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GALATIANS 1-2


GALATIANS 1-2

I. THE AUTHORITY BEHIND PAUL'S GOSPEL (Chp. 1-2).
A. Salutation & affirmation of Paul's apostleship (1:1-2).

B. Summary of Paul's gospel (1:2-5).

C. The Galatian's danger of departing from the true gospel (1:6-9). 

D. Paul's preaching by direct revelation & not through man (1:10-16).

E. Independent of the other apostles & Jewish brethren (1:17-24).

F. Independent of Judaizing teachers (2:1-5).

G. "Pillars" of Jerusalem acknowledge Paul's apostleship (2:6-10).

H. Paul's authority not inferior to Peter's (2:11-21).

NOTE 1:  The word "apostle" has a special and a common meaning.  It primary or common meaning is "delegate, envoy or messenger" or "one sent".  Epaphroditus, for example, was the messenger [apostolos] of the Philippians (Phil. 2:25).  The term is often applied in the Bible to refer to God's messengers (Luke 11:49) and is even used of Jesus (Heb. 3:1).  Hence, not every use of the word "apostle" is used in special sense we are used to.

But, as Paul uses it here in Galatians 1:1 it also refers to that select group of men who had a specific mission.  That group was hand picked by Jesus (Matt. 10:1ff, Acts 1:2 and Acts 9:15).  Their mission was to reveal & testify concerning Christ and His kingdom (John 16:13, 15:26; Acts 22:15).  These men were also empowered to perform miracles for the edification of the church (Eph. 4:11-12, 1 Cor. 12:28), the confirmation of their authority (2 Cor. 12:12), and the confirmation of their message (Mark 16:20).  It is also important to note that while others were given  miraculous powers (cf. 1 Cor. 12:8-11), only the apostles could pass on gifts to others (Acts 8:18).  Furthermore, these men had to be witnesses of Christ's resurrection (Act 1:22).  Paul claimed (by inspiration) to be a witness and, in fact, the very last one (1 Cor. 9:1, 15:8).  There are, therefore, no living apostles today; but we do have reliable copies of their inspired writings preserved by God's providence (1 Pet. 1:22-25).

NOTE 2:  Two words that Paul uses to describe sin are:

1) Sin [harmartia] (1:4) means "missing the mark."  It necessitates a

mark or standard to which one ought to attain, but does not.

2) Transgressor [parabaten] (2:18) describes one who oversteps a bound.  It suggests one who is deliberate or willful violator.  In other words, one who knowingly goes beyond the set limit or standard.

QUESTIONS FOR GAL. 1:1-5.

1. What was Paul (1:1)?

2. How had he not received this role?  How had he received it (1:1)?

3. What is the difference between "from" and "through" (1:.1)?

4. What had God done (1:1)?

5. Why would it be significant that Paul (a Jew) writing from Antioch (a city of Gentiles) would use the word "brethren" in verse 2?

6. To whom was this letter addressed (1:2)?

A. The diocese of Galatia.

B. The Archbishop of Galatia.

C. The local churches in the region of Galatia.

7. What relationship do grace and peace have to each other (1:3)?

8. From whom do grace and peace come?

9. (T) (F)  Jesus died to remove Adam's sins from us (1:4).

10.  For what two reasons did Jesus give Himself (1:4)?

11.  Who should we glorify?

A. Ourselves.


C.  Rockstars & moviestars.

B. Great preachers.

D.  God.

12.  What does "amen" mean?

GAL. 1:6-9.

13.   Why did Paul marvel (1:6)?

14.   What significance does the word "quickly" have on the date of this letter (1:6)?

15.   Who is "him" (1:6)?

16.   How were the Galatians called in the grace of Christ (1:6)?

17.   What is meant by "which is not another gospel"?

18.   When anyone teaches "another gospel" what are they really doing (1:7)?

19.   Who does Paul refer to by "we" (1:8)?

20.   What does "anathama" mean (1:8. 9)?

21.   If a messenger from heaven appeared & said that he came to reveal another gospel, more of the gospel, or parts of it that were lost; should we believe him?  Explain.

22.   Why did Paul repeat himself in verse 9?

23.   What is the difference between verse 8 and verse 9?  Why are these to points important?

24.   Since the apostle Paul condemned changing the gospel, what can we say regarding "later day revelations" and "modern prophets" (for example, Mary Baker Eddy of the Adventists, she claimed to receive revelations from God in the 1800's AD, here in the U.S.)?

GAL. 1:10-17.

