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INTRODUCTION TO HEBREWS

I.  AUTHOR: Unknown.

A.  Hebrews does not give the name of the author.


B.  Early Christians ascribed the work to Paul.



1.  Men such as Pataenus (AD 180), Clement of Alexandra

(AD 187), and Origen (AD 185), Eusebius (AD320),

Jerome (AD 392).



2.  "If then any church considers this epistle as coming from Paul,

let it be commended for this, for neither did those ancient

men deliver it as such without cause.  But who it was that

really wrote this epistle God only knows."  (Origen,

Ecclesiastical History, Eusebius, Book VI, Chp. 25

p. 246-247).  (Cf. Deut. 29:29)



3.  One who know Timothy (Heb. 13:23).



4.  Probably written from Italy (Heb. 13:24).


C.  Even if it was not Paul, the Book has all the marks of inspiration.



1.  Internal Evidence:




a.  Harmony with other Scripture.




b.  Authority, dignity & majesty peculiar to Scripture.




c.  Depth of meaning peculiar to Scripture.



2.  External Evidence:




a.  Quoted as Scripture in early churches before the time of

miracles ceased.




b.  Found in oldest versions of the N. T. (Syriac AD 150) and

catalogues of the N.T. Books.

II.  TIME & PLACE OF WRITING:  ~ A.D. 65, Probably from Rome.


A.  All the evidence points to a date in the mid-sixties AD.



1.  Time had passed since the readers' conversion (Heb. 5:12).



2.  Timothy was imprisoned, but now liberated & alive (Heb. 13:23).



3.  The Temple evidently was still standing, but it's removal was

imminent (12:27; 8:13; 10:24-25, 37).


B.  Rome is the most probable place of writing (Heb. 13:24).

III.  BACKGROUND:  The Recipients of the Book.


A.  The early manuscripts were entitled "To The Hebrews."



1.  "Hebrews" first occurs in Gen. 14:13 when Abraham "passed

over" from the region beyond the Euphrates.



2.  In the N.T., the word is used to distinguish between the Jews in

Palestine & those who had been influenced by Greek

customs & language (Acts 6:1).  It emphasized the "purest"

of Jews (2 Cor. 11:22; Phil. 3:5).



3.  Events & local knowledge seem to indicate that the readers

were Jewish Christians in Palestine (Heb. 10:32-34;

Acts 8:1; 18:12-17; 19:25-41; Heb. 13:12-14).


B.  Consider the fact that as 70 AD drew near, Jewish nationalism rose to

the point of open rebellion against Rome.  Thus, there would be

increased pressure on all of the Jewish race to conform to Jewish

customs & practices.  It is during this that Jewish Christians were

fearful of persecution if the did not revert back to Judaism.  But the

Hebrew writer points out that Christ is BETTER in everyway, than

the Old Law.  He also hints at the soon to come demise of the

Jewish system.

IV.  KEYS TO THIS STUDY:


A.  Theme:  BETTER things in Christ.



1.  The word "better" is used 13 times showing the supremacy of

Christ & His Covenant:

a.  Jesus BETTER than angels (1:4).

b.  Expecting BETTER things of you (6:9).

c.  The lesser is blessed by the BETTER (7:7).

d.  BETTER hope (7:19).

e.  Jesus surety of BETTER covenant (7:33; 8:6; 11:40).

f.  Covenant is based on BETTER promises (8:6).

g.  BETTER sacrifices (9:23; 12:24).

h.  BETTER possession (10:34).

i.  BETTER country (11:16).

j.  BETTER resurrection (11:35).



2.  The superiority of Christ is emphasized:




a.  Christ's SUPERIORITY to the prophets (1:1-2).




b.  Christ's SUPERIORITY to the angels (1:4-2:18).




c.  Christ's SUPERIORITY to the Mosaic order (3:1-4:13).




d.  Christ's SUPERIORITY to the Levitical order (4:14-8:13).



e.  Christ's SUPERIORITY in atonement (9:1-10:18).


B.  Purpose:  To prevent Christians who were Jews from leaving the faith

established by Jesus Christ.

1.  Encouraging words to prevent apostasy:


a.  "Let us fear" (4:1).


b.  "Let us therefore give diligence to enter" (4:11).


c.  "Let us hold fast our confession" (4:4).


d.  "Let us draw near... to the throne of grace" (4:16).


e.  "Let us press on to perfection" (6:1).


f.  Let us draw near" (10:22).


g.  "Let us hold fast the confession of our faith" (10:23).


h.  "Let us consider one another" (10:24).


i.  "Let us lay aside every weight" (12:1).


j.  "Let us run the race" (12:1).


k.  "Let us have grace" (12:28).


l.  Let us therefore go forth unto Him" (13:13).


m.  "Let us offer up a sacrifice of praise to God continually"

(13:15).



2.  BOLDNESS & confidence in Christ's superior position & service:




a.  "Hold fast our BOLDNESS" (3:6).




b.  "Draw near with BOLDNESS in time of need" (4:16).




c.  "BOLDNESS to enter into the Holy Place by the blood of

Jesus" (10:19).




d.  "Cast not away therefore your BOLDNESS" (10:35).




e.  "With GOOD COURAGE we can say the Lord is my

helper;; I will not fear" (13:6).



3.  Jesus is presented as the ANTITYPE (fulfillment of the types &

symbols) of the O.T. covenant with its practices.  He is the

original from which all other forms were made:  Prophet,

Mediator, Priest, King (1:1-4; 3:2-3; 4:14-16; 5:4-5; 7:1).
V.  OUTLINE:

PART I.  THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST'S PERSON (1:1-4:13).


A.  Better than the Prophets (1:1-3).


B.  Better than the Angels (1:4-2:18).


C.  Better than Moses (3:1-4:13).

PART II.  THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST'S WORK (4:14-10:18).


A.  Better Priesthood (4:14-7:28).


B.  Better Covenant (8:1-13).


C.  Better Tabernacle & Sacrifice (9:1-10:18).

PART III.  THE SUPERIORITY OF WALKING BY FAITH (10:19-13:25).


A.  The Need For & Examples of Faith (10:19-11:40).


B.  A Maturing Faith Endures Chastening (12:1-29).


C.  Final Exhortations (13:1-25).

QUESTIONS FOR INTRO:

1.  Even if Paul did not write this book, what evidence can we point to that

shows it is inspired?

2.  When was this written?  What significant event was soon to take place

in Palestine?

3.  What is the theme?  How did the inspired writer illustrate this?

4.  What is the purpose?  How did the inspired writer illustrate this?

5.  What does the word "antitype" mean?

