15-18; Acts 3:22).

2.  Both endangered in infancy (Ex. 1:22; Matt. 2:16-18).

3.  Both voluntarily left power & wealth (Heb. 11:24-26; 2 Cor. 8:9).

4.  Both deliverers (Ex. 3:10; Rom. 5:6).

5.  Both law givers (John 1L17; Heb. 8:5-6).

6.  Both mediators (Ex. 32:7-14; 1 Tim. 2:5).


B.  The Passover Lamb - the Lamb of God (John 1:29, 36; 1 Cor. 5:7).


C.  The Exodus - Baptism (Rom. 66:2-3; 1 Cor. 10:12).


D.  The Manna & Water (John 6:31-35, 48-63; 1 Cor. 10:3-4).


E.  High Priesthood & Tabernacle (Heb. 4:14-16; 9:11-12, 24-28).

VI.  FEATURES.


A.  Records the birth of the nation of Israel.


B.  Demonstrates God's power over:



1.  Nature (Ex. 7-12).



2.  False deities of Egypt (Ex. 7-12).



3.  Political systems / governments of men (Ex. 11:9).


C.  Holiness of God (Ex. 3:5; 19:5-6).


D.  Geographic divisions:  Israel in Egypt, Israel's Journey to Sinai, Israel at

Sinai.


E.  Giving of the law to the Israelites (Ex. 19:24).


F.  Preparation & building of the Tabernacle (Ex. 25:-31, 35-40).

VII.  OUTLINE:


PART I.  DELIVERANCE FROM EGYPT (1:1-18:27).


PART II.  DELIVERANCE OF GOD'S LAW AT SINAI (19:1-40:38).
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