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JEREMIAH 1-6


JEREMIAH 1- 6
I.  THE CALL OF JEREMIAH (1:1-19). 

A.  The Call (1:1-10).


B.  The Signs (1:11-16).


C.  The Assurance (1:17-19).

II.  THE PROPHECIES TO JUDAH (2:1 – 45:5).    

A.  The Divine Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem (2:1 – 25:38).


1.  Israel sinned willfully (2:1 - 37).




a.  Faithfulness of Israel’s youth (2:1-3).




b.  Israel’s apostasy (2:4-13).




c.  Consequences of apostasy (2:14-19).




d.  The futility of Baal worship (2:20-28).




e.  Israel deserves punishment (2:29-37).



2.  Plea for Israel to repent (3:1 – 4:4).




a.  Israel, the unfaithful wife (3:1-5).




b.  Judah did not learn from Israel (3:6-11).




c.  Israel called to repent – future promises (3:12-18).



d.  The need for true repentance (3:19 – 4:4)


3.  Judah’s approaching judgment (4:5 - 6:30).




a.  Invasion threatened (4:5-10).




b.  The scorching wind of judgment (4:11-18).




c.  Jeremiah’s anguished cry (4:19-22).




d.  Vision of coming destruction (4:23-28).




e.  The death agony of Zion (4:29-31).



f.  The moral depravity of Jerusalem (5:1-9).



g.  False security in the face of a mighty enemy (5:10-19).




h.  Jehovah warns a foolish, rebellious & complacent people (5:20-31).




i.  Jerusalem under siege (6:1-8).

 


j.  Judgment falls on an obstinate, greedy & shameless people (6:9-15).



k.  Ritual sacrifice no substitute for obedience (6:16-21).




l.  The terrible enemy from the North (6:22-26).




m.  Jeremiah appointed as assayer of his people (6:27-30).
NOTES:  Chapters 2-6 seem to point to some of Jeremiah’s early prophetic work during Josiah’s reign (cf. 3:6).  While outward reforms were present (2 Kings 22-23; 
2 Chron. 34-35), the inward heard of the people needed to be changed (3:10; 4:4).  In this section of prophecies, God’s people is brought to God’s courtroom and indicted for their sins (chp. 2), pleaded with to repent (chp. 3) and forced to see the inescapable judgment by their enemy “from the north” (chps. 4-6).
QUESTIONS FOR JEREMIAH 1:1-19

1.  What tribe and city was Jeremiah from (1:1)?  Locate his city on a map.  How 
far from Jerusalem was this?
2.  During what kings did Jeremiah speak (1:2-3)?  Which were good & which evil?

3.  Based on the kings mentioned, how many years did his work span?

4.  What three things does God say about Jeremiah (1:4-5)?  Does God’s 

foreknowledge mean that Jeremiah had no free will?
5.  What “reasons” did Jeremiah give for not being able to be a prophet unto the 
nations (1:6)?  What was God’s reply (1:7, 9)?
6.  What did God know about Jeremiah & what would be involved in being a 
prophet (1:8, 10)?  What did God promise him (1:8)?
7.  What was the point of the vision of the almond rod (1:11-12)?
8.  What did the boiling cauldron from the north represent (1:13-15)?  Why would 
this come upon Jerusalem & Judah (1:16)?
9.  What fourfold command did God give (1:17)?

10.  If Jeremiah allowed himself to be dismayed at the people, what would God 
do (1:17)?  

11.  What did God “make” Jeremiah to be like (1:18)?  Why (1:19)?
12.  What encouragement did God give Jeremiah in his prophetic fighting with the 
people (1:19)?
JEREMIAH 2:1 - 3:5

13.  What did God remember about Israel’s youth (2:1-3)?
14.  What question did Jehovah ask (2:5)?  When we turn toward sin, what does 
this say of our view of God?
15.  What sins did Israel commit (2:5-8)?

16.  How did Jehovah use the nations as an example of how Israel had done worse 

(2:9-11)? 
17.  Why should the heavens be  “horribly afraid” (2:12)?

18.  In summary, what 2 sins had Israel committed (2:13)?
19.  Why does God ask if Israel was a slave (2:14)?  What had happened to Israel 

(2:14-18)?
20.  What principle is seen in 2:17, 19?

21.  What two alliances  would not help Israel (2:18)?
22.  Explain these illustrations of Israel’s conduct:

a.  Broken the yoke & burst the bonds (2:20)


b.  Playing the harlot (2:20)


c.  Planted a noble vine, but it turned out degenerate (2:21)


d.  Washing with lye & much soap (2:22)


e.  A swift dromedary (young camel) or wild donkey that snuffs at the wind 



(2:23-24).
23.  How prolific was their idolatry (2:20, 2324, 25, 28)?
24.  When accused, what did they say (2:23)?  How committed were they to their 
idols (2:20, 25)?
25.  What kind of shame does a thief have when he is caught (2:26)?  Who does 
God compare to this thief?
26.  What is God’s perspective on idolatry (2:27)?

