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1 JOHN


INTRODUCTION TO 1 JOHN

I. AUTHOR OF THE BOOK.

A.  The apostle John is the writer of five N.T. books:  The Gospel of John,

     1, 2, 3 John, and Revelation.  In this study will we study the three

     epistles that bear his name.

     1.  First John was written as a general letter.

     2.  Second & Third are personal letters:  "The elect lady" & "Gaius".


B.  John was one of the sons of Zebedee - a prosperous fisherman

(Mk. 1:20).  His mother was Salome (Matt. 27:56; Mk. 15:40).


     1.  He was close to Peter in work as a fisherman (Lk. 5:10).


     2.  He was close to Peter in work as disciples of Jesus (Mk. 5:37;

Matt. 17:1; 26:37; Acts 4:13, 19).


     3.  He & his brother James were called "Boanerges" (sons of thunder)

indicating an impetuous nature (Mk. 3:17; Lk. 9:49, 54).


     4.  Yet, he was tender in admonition towards believing readers -

"little children" (John 13:33; 1 John 2:1, 12, 18; 3:7, 18; 4:4; 5:21).


     5.  His brother & fellow apostle James was beheaded in Acts 12.


     6.  Was a pillar in the church at Jerusalem; banished to the Isle of

Patmos (Gal. 2:9; Acts 8:14; Rev. 1:9).


C.  Internal evidence of his authorship:


     1.  While John's name is not given in 1 John, the style of writing is

similar to the gospel of John.


     2.  The reference to "we" apostles & eyewitnesses of Christ

(1:1-3; 4:14) also help identify who the author was.


D.  External evidence of his authorship:


     1.  Early church writers (including Polycarp who in his youth knew

John) uniformly attribute this to John.

II. TIME & PLACE OF WRITING:

A.  Probably from Ephesus, but it is uncertain.

B.  Probably AD 90, but the exact date is unclear.

1.  Considering that Gnosticism is dealt with, this was surely written

near the end of the first century.

2.  Yet, with the lack of any reference to persecution, it was

probably before AD 95 when persecution broke out near the

end of Dometian's reign (AD 81-96).

III. THE BACKGROUND:  GNOSTICISM
A.  From "Ginosko" - to know.  Some claimed to have "knowledge" not

because of higher intellect, but because of a superior revelation

(cf. 1 Tim. 6:20).

1.  John combats this secret knowledge with "hereby we know..."

(2:3, 5, 18; 3:2, 24; 4:2, 6; 5:2, 13, 18, 19, 20).


B.  Gnostics believed that matter is inherently evil & spirit inherently good.



1.  This produced false concepts of Jesus as the Christ.




a)  Docetism (from "dokein" - to seem) taught that Christ did

not actually come in the flesh, he only appeared to

have a body (cf. 1 John 1:1).



b)  Others, such as Cerinthus (a contemporary of John),

believed that a spiritual being named Christ came

upon the physical man named Jesus at his baptism and left him at the cross (1 John 4:2; 5:6).



2.  This resulted in false concepts about living for God.




a)  Some withdrew from "physical" things because it was

"evil" (1 John 2:29; 3:17).




b)  Others excused their sins because it was the fleshly part

of man that did it, not the inherently good spirit

(cf. 1 John 1:8).

IV. THE CHRIST OF 1 JOHN:

A.  Christ's present ministry:  Our Advocate (1:7; 2:1-2, 12; 4:9, 14; 5:11).

B.  His actual incarnation is emphasized (1:1-4; 2:22; 4:2-3, 15; 5:1, 5-6).

V.
KEYS.

A.  Theme:  To show the true knowledge of God which leads to life &

eternity (1:4; 2:1, 13-17, 21-24, 26; 5:13).

B.  Clear contrasts are presented:  Light - darkness; children of God -

children of the devil; life - death; truth - error; love - hate

(1:5; 3:10, 14; 4:6, 20).

VI.  OUTLINE.

    I.  KNOWING THE WORD OF LIFE (1:1-4).

    II.  KNOWING FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD (1:5-10).

    III.  KNOWING GOD  (2:1-17).

    IV.  KNOWING THE LAST HOUR & THE ANTICHRIST (2:18-29).

    V.  KNOWING THE CHILDREN OF GOD (3:1-12).

    VI.  KNOWING THE CHARACTER OF LOVE (3:13-24).

    VII.  KNOWING THE TRUE SPIRIT (4:1-6).

    VIII.  KNOWING THAT GOD ABIDES IN US (4:7-21).

    IX.  KNOWING THE VICTORIOUS FAITH (5:1-12).

    X.  KNOWING ETERNAL LIFE (5:13-21).

QUESTIONS:

1)  Describe Gnosticism.

2)  What is the theme of 1 John & how does it refute Gnosticism?

