1
PAGE 3
EZRA 7-10
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II.  SECOND RETURN:  EZRA (Ezra 7-10).


A.  Preparation & Census (7-8).



1.  Decree of Artaxerxes (7:1-28).



2.  Census (8:1-14).



3.  Spiritual preparation  (8:15-23).



4.  Return completed (8:24-36).


B.  Ministry of Reform (9-10).



1.  Israel intermarries (9:1-2).



2.  Ezra Intercedes with God (9:3-15).



3.  Reformation of the people (10:1-44).

NOTE:  A smaller return (just under 2000 people) under Ezra takes place in 457 BC, eighty-one years after the first return.  Ezra the priest is give authority by Artaxerxes I to bring people & contributions for the temple in Jerusalem.  Many priests, but few Levites return with Zerubbabel and Ezra (2:36-42; 8:15-19).


There is a gap of 58 years between chapters 6 and 7, in which the people fall into a confused spiritual state and Ezra is alarmed.  Ezra's main work is to rebuild the people morally & spiritually, for they had intermarried with foreigners.  Some believe that Ezra's work instituted the foundation of the Synagogue, while others believe that it started earlier, during the captivity.  Whatever the case, Ezra makes it his priority to know, live and teach the law of God.

QUESTIONS FOR EZRA 7:1-28

1.  Who is now over Persia (v. 1)?

2.  Ezra traces his family back to __________ (v. 5).  Therefore, Ezra was:

A.  Porter
B.  Singer
C.  Priest
D.  Nethinim

3.  How did it come about that he was to travel to Jerusalem (v. 6)?

4.  How long did the journey from Babylon to Jerusalem take (v. 8-9)?

5.  "For Ezra had set his _________ to _________ the law of Jehovah, and

to _________ it, and to __________ in Israel statutes &

ordinances" (v. 10).

6.  What did these people do when they returned (v. 35-36)?

EZRA 9:1-15

7.  What did "the princes of Israel" tell Ezra (v. 1-2)?

8.  What was Ezra's reaction to this (v. 3-4)?  Who gathered to him?

9.  Where did God command Israel to not marry women of the peoples of the

land?

10.  Who had been foremost in this sin?

11.  THOUGHT QUESTION:  Ezra prayed "my" God (v. 6).  Do we pray this

way?

12.  Why does Ezra refer to "our" iniquities & "our" guiltiness (v. 6)?  Was he

guilty of intermarriage with foreigners?

13.  What did Ezra understand about God:


Verses 7, 10-12, 14-15 -


Verses 8-9, 13 -

14.  What doe you learn from Ezra's prayer that to him made this sin so

grievous (v. 13)?

EZRA 10:1-15

15.  Ezra __________ and made ____________  ______________ and

_________ himself down before the house of God (v. 1).

16.  While Ezra did this, who came (v. 1)?

17.  Why did Shecaniah say there was yet hope (v. 2-3)?

18.  (T) (F)  God would never require me to leave an unlawful marriage,

especially if there were innocent children.

19.  "Arise, for the matter belongeth unto thee, and we are _____ thee, be

of _______ _________, and _____ it" (v. 4).

20.  THOUGHT QUESTION:  Do we have the heart of Shecaniah towards

those who are grieved at our sin?

21.  Under what penalty was all Israel called together (v. 7-8)?

22.  How urgent was the matter (v. 4)?

23.  Why do you think some stood up against this (v. 15)?

EZRA 10:16-44

24.  Did the people follow through with this (v. 16)?

25.  How many months did this take to straighten out (v. 16-17)?

26.  Is it wrong to name the name & the sin of those who repent (v. 18-43)?

