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JEREMIAH 7-12


JEREMIAH 7 - 12
II.  THE PROPHECIES TO JUDAH (2:1 – 45:5).    

A.  The Divine Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem (2:1 – 25:38).


3.  Judah’s Hypocrisy in Worship (7:1-10:25).



a.  Judah’s outward religion (7:1 – 8:3).




1)  The Temple sermon (7:1-15).





2)  The cult of the queen of heaven provokes God’s anger (7:16-20).





3)  Obedience demanded not mere sacrifice (7:21-28).




4)  Sinful deeds in the valley of the son of Hinnom (7:29-34).





5)  Astral worship demands awful punishment (8:1-3).



b.  Judah’s judgment imminent (8:4-17).





1)  The people are blind & complacent – headed for judgment (8:4-12).





2)  Picture of punishment:  no grapes on the vine (8:13-17).




c.  Jeremiah’s lamentation for Judah (8:18-9:8).




d.  Judah’s judgment described (9:9-26).





1)  Jerusalem’s desolation (9:9-16).





2)  A dirge over Jerusalem (9:16-22).





3)  Man’s only grounds for boasting (9:23-24).





4)  People circumcised in uncircumcision will be punished (9:25-26).




e.  A satire on idolatry:  Jehovah & the idols Judah’s vain idolatry (10:1-18).



f.  Jeremiah’s lamentation & intercession (10:19-25).



4.  Judah’s Breach of the Covenant (11:1-12:17).




a.  Judah’s curse because of broken covenant (11:1-17).



b.  Anathoth’s conspiracy against Jeremiah (11:18-23).




c.  Jeremiah’s complaint unto God (12:1-4).




d.  God’s reply (12:5-13).



e.  God’s conditional promise of death or life for Israel’s neighbors 






(12:14-17).

QUESTIONS FOR JEREMIAH 7:1-15
1.  While Jeremiah was a man, where did his words come from (7:1)?
2.  Jeremiah’s temple sermon was presented (cf. 7:1-2 & 26:1-3):


A.  In the beginning of Josiah’s reign.


B.  In the beginning of Jehoiakim’s reign.


C.   In the beginning of Zedekiah’s reign.
3.  Who is addressed in this message (7:2)?
4  What promise did God give them (7:3, 7)?  What was the conditions (7:3-7)?
5.  What false concept of the temple and security did Jerusalem have (7:4)?
6.  God saw that they had made the temple a ________ of ____________ (7:5).
7.  When people sin, who does it hurt (7:6)?  Explain.
8.  (T) (F)  It doesn’t matter what you believe, as long as you are sincere (7:8).
9.  From 7:9-10, explain what the lives of this people was like.

10.  What does it mean that God has seen it (7:11)?  Apply this to us.
11.  Even though God’s name had dwelt at Shiloah (the ark – 1 Sam. 4), when 
wickedness was found there what did God do (7:12-15)?  What lessons can 
we learn from this?
JEREMIAH 7:16 – 26
10.  Describe what was missing in this people for God to say “pray not for this people” (7:16).   Where is this same point made in the NT?
11.  For what did all Jerusalem & Judah work (from children to the parents) (7:18)?  
NOTE:  “Queen of heaven” – This was Ashtoreth, the Phoenecian goddess Ashtart, the female counterpart of the Phoenecian Baal (Malkart), and regarded both as the goddess of war & destruction and as the deity of love and life.  Her licentious worship was prevalent in South Canaan till suppressed by Josiah.  Ashtart was derived from the Assyrian-Babylonian Istar, whom the women of Judah worshipped as “queen of heaven” in the time of Jeremiah (Jer. 7:18; 44:17-19). (The Concise Bible Dictionary p. 7)

12.  What does such behavior bring (7:19-20)?

13.  While Judah was performing the sacrifices (7:21), why was God not pleased 
(7:22-23)?
14. Find the passage referred to in 7:23 and note the context:  What was Israel 


doing?  Was this before or after Mount Sinai?
15.  When people persist in sin after being warned, how does God describe them 
(7:24-26)?
JEREMIAH 7:27-34
16.  What was God’s charge to Jeremiah (7:27)?  What did God tell Jeremiah 
BEFORE HAND that the reaction of the people would be?  Would you like to 
be sent to do this work?
17.  When people cease listening to God’s word, then “__________ is perished”  
from their mouth (7:28).
18.  What is a “lamentation” (7:29)?
19.  “...for Jehovah hath ___________ and ____________ the generation of 


____________” (7:29).
20.  Where did they build the high places of Topheth (7:31)?  What did they do 
there?  Is there anything like this today in the USA?
NOTE:  Topheth - 2Ki 23:10 “And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to Molech.”


