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AFTER ACTS 28


INTRODUCTION TO GALATIANS

I. AUTHOR:  PAUL.

A. Author clearly identified (1:1; 5:2; 6:11).

B. Virtually unchallenged by critics.

C. The character of the book is noted by several commentators as similar to that of 2 Corinthians and Philippians.  It reveals sharpness and stern rebuke as well as genuine affection for those receiving the letter.

II. THE AUDIENCE:  THE GALATIANS.

A. Galatia originally applied to the North-central part of Asia Minor.  This is where the Gauls (or Celtic tribes) settled in the third century B.C.  Gradually, they mingled with the local inhabitants.  Later, this area came under Roman rule and was eventually declared a Roman province (25 B.C.).  As a Roman province the area called Galatia was expanded to include the cities of Antioch (in Pisida) and Iconium, Lystra & Derbe (of Lyconia).

B. Some assert that Paul wrote primarily or only to those ethnic Galatians in the Northern (original) region, but there is not clear evidence to support this.  In fact, there are several points which lean toward the Southern region as the intended recipients.

1. Paul used the term "Galatia" as a provincial name (1 Cor. 16:1, 5, 15, 19), not an ethnic reference.

2. In Gal. 2:5 we learn that Paul stood firm while in Jerusalem (AD 50, Acts 15) so that the truth of the Gospel might "continue" with them.  This clearly indicates that at the point of the debate in Jerusalem the Galatians had already received the Gospel.  So, when we consider that the only part of Galatia that Paul had visited before Acts 15 was Southern Galatia, we can only conclude that these are the ones whom he is addressing (cf. Acts 13:14; 14:1, 8, 20-23).

Those who believe Paul visited Northern Galatia look to Acts

16:6 and 18:23 to support this; but these are after the events at

Jerusalem in AD 50.  Also, these two verses do not even

indicate what parts of Galatia were visited, so it is impossible to

know if Paul ever went to Northern Galatia.

III. TIME:  AD  51.

A. Many scholars date the writing of this letter from 49 AD to much later dates.  Generally, the later dates are given due to people thinking that only the Northern Galatian area was being addressed.  But, as noted above, I do not think that is the best possible answer.

B. Those who prefer an earlier date associate this letter with the Galatians of the Southern section.  Some say that it was written before the Jerusalem Debate of Acts 15 by discounting the similarities between Acts 15 and Gal. 2.  But, due to these similarities between these two chapters, I prefer a date just after the events at Jerusalem.

C. Acts 15:33-36 indicate that they spent some time in Jerusalem following the debate and then returned to Antioch of Syria and "tarried" there teaching and preaching.  It is very probable that Paul wrote this letter during the time they spent in Antioch.  Later, we read that he returned to visit and "confirm" the brethren in the Galatian area (Acts 15:36; 16:1f).  This would fit with their having need to be strengthened and reassured concerning the issues of circumcision and the Mosaical Law.  This Paul could do in person and, now, with the letters from Jerusalem (Acts 16:4).

D. This would still make it one of the earliest writings of Paul (1 & 2 Thessalonians were also written in AD 51).

IV. THEME:  JUSTIFICATION IS BY FAITH, NOT THE LAW OF MOSES.

A. Paul wrote in response to the report that the Galatians churches were being influenced by Judaisers (1:7; 4:17, 21; 5:2-12; 6:12-13).

V. OUTLINE:

PART I  The Authority Behind Paul's Gospel (1-2).

PART II  Justification By Faith, Not Works Of Mosaical Law (3-4).

PART III  Freedom And It's Responsibilities (5-6).

