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INTRO TO EZRA-NEHEMIAH


INTRODUCTION TO EZRA-NEHEMIAH

I. TITLE OF THE BOOK.

A. Ezra is an Aramaic form of a Hebrew word, which means "help" or "Yahweh helps."  Nehemiah means "comfort of Yahweh."

B. These two books were originally one.  They were separated when they were translated into Latin.

II. AUTHOR OF THE BOOK.

A.  Although Ezra is not specifically mentioned as the author of Ezra, he is

the best candidate.  Jewish tradition attributes it to him and portions

of the book are written in the first person (7:28-9:15).  The vivid details also favor an eyewitness to these events.  In addition, there is an emphasis on the role of the priests, which Ezra was (7:1-5).

B.  Several sections in Nehemiah are clearly identified as "the words of

Nehemiah".  Some think that Nehemiah wrote those portions and



compiled the rest.(1:1-7:5; 12:27-43; 13:4-31).  Others think that

Ezra composed Nehemiah by using Nehemiah's personal diary.

III. TIME: 538 to 425 BC.


A.  Rather than one long period of 113 years, Ezra-Nehemiah cover 3

shorter pieces during this time after the Babylonian exile.

1.  Zerubbabel's return (538-515 BC).

2.  Ezra's return (457 BC).

3.  Nehemiah's (second) return (444-425 BC).


B.  During this time Esther becomes queen of Persia (483-473 BC).


C.  During this time, Gautama Budha was in India (560-480 BC),

Confucius (was in China (551-479 BC), and Socrates was in

Greece (470-399 BC).

IV. THE CHRIST OF 2 KINGS:

A.  Ezra follows God's continued fulfillment of His promise to keep the

lineage of David alive.  Zerubbabel is the grandson of Jeconiah

(Jehoiachin, 1 Chron. 3:17-19, Matt. 1:12-13).  Zerubbabel also

typifies Christ in that he builds the temple.


B.  Ezra typifies Christ in his work of moral and religious restoration.

C.  Nehemiah typifies Christ in that he gives up a high position in order to

identify with the plight of his people; he comes with a specific

mission, which he fulfills; and his life is characterized by prayer and

dependence upon God.

V.
THE BOOKS.

A.  EZRA's Theme - The faithfulness of God seen in restoring Judah &

Jerusalem following punitive exile (Jer. 29:10; Ezra 7:27-28,

9:13, 15).  Restoration & Reformation.


B.  NEHEMIAH's Theme - The success of the dedicated work of God's

people in rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem (Neh. 2:17, 4:6, 6:3).

VI.
THE MEN.


A.  Ezra was of priestly descent, a son of "Seraiah" the chief priest,

Eleazar the son of Aaron (Ezra 7:1, 5; 1 Chron. 6:14-157;

2 Kings 25:18).  He was a scribe of the Law of God - instructor in

the law (7:10-12).  He received favor from Persian king (7:6, 16-26).  Was deeply humble (9:10-15).  A reformer of the people (chp. 10).


B.  Nehemiah Showed knowledge & trust in God (1:8-11, 2:20), interest &

compassion for God's people (1:2, 4), courage (4:10-14), & caution

(2:12-13, 4:16-23).  His total dedication to God's cause is seen in

his selflessness (chp. 5) and his unwillingness to compromise truth

(6:12-13, 13:23-27).

VII.
FEATURES.


A.  Obstacles in building the temple (Ezra 4:5, 23-24; 6:15).


B.  Obstacles in building the wall:



1.  Without:  Scorn (N. 4:1-6), force (N. 4:7-23), craft (N. 6:1-19).



2.  Within:  Debris (N. 4:10), fear (N. 4:11-14), greed (N. 5:1-13).


C.  Obstacles of worldliness in the character of the people of God's:

1.  Needed to turn away from foreign wives (Ezra 9-10, Neh. 13).

2.  Needed to renew the covenant (Neh. 8-10).

VIII.
TIME-LINE.


A.  Remember that the Babylonian captivity began with the first wave of

captives in 606 BC.  There was a subsequent wave of captivity in

597 BC, and the final destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC.


B.  The Old Testament books of Ezra-Nehemiah, Esther, Haggai,

Zechariah & Malachi have the Persian rule as their background.

C.  There were three waves of return:  538 BC, 457 BC, and 444 BC.  Out

of approximately 2-3 million, only 49,897 returned with Zerubbabel

from Babylon.  The prosperity that they had, the 900 mile journey,

and the hardships they would face in Jerusalem were too great an

obstacle for most of the people.  About 2000 people returned with

Ezra.


D.  Those who specified as returning are from the tribes of Judah,

Benjamin, and Levi; but it is evident that representatives of the

Other ten tribes are present as well.  The ten "lost tribes" are not

entirely lost (cf. Luke 2:36).

	RULER
	EVENTS
	SCRIPTURE

	1.  Cyrus (539-529 BC)

  Takes Babylon 539 BC
	1ST RETURN: Zerubbabel 538-515 BC.

Begins the temple 538-534 BC.
	Ezra 1:1-4,

2 Chron. 36:22-23

	2.  Cambyses (Ahasuerus)

 (529-522 BC)
	Letters of opposition.

Death by suicide.
	Ezra 4:6

	3.  Smerdis (Artaxerxes)

 (522 BC)
	Letters of opposition.
	Ezra 4:7

	4.  Darius (522-485 BC)
	Shushan becomes capital;  Temple resumed & completed (520-515 BC).
	Esther 1:2; Zech. 1:1; Haggai 1:14-15;

Ezra 6:15

	5.  Ahasuerus (Xerxes) (485-465 BC)
	Esther's husband; Between Ezra 6-7 is a 58 year gap (516-458 BC).
	Esther 1:1, 2:17

	6.  Artaxerxes (Longimanus) (465-424 BC)
	2ND RETURN:  Ezra (458).

3RD RETURN:  Nehemiah, rebuilds walls (445-432).  
	Ezra 7:1-7;

Neh. 2:1, 5:14

	7.  Xerxes II (424 BC)
	
	

	8.  Darius II (Nothus)

  (423-404 BC)
	
	Neh. 12:22; 13:23-27;

Malachi 2:13-16

	9.  Artaxerxes II

  (404-358 BC)
	
	

	10.  Artaxerxes III

  (358-338 BC)
	
	

	11.  Arses (338-336 BC)
	
	

	12.  Darius III (336-331 BC)
	Persian Empire conquered by Alexander the Great.
	


IX.
OUTLINE.


I.  FIRST RETURN:  ZERUBBABEL (Ezra 1-6).


II.  SECOND RETURN:  EZRA (Ezra 7-10).


III.  THIRD RETURN:  NEHEMIAH (Neh. 1-13).

QUESTIONS FOR THE INTRO TO EZRA-NEHEMIAH

1.  Give the time periods of the three returns listed below:

A.  Zerubbabel's return -

B.  Ezra's return -

C.  Nehemiah's (second) return -

2.  List some of the other prophets that worked during this time period?