Topheth was a valley near to Jerusalem [South West and South of Jerusalem], and signifies a tabret because they smote on the tabret while their children were burning, that their cry should not be heard, Le 18:21, after which Josiah commanded trash to be cast in contempt of it.

(1599 Geneva Bible Notes)


Valley of Hinnom (Gehenna, always translated “hell” in the KJV NT)  - “King Josiah defiled the place, 2Ki 23:10, probably by making it a depository of filth.  It has been a common opinion that the later Jews, in imitation of Josiah, threw into this place all manner of filth, as well as the carcasses of animals and the dead bodies of malefactors...”



 (American Tract Society)
NOTE:  Moloch was an idol of the Ammonites, to whom they burned and sacrificed their children, 2Ki 23:10. This seemed to be the chief and principal of all idols: and as the Jews write, was of a great stature, and hollow within, having seven places or chambers within him: one was to receive meal that was offered: another turtle doves: the third, a sheep: the fourth, a ram: the fifth a calf: the sixth an ox: the seventh a child. This idols face was like a calf: his hands were ever stretched out to receive gifts: his priests were called Chemarims, 2Ki 23:5; Ho 10:5; Zep 1:4.










(1599 Geneva Bible Notes)

21.  What principle is expressed by, “Which I commanded not, neither came it into 
my mind” (7:31)?
22.  What would God turn their place of idolatrous worship into (7:32)?  What did it 
later become (7:32-33)?
23. How did Jesus use this valley in His teaching?
24. When you read 7:34 by itself, to some it may seem to come from a harsh and uncaring “God” – but taken in context, what can we say about God’s judgments upon Judah & Jerusalem?

JEREMIAH 8:1-17
25. How shameful will be the demise of the leaders of Judah (8:1-2)?  How


troublesome will be the times they face (8:3)?
26. When you fall, what do you do (8:4)?  Yet, what did Judah do (8:5)?
27. When God listened to what the people said, what did He find (8:6)?  What did He find lacking?
28. While wild animals are guided by instinct & upbringing, "My people ___________   

_______ the ________ of Jehovah." (8:7) 
29. Even with the above facts, what did this people say (8:8)?  See any similarities to people today?
30. If we reject the word of Jehovah, what kind of wisdom is in us (8:9)?
31. What did the religious leaders do "slightly" by their lies & falsehoods (8:10-11)?

32. What point had these people reached in their conscience (8:12)?
33. (T) (F)  When God gives a gift, He will never take it back (8:13b).

34. In 8:14-16, Jeremiah speaks from the perspective of the people, yet more honestly than they.  Among the things he says, what did the people "look for" or hope for?  What did they receive?
35. From Jerusalem & Judah, where direction is the city of Dan located?  How 
does this fit with the coming judgment upon them?
JEREMIAH 8:18-9:9
36.  Even though Jeremiah knows that God is Holy & just in His wrath, what does he 
still utter in 8:18-21, 9:1?
37.  Answer Jeremiah's last question in 8:22.
38.  Why did Jeremiah wish to leave his nation (9:2-3)?

39.  Often people try to excuse sin by saying it will not affect others, just 
themselves.  Yet, when Judah went down the path of sin, what happened 
(9:4-6)?  Discuss the specific examples given.
40.  While we do not want to assume the worst in people, yet we should be aware 
that people can do what in 9:8?  And, note again, what people did this?
41.  Answer God's question in 9:9.

JEREMIAH 9:10-26
42.  What is being illustrated in 9:10-11?  Compare this with Rev. 8:6-12.  What can 
we learn from this?
43.  Explain the points made & find N.T. passages that parallel them:


A.  "Who is the wise man...?" (9:12).

B.  "Because they have forsaken my law..." (9:13-14).

C.  "...Which their fathers taught them..." (9:14).
44.  Why are wormwood & gall connected with the consequences of sin (9:15)?  
Where is this echoed in the Book of Acts?
45.  How great would be the lament and who all would be affected by death 
(9:17-22)?
46.  What do 9:23-24 call for people to do?  Find passages in the NT that parallel 
these points.
47.  In what 3 things does God delight to see in His people (9:24)?
48.  Why would God punish His people who were “circumcised” (9:25-26)?

