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GALATIANS 3-4

II.  JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH, NOT WORKS OF THE MOSAICAL LAW

DEFENDED (Chp. 3-4).
A. Folly Of Turning To The Mosaical Law (3:1-14).

1. Christ's death (v. 1)

2. Fellowship with the Spirit (v. 2-3).

3. Their sufferings (v. 4).

4. The gifts of the Spirit (v. 5). 

5. Sons of Abraham by faith (v. 6-9).

6. If under the Law, then under a curse (v. 10).

7. Justification by faith (v. 11-14).

B. The Law's Relation To The Gospel (3:15-29).

1. Surety of God's promise to Abraham (v. 15-18).

2. What then is the Law (v. 19-24)?

3. Now that faith is come (v. 25-29).

C. The Two Covenants Explained (4:1-31).

1. All were formerly under bondage (v. 1-11).

2. The Galatians' first reaction to Paul (v. 12-20).

3. Illustration of the Old & New Covenants (v. 21-31).

NOTE 1:  Many take the word "reckoned" (3:6 ASV) and try to support the Calvinistic idea of "imputed righteousness."  However, there is nothing in the word that would indicate a transfer of sins or righteousness from one person to another.  It simply refers to placing to one's account what is his.  Abraham's faith was counted unto righteousness, i.e. faith is the condition for being declared righteous.  Paul has already shown that we cannot obtain righteousness by perfect obedience to the Law of Moses (Gal. 2:16), because all have sinned (Rom. 3:23).  However, we can obtain righteousness by faith.  Faith is the condition that one must meet to receive the gift of God's grace (righteousness).  It is not a work of merit by which one earns righteousness.

NOTE 2:  An interesting parallel is seen the following two verses:


Faith counted for (eis) righteousness (Gal. 3:6).


Repent & be baptized for (eis) remission of sins (Acts 2:38).

QUESTIONS FOR GAL. 3:1-14.

1. Why did Paul call them "foolish" (3:1)?  Was this a sin (Matt. 5:22)?

2. What does "bewitched" mean?

3. How had they "received the Spirit" (3:2)?  What did this refer to?

4. What impact does "this only" have on Paul's argument (3:2)?

5. Is it possible to begin in the Spirit & to be perfected in the flesh? (3:3)  Explain.

6. Why would their sufferings be in vain if they turned to the Law (3:4)?

7. Did the miracles of the Spirit come and confirm the message of the Judaizers or of Paul (3:5)?

8. How was Abraham reckoned righteous (3:6)?

9. Who are the sons of Abraham (3:7)?

10.   Who might the Judaizers say are Abraham's sons?

11.   What is meant by "and the scripture foreseeing..." (3:8)?  Also, how could a written document "foresee" anything?

12.   What did the scripture foresee (3:8)?

A. That God would justify Gentiles when they became Jews.

B. That God would justify Gentiles by circumcision & faith.

C. That God would justify Gentiles by faith.

13.  How was the gospel preached beforehand to Abraham (3:8)?

14.   Where is "in thee shall all the nations be blessed" a quote from?

15.   What does a promise (like 3:8) require?

16.   How are we (Gentiles) blessed with the faithful Abraham (3:9)?

17.   What are those who are of the works of the Law under (3:10)?  Why?

18.   What is the curse (cp. Deut. 21:22-23)?

19.   How is it evident that "no man is justified by the law before God" (3:11)?

20.   How is the Law not of faith (3:12)?

21.   Identify the "us" of v. 13.

22.   How did Christ redeem us from the curse (3:13)?

23.   How did Christ "become a curse for us" (3:13)?  (cf. Deut. 21:22-23)

24.   Since Christ redeemed "us" from the curse, who is included in receiving the blessing of Abraham in Christ Jesus (3:14)?

25.   What is the blessing called in v. 14?  Explain each part of this phrase.

GAL. 3:15-22.

26.   What does "I speak after the manner of men" mean (3:15)?

27.   When a man makes a covenant & confirms it, what cannot be done (v.15)?

28.   To whom were the promises spoken (3:16)?

29.   Who is "his seed"?  Who is not "his seed"?

30.   What did God do before the Law (3:17)?

31.   How long after this did the Law come (3:17)?

32.   What time period lasted 430 years?

A. Abraham to Jacob.

B. Abraham to the giving of the Law.

C. Jacob to the giving of the Law.

33.   (T) (F)  The law disannulled the promise (3:15).

34.   "If the inheritance is of the law, it is no more of _________ " (3:18).

35.   Why was the law added?  Until when (3:19)?

36.   How ordained (3:19)?

37.   What is a mediator (3:19-20)?

38.   What does "a mediator is not a mediator of one" indicate about the Mosaical Law?

39.   What does "God is one" indicate about the promise (3:20)?

40.   Since the law & the promise are different, does this mean the law was against the promise?

41.   What is connected with being "alive" (3:21)?

42.   What did the Law ("the scriptures") do (3:22)?  Why?

43.   How?  (cp. Rom. 7:7-9)

44.   Give 3 marks of inferiority of the Law as compared to the promise (3:17, 19)?

GAL.  3:23-29.