25.   What were some saying Paul's reason was for teaching freedom from the Old Law (1:10)?

26.   When a man preaches, what should he be seeking (1:10)?  Not seeking?

27.   If a preacher sought to please men, would he be a slave to Christ?  Explain.

28.   Why is the word "slave" appropriate (v.10)?  (cf. Matt. 6:24; Rom. 6:16).

29.   What does "not after man" mean (1:11-12)?

30.   What had the Galatians heard about Paul (1:13)?

31.   What kinds of names were used to describe churches in the Bible (2)?

A. Geographical locations (of cities or regions).

B. Names that identified God's ownership ("of Christ" or "of God").

C. Names of men and angels ("of St. Paul" or "of St. Peter" of "of Michael").

D. Names that distinguished differences in doctrine and organization (Methodist, Baptist, Adventist, Pentecostal, etc.).

32.   What had Paul done to the "church of God" (1:13)?

33.   What had Paul been "more exceedingly zealous" for (1:14)?

34.   Why are these details of Paul's life relevant to this epistle?

35.   What was Paul separated for, even from his mother's womb (1:15-16)?

A. Salvation.

B. Apostleship.

C. Sin.

36.   Does this mean that Paul had no free will?  Explain.

37.   How was Paul called (1:15-16)?  Why called?

38.   When Paul was converted, what did he not do?  What did he do?  Why is this important? (1:16-17)
GAL. 1:18-24.

39.   How long was it before Paul returned to Jerusalem?  Find this in Acts.

40.   Who did he see there (1:18)?  For how long?

41.   Who else did he see?  Not see? (1:19)
42.   Would this have been sufficient time for him to learn the gospel he preached?

43.   What were some in Galatia saying about Paul (1:20)?

44.   Where might Paul have gone in the regions of Syria & Cilicia (Acts 11:25-26; Acts 9:30)?
45.   Why was Paul still unknown by face to the churches in Judea?  Why is important to know this?

46.   What had the churches heard?  How did they respond to this? (1:23-24)
47.   What did Paul preach according to verses 8 and 11?

48.   What did Paul preach according to verse 23?

49.   Were these two different messages?  Explain.

50.   Did Paul sin by swearing / promising (1:20; Matt. 5:34)?  Explain.

GAL.  2:1-10.

51.   When was the next time that Paul mentions going to Jerusalem (2:1)?  Note: this was not Acts 11:30, but Acts 15.
52.   Who did he go with (2:2; Acts 15:2)?

53.   Did the Galatian brethren know Barnabas?  Explain.  (Cp Acts 14:6, 12)
54.   What did Paul do while in Jerusalem (1:2)?

55.   Why did he do this "privately" (1:2)?

56.   What was agreed upon or acknowledged by those present (1:3)?  Does this mean single person agreed (cp. 2:4-5)?
57.   How does Paul describe the Judaizing teachers (1:4)?

58.   Did Paul need to lighten up and be more loving?  Explain.

59.   What does "privily" mean (1:4 ASV)?

60.   What does "bondage" refer to (1:4)?

61.   How did Paul respond to false teachers (2:5)?

A. Due to their age he continued to receive them.

B. Due to their previous faithful years he continued to receive them.

C. Due to their sincerity he continued to receive them.

D. Due to their false teaching he did not yield to them for even an hour.

62.   Why was Paul so adamant against the Judaizing teachers (2:5)?

A. Paul had trouble getting along with people.

B. Paul wanted the preeminence among them.

C. Paul wanted the truth to have preeminence.

63.   Where may we find truth (2:5)?

64.   What did those "of repute" not do for Paul (2:6)?

65.   In what way did Paul not concern himself with their reputations?  Was he saying that their good reputations meant nothing or were undeserved?

66.   Does the fact that Paul was entrusted with "the gospel unto the Gentiles" and Peter with the "gospel unto the Circumcision" mean that they taught two different messages (2:7-8)?

67.   When these brethren "of repute" realized Paul's God given role, what did they do (2:9)?  What did this show?

68.   Who were the men "of repute" that Paul speaks of (2:9)?

69.   Why does Paul say his apostleship was a "grace" (2:9)?

70.   What did these men of repute urge Paul & Barnabas to remember (2:10)?

GAL. 2:11-21.

71.   Who is Cephas?  Why might this name be used in this context?
72.   When he came to Antioch, what did Paul do?  Why (2:11)?

73.   (T) (F)  Paul should have been more tactful.  Explain.

74.   What had caused Cephas to separate from the Gentile brethren (2:12)?

75.   How did this affect the other Jewish brethren (2:13)?

76.   What does "dissimulation" mean (2:13 ASV)?

77.   What caused Paul to speak up (2:14)?

78.   Why was it appropriate to do this "before them all" (2:14)?

79.   What was Paul pointing out in (2:14)?

80.   In what way did Peter "compel" the Gentiles to live as the Jews (2:14)?

81.   Even though Paul & Cephas were Jews (2:15) what did they know (2:16)?

82.   What did this cause them to do (2:17a)?

83.   If while seeking justification in Christ the apostles were found to be sinners; would that invalidate or make void the ministry of Christ (2:17)?

84.   Who is proven guilty if an apostle sins (2:18)?

85.   How did Paul die to the law (2:19-20)?  Why?

86.   What is connected with faith in (2:20)?

87.   What did Paul know about the Son of God (2:20b)?  Do we?

88.   How would it affect the grace of God & Christ's ministry if righteousness is through the Law? (2:21a)
89.   What law is Paul talking about here (2:21)?

A. All law.


C.  The law of Moses.

B. The law of sin.

D.  The law of faith.

90.   What law do people generally think Paul is talking about?

91.   Did Peter hate Paul for this stern & public rebuke (cf. 2 Pet. 3:15)?

92.   When Paul said, "Christ liveth in me" (2:20); was he speaking of a literal, bodily indwelling?  Explain.