49.  In what way were the nations "circumcised" (9:25-26)?  Explain the 
significance of the nations’ circumcision & why Judah is compared to them.
JEREMIAH 10:1-16
50.  While specifically addressing Judah, they are still described by what 
comprehensive name (10:1)?
51.  What should God’s people not learn?  Nor be dismayed at (10:2)?  Is there 
anything like this today?
52.  Why can idols be properly described as “vanity” (10:3-5, 14-15)?

53.  How is Jehovah described in 10:6-7?

54.  How are men described that server idols (10:8-9, 14)? Why?
55.  “But Jehovah is the ________ God; he is the _________ God, and an ___________ 
King: at his wrath the earth trembleth, and the nations are not able to abide 
his indignation.” (10:10)
56.  What will happen to all idols (10:11)?
57.  How was the earth made & established (10:12)?  What NT verse echoes this 
thought?
58.  What did Jeremiah see in a rain storm (10:13)?
JEREMIAH 10:17-25

59.  What 4 illustrations are given depicting Judah’s doom (10:17-22)?
60.  “O Jehovah, I know that the way of man is _____ in _________: it is not in man 

that walketh to __________ his steps.” (Jer. 10:23). 

Apply this verse in context.

61.  Even though Jeremiah knew God’s judgment was coming upon Judah, what 
two requests does he make of God (10:24-25)?

62.  What part of his prayer can we pray today?  What part can we not pray 
today?  Explain.
JEREMIAH 11:1-17
63.  What 2 main things are connected with God’s covenant with Israel (11:3, 4-5)?
64.  What is connected with hearing the word of God (11:6)?
65.  What had God earnestly told the people from the beginning of their being a 
nation up until this current time (~600+ years) (11:7)?
66.  What does it mean to incline one’s ear to God (11:8)?
67.  Some would say that since these people had acted so wickedly, they had 
never been saved or that they were born in sin and couldn’t choose any 
different.  Yet, what does 11:10 say that refutes both these ideas?
68.  When their judgment came and they could not escape, what would they then 
do (11:11)?  Would God listen?  Explain.
69.  While the people trusted in idols, they would not be saved by them (11:12).  
What “idols” do men trust in and expect to save them today?

70.  How many gods did they have (11:13)?
71.  Why did God tell Jeremiah not to pray for this people (11:14)?  Where do we 
read of this same point made in the New Testament? 

72.  How is Judah's behavior illustrated (11:15)?  What did Judah rejoice in?
73.  How had God established Israel (11:16)?  Why was it now to be burned & 
broken?
NOTE:  Can a tree change its nature?  No.  Yet here we have an illustration where a tree God planted did not produce what he wanted it to...  Some use similar illustrations to try to "prove" a sinful nature.  yet the point is not the unchangable nature, but the lack of fruitfulness & usefulness to the Lord.

74.  When God's people persist in sin, what is God's response (11:17)?
JEREMIAH 11:18-23
75.  Note Anathoth on a Bible map.  What direction is it from Jerusalem?  And how 
far away?  What is significant about Anathoth (Josh. 21:1-18; 1 Kings 2:26)?

76.  What did the men of Anathoth not want Jeremiah to do (11:21)?   Therefore, 
what did they plan (11:19, 21)?
76.  How surprised was Jeremiah by their plans (11:18-19)?
77.  What is this likely a foreshadowing of (11:18-23)?

JEREMIAH 12:1-17
78.  While Jeremiah did not doubt God's righteousness, yet what did he wonder 
(12:1-2)?  How are the wicked described (12:2)?
79.  (T) (F)  The wicked people if Judah are compared to sheep.
80.  What effect had Judah's sins had (12:4)?  Was it just a matter of "their personal 
life" that didn't affect anyone else?

81.  What admonition & warning did God give Jeremiah (12:5-6)?  How hard do 
you think this was to bear?
82.  What other principles can we se in this (12:5-6)?

83.  Give 3 illustrations of how God viewed His people (12:7).
84.  What had Judah become like (12:8)?
85.  What did this people fail to do (12:11)?  Explain.
86.  What principle is seen in 12:13?
87.  Even though God called Judah's neighbors in to judge Judah (12:9-10), does 
that mean God overlooked their sins (12:14)?
88.  When God plucked up both His people and the neighbors, what did He 
promise to do (12:15)?  What conditions were laid out for all of them for 
blessing & cursing (12:16-17)?
89.  While God had many OT rules against mingling & marrying with the nations 
(Deut. 7:2-6, etc.), yet we see from those passages and this one, what was 
the reason for the restriction (12:16-17)?