27.  When in the time of trouble they cry to their idols (2:27), what will happen 
(2:28)?

28.  What charge does Jehovah lay on wayward Judah (2:29)?
29.  For what purpose had Jehovah smitten their children (2:30)?  Why did this not 
work?  Why are  the prophets mentioned here?
30.  When speaking of God’s word, God asks 3 questions.  What are they (2:31)?  

Explain them.
31.  What relationship is there between obeying God’s word and “coming to” God 
(2:31)?

32.  What do ornaments and attire have to do with a virgin or a bride (2:32)?  What 
had Judah left these in order to do (2:33-34)?
33.  Even with all the above charges, what did Judah think of herself (2:35)?  Why 
would God “enter judgment” with Judah now, rather than just trying to 
correct Judah?
34.  Even though they trusted in Egypt’s help against adversaries, what did God 
affirm (2:36-37)?  What principle does this reflect (1 Cor. 1:18-31)?
35.  After referring to Deut. 24:1-4 (3:1), what was God willing to do even so?  Why?
36.  How is Israel’s idolatry illustrated (3:1-2)?
37.  When God withheld the rains from them, what did they do (3:3)?
38.  What did God predict they would yet do (3:4-5)?  Why?
JEREMIAH 3:6 – 25

39.  What happened during the days of Josiah (3:6; 2 Chron. 34:1-6)?

40.  Why is backsliding Israel (who served idols and did not return unto God) mentioned 
(3:6-7)?
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41.  When Israel backslid, what did Jehovah do (3:8)?  What did this involve?  Did Judah 
learn from this?
42.  How are idols described (3:8)?
43.  In what manner did Judah return to God (3:10)?  Explain what this would be like.  Was 
this acceptable to God?
44.  Why was Israel more righteous than Judah (3:11)?  Does this mean Israel was 
righteous?
45.  When God plead with Israel to return, what condition did He place upon His 
mercy (3:12-13)?  Do conditions ruin grace?
46.  In God’s tender appeal to Israel to return, He says “I will take you one of a city, 

and two of a family” (3:14).  Explain this.
47.  What will the shepherds after God’s own heart do (3:15)?
48.  What day would come that they would no longer be asking about the ark of 
the covenant (3:16-18)?  Why?
49.  How is it that Israel had forgotten Jehovah (3:19-22a)?
50.  Jeremiah records the attitude of the penitent (3:22b-25).  What does this 
involve and include?
JEREMIAH 4:1-10
51.  How does God describe the truly repentant (4:1-4)?
52.  What things in 4:1-4 help us see that once saved always saved is not true?
53.  What is depicted in 4:5-9.
54.  After Jeremiah was told to offer peace to Judah (4:1-4) he beheld God’s coming wrath 
(4:5-9).  Why does he say God deceived the people (4:10)?  Why was he wrong 
about God?
JEREMIAH 4:11-31

55.  What was the purpose of the hot wind (4:11-12)?
56.  What things are associated with the coming invasion (4:13)?
57.  (T) (F)  Salvation has no terms or conditions attached to it (4:14).

58.  Why was God using a foreign nation in judgment against Judah (4:17-18)?
59.  While God is Holy &just in bringing judgment, what do we also see in His heart (4:19)?
60.  How are God’s people described (4:22)?  Do we see examples of this today?
61.  Describe the chaos that God’s judgment would bring upon His people (4:23-26).

 What is it likened to?
62.  Even with all this, what would God not do (4:27)?  Why?
63.  Use 4:28 to help explain what ‘repent” means.
64.  What kind of woman is described in 4:30?  Why would her charms fail?
65.  To what is all the pain and anguish of coming judgment compared to (4:31)?
JEREMIAH 5:1-19
66.  What challenge did God provide to show how far Judah had fallen (5:1)?
67.  Had these people utterly cast off all semblance of religion (5:2)?
68.  What has been their reaction to Jehovah’s chastening (5:3)?
69.  God describes how “maybe I have looked in the wrong place” for faithful people 

(5:4-5).  When He looked among the great men, what did He find (5:5-6)?
70.  “Wherefore” in 5:15 links the reasons for judgment (5:7-13) with the descriptions of 
judgment (5:14-19).  While God is loving, what can we learn here about His Holiness 
and Justice?
JEREMIAH 5:20-31

71.  What lesson is seen in the sea shore (5:20-22)?
72.  What do our sins hold back from us (5:23-25)?
73.  What happens when people become selfish (5:26-29)?
74.  Describe the prophets of that day (5:30-31).  How were they allowed to have a place

of prominence?
JEREMIAH 6:1-15
75.  Read 6:1-8.  Explain at least 2 of the figures  / illustrations used here.
76.  Notice that the text says “they cannot hearken” (6:10).  Use the preceding context to               
show why they were unable to hear.  Is it because of an inherited depravity?
77.  How did these people view the word of God (6:10)?  Why?
78.  What had the prophets and priests done (6:13-14)?
79.  What did these people lack (6:15)?
80.  What would Judah need to do to find rest (6:16)?  What was their attitude toward 
God’s invitation?
JEREMIAH 6:16-30

81.  Explain 6:17.
82.  Why are these things recorded (6:18-19)?
83.  How did God view their worship (6:20)?
84.  Read 6:22-29.    Consider your own life.  Are there sins you need to repent of?  If you 
do not, how will God view them & you?
