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Speaking As The Oracles Of God (1 Pet. 411)





January 11, 2009
Maintaining A Pure Fellowship
dwh
There is no doubt that the Bible teaches us to keep our fellowship pure and holy.  Passages like 1 Corinthians 5 show that a brother who sins and does not repent cannot continue in our spiritual association and that our social interaction with them affects the success or failure of the discipline process.  Things as simple as eating with them (5:11) can undermine the purposes of God in this congregational action.

It is also evident that the common view of breaking fellowship or as some term it, "shunning" someone, is that it is a horrendously harsh action.  Cruel beyond measure.  The following are some quotes from people on how they view social shunning for misbehavior.  These quotes are not from members of the Lord's church.
"In my opinion? Shunning is beyond cruelty. It's almost like bullying people... Humans are social beings. Being left out is so inhuman to do.   I'd say remove the whole shun idea, but that's just me."

"...Shunning is taking it a step too far, [we are] a community and as such we should try and better our members through positive influences rather than just ignoring them. If anything, ignoring them would increase the feeling of isolation and, as such increase the possibility of them acting out...  But that's just my view."

On the other hand, one person said, "Personally while I believe shunning IS harsh, at the same time I can see why it was chosen as a method of dealing with people. It is harsh but VERY effective, and the likely-hood of the impact STAYING with the person being shunned is a lot higher than a lot of other things."
Yes, shunning or isolating someone socially can be harsh.  It can make a person feel excluded and rejected.    But didn't the Lord know this when He commanded it (2 Thess. 3:6)?  Did the Lord overlook these details?  No.  On the contrary, the Lord understands more than any human being what the advantages and disadvantages are of whatever methods of correction exist.  He chose this method.

Having no fellowship doesn't necessarily mean no communication at all (2 Thess. 3:14-15).  Admonition is also commanded even while "having no company with" them.  The difference is that casual interaction or acceptance cannot continue.  God requires that our contact with them be aimed at urging them to repent.  And, as the last person quoted above acknowledged, socially isolating someone tends to stick with them, or have a more lasting impact.
Consider Galatians 4:17.  "They zealously seek you in no good way; nay, they desire to shut you out, that ye may seek them."  What did Paul say about the Judaizing teachers?  These false teachers wanted Christians to listen to them, so what did they do?  They EXCLUDED Christians from their fellowship.  They wanted to make Christians feel like they were missing out on something big and important.  And Paul was exposing this approach because he was concerned that it was working (Gal. 4:19)!
Does withdrawing fellowship or disassociating with someone work in causing them to rethink their position?  Certainly it does.

Yet, we have so many attempts today to diminish and take away from Gods way of converting erring Christians.  We have Ed Harrell's false teaching on Romans 14.  We have countless version of Romans 14 error that promote fellowship with those who are continuing in sin.  Then we have those who teach the truth but simply don't apply it consistently.  Congregations that, for example, openly fellowship men like Ed Harrell in spite of his well known and published views.
Can you imagine a congregation receiving Hymanaeus and Alexander for a Gospel Meeting (1 Tim. 1:20)?  Or Hymanaeus and Philetus (2 Tim. 2:17-18)?  Would a congregation that was aware of these written warnings from Paul be obeying the Lord if they fellowshipped these men?
Bottom line is that we must obey God, and trust that He knows best.  This is no guarantee that everyone who gets to this point and is withdrawn from will be caused to convert, but it is the way God chose to use.
As Luke 16:8 says, "And his lord commended the unrighteous steward because he had done wisely: for the sons of this world are for their own generation wiser than the sons of the light."  The sons of this world understand how things work (cp. Gal. 4:17).  Do we?

GALATIANS 4:12-20

 12 ¶ Brethren, I urge you to become like me, for I became like you. You have not injured me at all.   13 You know that because of physical infirmity I preached the gospel to you at the first.   14 And my trial which was in my flesh you did not despise or reject, but you received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.   15 What then was the blessing you enjoyed? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes and given them to me.   16 Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?
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 17 ¶ They zealously court you, but for no good; yes, they want to exclude you, that you may be zealous for them.  18 But it is good to be zealous in a good thing always, and not only when I am present with you.

 19 ¶ My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you,  20 I would like to be present with you now and to change my tone; for I have doubts about you.
PEOPLE TO REMEMBER & PRAY FOR:  Wanda Frazier, Ellen Burchett, Gerald Brown, Sonja Savage, Mary Cox, Jean Gambrell, Monie Petty, Dave Poteet (NHC 225), Betty England, Larry Bumbalough, Michael Harris (Gerald Harris’s Son), Edwin Hayes, Allie Cantrell (Jack’s grandmother), Greg Gardner, Ed Williams, Sandra Harris (cancer, Ellen's daughter), Betty England's grand-daughter, Roy Gilreath, Doug Stafford, Jonathan Murdock (Joyce's nephew, 4 wheeler accident), Frank (Randy's mother's husband), Buddy Hadden (Randy's uncle),  Stephen Vaughn (Christina's brother), Lucielle Bartlett (Sonja' grandmother), Paula Hill (Doug's mother, wrist surgery, revcovering) Bill Gambrell, Frazier family. 
OBEY THE GOSPEL!!!

Hear (Rom. 10:17)  Believe (Mark 16:16)
Repent (Acts 17:30-31) Confess (Rom. 10:9)
Be Baptized (Acts 2:38)  Live Faithfully (Rev. 2:10)

THINGS TO REMEMBER
· Singing – Third Sat. Of January

· Ladies Class - TBA
· Business Meeting – Last Sunday Each Month
· GM - Lanny Smith, Oct. 2009.
· GM – L.D. Anderson, Oct. 2010.
· New Web Info: NSCOC.Info & Preacher@NSCOC.Info
