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EPHESIANS - INTRO


EPHESIANS - INTRODUCTION

I. BACKGROUND.

A.  Paul came to Ephesus at the end of his 2nd preaching tour. He stayed

only a short time (Acts 18:18-21).



1,  Left Aquila & Priscilla here.



2.  Reasoned with the Jews in the synagogue.


B.  Paul returned on 3rd tour & stayed ~3 years (Acts 18:23-20:1; 20:31).

1.  Taught baptism in name of Lord to disciples of John (19:1-7).



2.  Reasoned in synagogue 3 months (19:8).



3.  Moved to school of Tyranus for 2 years (19:9-10), all Asia heard.



4.  Word grew mightily, many burned magic books (19:11-20).



5.  Uproar over goddess Diana (19:23-41).




a.  Diana (Roman name) or Artemis (Greek name) -

was the Ephesian mother goddess of the earth.




b.  Temple - one of the 7 wonders of the world:  200 feet x

425 feet with 107 pillars 60 feet high (Acts 19:35).




c.  A place where people kept their money (like a bank).




d.  People came from all over the world for annual feast at

the temple.  They would return home with shrines

(Acts 19:24-27). 




e.  Rituals involved sacrifices & ceremonial fornication

(Eph. 4:17-20; 5:3-8).



7.  Going toward Jerusalem at the end of his third tour, Paul met

the Ephesian elders at Miletus (Acts 20:17-38).

II.  AUTHOR.


A.  Paul (1:1, 3:1).


B.  Fits historical evidence (Acts 18-20, 1 Tim 1:3).

III.  TIME & PLACE OF WRITING.


A.  About 61-62 A.D.



1.  Companion letters of Philemon & Colossians were probably sent

out at the same time & by the same messengers (Eph. 6:21,

Col. 4:7-9, Philemon 10,12).


B.  Paul's first imprisonment in Rome (cf. Acts 28:16-31).



1.  Reference to himself as prisoner (Eph. 4:1, 6:20, Col. 4:18,

Philemon 1, 9, 23).

IV.  FEATURES.


A.  Theme:  The glorious church.



1.  In it's universal sense (1:22-23, 4:4, 16).



2.  It's character:




a.  Planned by God from eternity (1:4, 3:11).




b.  Built by God's authority & mercy (1:19-2:10).




c.  It is the fullness of God's wisdom (1:10, 23).



3.  Three metaphors for it:




a.  The BODY of Christ - Christ as HEAD (1:22-23; 4:4, 15f).




b.  The TEMPLE of God - Christ is chief CORNERSTONE 

(2:19-22).




C.  The BRIDE of Christ - Christ the sacrificial HUSBAND

(5:25-27, 32).


B.  No personal salutations - leads some to believe that this was a circular

epistle read to many churches.


C.  Key words & phrases:



1.  "In" occurs 90 times denoting relationship "in Christ".




a.  Where all spiritual blessings are (1:3, 11; 2:6, 7, 13).




b.  Where God's people dwell in love (1:4).




c.  Where redemption from sin is found (1:7).




d.  The summation of all things in heaven & on earth (1:10).




e.  Theme of the gospel message (1:13).



2.  "Grace" occurs 13 times denoting God's favor expressed in

salvation for man through Christ (1:6, 7; 2:5, 8).



3.  "Heavenlies" occurs 5 times & is the realm of the Christian's

walk & warfare (1:3; 2:6; 4:1, 6:12; etc.).



4.  "Mystery" occurs 6 times & refers to the fact that the truth was

held in secret until revealed by God  (1:9; 3:3-6, 9; 6:19).

This does not mean it is impossible to understand.



5.  "Walk" occurs 8 times denoting the manner of life (2:2, 10;

4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 11, 15-16; etc.).

V.  OUTLINE OF THE BOOK.

PART I.  BLESSINGS WE HAVE IN CHRIST (Chp. 1:1 - 3:21).


A.  Salutation (1:1-2).

B.  Praise to God for blessings & redemption (1:3-14).


C.  Prayer for growth & appreciation among believers (1:15-23).


D.  Believer's new spiritual relationship to God (2:1-10).


E.  Jew & Gentiles's new relationship in Christ (2:11-22).


F.  Purpose of Paul's apostleship:  Reveal God's wisdom & blessings

(3:1-12).


G.  Paul's prayer:  Receive of the Divine fullness (3:13-21).

PART II.  RESPONSIBILITIES WE HAVE IN CHRIST (Chp. 4:1 - 6:20).


A.  Unity in the church (4:1-16).


B.  Holiness in our individual lives (4:17-5:21).


C.  Holiness in the home & in work (5:22-6:9).


D.  Being strong in the Lord (6:10-20).

PART III.  CONCLUSION & BENEDICTION (6:21-24).

