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EZRA-NEHEMIAH


NEHEMIAH 1-13

III.  THIRD RETURN:  NEHEMIAH (Neh. 1-13).


A.  Preparation to rebuild the Wall (Chp. 1-2).


B.  Reconstruction of the Wall (Chp. 3-7).


C.  Renewal of Covenant (Chp. 8-10).


D.  Census, Dedication, Correction (Chp. 11-13).

NOTE:  Nehemiah, the cupbearer to the king of Persia, leads the third and last return to Jerusalem after the Babylonian exile.  His concern for the welfare of Jerusalem & it's inhabitants prompts him to take bold action.  Granted permission to return to his homeland, Nehemiah challenges his contrymen to arise and rebuild the shattered wall of Jerusalem.  In spite of opposition from without and abuse from within, the task is completed in only 52 days.  The task of reforming the people, though, demands years of Nehemiah's life and leadership.


The historical reliability of Nehemiah is supported by the Elephantine papyri.  These ancient documents mention Sanabllat (2:19) and Jehohanan (6:18; 12:23) and indicate that Bigvai replaces Nehemiah as governor of Judah by 410 BC.


Malachi lives & works during this period and a comparison of these books shows that the evils encountered by Nehemiah are specifically denounced by Malachi.  Sadly, the indifference of the people remains a problem for the following the 400 years up to the time of Christ.  During these centuries no revelation is given from God (cf. Amos 8:11-12).

QUESTIONS FOR EZRA 1:1-

1.  G

41.  How did Nehemiah Illustrate that God would do to the one who broke his promise

(v. 13)?

42.  What did Nehemiah not do that previous governors had done (v. 14-15)?

Why (v. 15)?

43.  What did Nehemiah do that previous governors had not done (v. 16-18)?

44.  From whom did Nehemiah expect his reward (v. 19)?

NEH. 6:1-19

45.  What tactic did the enemies use now (v. 1-2)?

46.  How did Nehemiah respond to this (v. 3)?

47.  (T) (F)  The enemies gave up after this first try (v. 4).

48.  What accusation & rumor did the enemies try to give (v. 5-7)?

49.  How did Nehemiah overcome this (v. 8-9)?

50.  What tactic did the enemies use next (v. 10)?

51.  Why did Nehemiah not listen (v. 11-14)?

52.  In how many days was the wall finished (v. 15)?

53.  What did the successful building of the walls result in among the enemies (v. 16)?

54.  (T) (F)  All the Jews followed Nehemiah (v. 17-19).

55.  How did some Jews speak of Tobiah, even to Nehemiah (v. 19)?

NEH. 7:1-73

56.  Why did Nehemiah appoint Hanani & Hananiah over Jerusalem (v. 2)?

57.  Why did Nehemiah not allow the gates to be opened until the sun was up & required

them to be closed before the sun went down (v. 3)?

58.  The people from what captivity are noted here (v. 6)?

59.  When did they gather (7:73; 8:2)?  Why (Lev. 23:23, 27)?

NEH. 8:1-18

60.  What did the people ask of Ezra (v. 1)?

61.  How long did Ezra read (v. 3)?

62.  How did the people react to this long of a Bible reading (v. 3)?


A.  Fell asleep.

D.  Described Ezra as long winded & inconsiderate.


B.  Murmured.


E.  They were attentive.


C.  Left after an hour.

63.  Why did the people stand when Ezra opened the book (v. 5)?

64.  How did some men help the people to understand the law (v. 7-8)?

65.  Why were people weeping (v. 9-12)?  Why did Ezra encourage them to be joyful?

66.  Should it take 70 years of captivity to make people appreciate God's word?

67.  (T) (F)  By the second day they had had enough & would hear no more (v. 13).

68.  What did they learn from the reading of the Law (v. 14-17)?

69.  What did Ezra do during these days (v. 18)?

NEH. 9:1-15

70.  What did they do on the 24th day of the 7th month (v. 1-2)?

71.  How long did they read the law (v. 3)?  How much time did they give to confession

(v. 3)?

72.  What attributes of God are recognized by the Levites' prayer (v., 5-6)?

73.  What 2 actions of God are recognized in the Levites' prayer (v. 6)?

74.  What did the Levites know about God's promise of land to Abram (v. 7-8)?

75.  What characteristic of God is described (v. 9-12)?

76.  Describe the revelation of God on Mt. Sinai (v. 13-14).

77.  How do we know that the keeping of the Sabbath day was not commanded from the

beginning of time in Eden (v. 14)?

NEH. 9:16-38

78.  How did the Exodus generation respond to God's law (v. 16-17)?

79.  What work did the Spirit perform at that time (v. 20)?

80.  What miracles did God perform during the 40 years in the wilderness (v. 20-21)?

81.  Even though God blessed them, what did they do (v. 26)?

82.  Why did they kill the prophets of God (v. 26)?

83.  What helped them see their need for God (v. 27)?

84.  What role does history have according to v. 28?

85.  On what basis would a man live under the old law (v. 29)?

86.  How did the Spirit testify against them (v. 30)?

87.  While the Levites asked that God not overlook their sufferings, what did they

recognize (v. 32-35)?

NEH. 10:1-39

88.  What does "sealed" mean here (v. 1, 28-31)?

NEH. 11:1-36

89.  Why did they cast lots (v. 1)?

90.  Who else joined these (v. 2)?

NEH. 12:1-47

91.  Who is listed here 9v. 1)?

92.  Summarize chapter 12:27-47.

NEH. 13:1-31

93.  What did they do that day (v. 1)?  What did they learn (v. 1-2)?

94.  (T) (F)   Since this was an obviously difficult and prejudicial law, they did not apply it.

95.  What evil had Elishib committed (v. 4-9)?

96.  How do people commit the same error today?

97.  When the portions of the Levites were not given them, what resulted (v. 10)?

98.  (T) (F)  Nehemiah was an evil, short tempered man (v. 14).

99.  What confidence does obedience produce (v. 14)?

100.  What other problem is identified in verses 15-18?

101.  How was it solved (v. 19-22)?

102.  When the Jews married pagan women, how did this affect their children (v. 23-24)?

103.  How did Nehemiah express his disapproval (v. 25-27)?  Did he sin?

104.  What should have been learned from Solomon's life (v. 26)?

105.  Who did one of the sons of the High Priest marry (v. 28)?

REVIEW

106.  What time period does Ezra-Nehemiah cover?

107.  Complete the outline & write the time of each of these events:


Part I.  FIRST RETURN: __________________________ (Ezra ___ - ___ ). 


Part II.  SECOND RETURN: __________________________ (Ezra ___ - ___ ).


Part III.  THIRD RETURN: __________________________ (Neh. ___ - ___ ).

108.  What have you learned from these books?