45.   Before faith, what did the Law do (3:23-24)?  Why?

46.   Explain v. 25 to someone who wants to appeal to the Psalms for musical instruments in worship.

47.   How are we sons of God (3:26)?

A. By grace only.

B. By grace through faith only.

C. By faith only.

D. By faith.

48.   What does "for" (3:27) help us to understand about "faith" (3:26)?

49.   Can anyone be saved outside of Christ (3:26-27)?

50.   How do we "put on Christ" (3:26-27)?

51.   Does 3:28 teach there are no social or gender distinctions at all?

52.   Why is v. 28 an important conclusion that the Galatians needed to understand?  How does it fit with the context of this letter?
53.   "And if ye are ______ 's  then are ye _________ 's  seed, heirs 

according to ___________ " (3:29).

54.   Who is the "ye" of v. 29?

GAL. 4:1-7.

55.   If an heir is a child, how is he treated (4:1-2)?

56.   Who is the "we" of v. 3?

57.   What are the "rudiments of the world"? (Cf. Col. 2:8, 14-17, 20-23)

58.   When was the "time appointed by the father" (4:2) or the "fullness of time" (4:4)?

59.   What does "sent forth" imply in this text (4:4)?

60.   Why did Paul specify that God's son was born "of a woman" (4:4)?

61.   What does Christ being "born under the law" indicate (4:4)?

62.   How did Jesus redeem those under the Law (4:5)?

A. He obeyed God perfectly in order to impute His righteousness to others (i.e. He obeyed vicariously).

B. He obeyed God perfectly in order to be the perfect sacrifice for others sins (i.e. He suffered vicariously).

63.   Who is also included in this redemption & referred to as "we" (4:5)?  Explain how what Christ did includes these people.
64.   (T) (F)  In order to make us sons God sent forth the Spirit of His Son 

into our hearts (4:6).

65.   What does  "Abba, Father" express?

66.   Who cries "Abba, Father" (4:6)?  Explain.

67.   What double benefit is there to being a son (4:7)?

GAL. 4:8-10.

68.   What does "not knowing God" mean (4:8)?

69.   What does "in bondage to them that by nature are no gods" mean (4:8)?

70.   What do "come to know God" and "known by God" mean (4:9)?

71.   Why did Paul say one and then switch to the other?

72.   Why is Judaism called "weak & beggarly elements" (4:9)?  (cf. Rom. 9:23; Eph. 1:7, 18; 2:7; 3:8, 16; Phil. 4:19; Col. 1:27.)

73.   Had these people been circumcised previously?  If not, then why would Paul compare circumcision with idolatry?

74.   What were they now observing (4:10)?  (cp. 1 Chr. 23:30-31; 2 Chr. 2:4; 8:13; 31:3; Neh. 10:33; Ezk. 45:17; Hos. 2:11)
75.   What was Paul afraid of (4:11)?

76.   What does this teach us about observance of unauthorized religious days?

GAL.  4:12-20.

77.   What does Paul discuss in verses 12-15?

78.   Explain "I am become as you are" (4:12).

79.   Explain "become as I am" (4:12).

80.   When did they do no wrong to Paul (4:12)?  What is the point of this sentence?

81.   Why did Paul preach to them the first time (4:13)?

82.   Do we know what this was?

83.   How did the Galatians respond (4:14)?

84.   What did Paul testify regarding their attitude (4:15)?

85.   What sometimes happens when you tell the truth (4:16)?

86.   How did the Judaizers zealously seek the Galatians (4:17)?

87.   To whom does Paul refer in v. 18?

88.   What does "brethren" and "my little children" express (4:12, 19)?

89.   What did Paul compare his efforts towards the Galatians to (4:19)?

90.   Did Paul enjoy chastising & rebuking, after all he did it so often and so well (4:20)?

91.   Why did he speak in this way with them (4:20)?

GAL.  4:21-31.

92.   On what basis did Paul try to reason with the Judaizers (4:21)?

93.   What are the names of Abraham's 2 sons?  What were their mother's names?

94.   Who was born "after the flesh"?  "Through promise"? (4:23)
95.   What did these women represent (4:24-27)?  Why?

96.   How did the barren have more children than her who had the husband (4:27)?

97.   What are we (4:28)?

98.   Who are the children after the flesh (4:29)?  What do these do (cf. Gen. 21:9)?

99.   What does the scripture say regarding the handmaid & her son?  Why?  What does this mean when it is applied?

100.   "Wherefore, brethren, we are not children of a ________ , but of a 

_________ " (4:31).

