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Qual.s of Deacons


THE QUALIFICATIONS OF DEACONS

Below are the qualifications, some explanations and questions.  Please read, answer and explain your answers.

THE NAME:

1. Deacon (1 Tim. 3:8, 10, 12; see also Acts 6:1, 2, 4).

Q:  What does the word mean?  What does it require (1 Tim. 3:10)?

Q:  Why is Acts 6 properly associated with deacons?

CHARACTER:

2. Grave (1 Tim. 3:8) - first reverent, dignified, respectable; then serious.  "The word points to seriousness of purpose and to self-respect in conduct."

Q:  Why might a man who was not dependable or responsible not be

qualified?

3. Not double-tounged (3:8) - Not two-faced, deceptive.

Q:  Why is a straight-forward and truthful man needed for this role?

4. Not given to much wine (3:8).

Q:  Does this mean that a deacon may be "given to a little wine"?

Q:  Would a man who is under medication that affects his judgement be

eligable for this work?

5. Not greedy of filthy luchre (3:8) - Not fond of dishonest gain or shameful profit making.

Q:  Should deacons take vows of poverty?

Q:  What are some occupations that would not be suitable for a Christian,

much less a deacon?

6. Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience (3:9).

Q:  What does "holding" the faith indicate?

Q:  How do we hold the faith "in a pure conscience"?  Is sincerity alone

enough?

Q:  Why would such a stable and sound man be needed for this work?

7. Let these also first be proved, then let them serve as deacons (3:10).

Q:  What should a man already be doing before becoming a deacon?

8. If the be blameless (3:10) one who cannot be called into question concerning wrong doing; free from any charge or wrong doing (cf. 1 Cor. 1:4, 8; Col. 1:21-23).

Q:  If a man is accused of evil, but the report cannot be sustained by

evidence, would he be qualified?

DOMESTIC:

9. The husband of one wife (1 Tim. 3:12).  A "one woman man."

a:  (T) (F)  This rules out polygamy.

b:  (T) (F)  This rules out adultery.

c:  May a deacon be a bachelor?

d:  May a deacon be a woman (Rom. 16:1)?

e:  May a deacon be a widower?

f:  May a deacon be divorced and remarried (Matt. 19:9; 5:32)?

10.   Ruling their children and own house well (1 Tim. 3:12).  One who manages well his own house (NAS).

Q:  Does this refer only to managing the physical aspects of the home?

Q:  Must a man have believing children in order to be a deacon?

11. For they that have served well as deacons gain to themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus (3:13).

Q:  What do men often associate with greatness?

Q:  What does God associate with greatness in men (Lk. 22:26; Phil. 2:7)?

12.   Good report (Acts 6:3) - good reputation, good record.

Q:  Why would this be important?

13.   Full of the Spirit (6:3) - lives manifesting the influence and guidance of the Holy Spirit (cf. Gal. 5:22-23; Eph. 5:18).

Q:  Does this refer to miraculous ability?

14.   Full of wisdom (6:3) - good judgement.

Q:  Why would this be important?

15. Who is responsible for choosing deacons (6:3)?

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS:

a:  When deacons are appointed, does that mean that the local members are

relieved of all responsibility?

b:  Why might the list of qualifications for deacons not be as rigid as for

elders?

c:  Do deacons have the authority to oversee the local church?

d:  Is it the work of deacons to preach?  Can they still preach?
e:  Read Acts 6:1-4, what were deacons to help with?

1) Serve tables - in this case it was taking care of needy Christian widows.

2) To allow others to "attend to the word" - Too often, the responsibilities of preaching, caring for the needy, taking care of the grounds and building maintenance, etc. fall upon on just a few brethren.  God has provided that these duties be shared and distributed among the saints.

f:  Do members of a local church have any responsibilities towards deacons?

If so, what?

