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INTRODUCTION TO JAMES

I. AUTHOR:  "James, a servant of God and the Lord Jesus Christ" (1:1).

A. This could not be the apostle James (the son of Zebedee and brother of the apostle John); for he was murdered by Herod Agrippa I in A.D. 44 (Acts 12:1ff).

B. It is unlikely that he was the apostle James who was the son of Alphaeus (Matt. 10:3) and cousin of Jesus through Mary's sister (Matt. 27:56; John 19:25).

1. Some try to connect James the "brother" of the Lord of Gal. 1:19 with this cousin of Jesus, because the term brother can also be applied to cousins.

2. Also, "Alphaeus" is another name for "Cleopas" which was the husband of Mary's sister (John 19:25).

3. There is no specific mentioning of him after the Acts 1:13. 

C. James (the Lord's brother - Gal. 1:19) is the most likely author.

1.  Mary, mother of Jesus had sons and daughters (Matt. 13:55), one was named James.

2. The Lord's brethren are distinguished from the 12 apostles (John 7:5; Acts 1:14).

3. Josephus reveals that James "the brother of Jesus" was stoned before the Sanhedrin in Ad. 62-63 (Antiquities of the Jews, Book 20, chp. 9, paragraph 1).  So, he lived long enough to write this book.

II. TIME & PLACE:  ~45-49 A.D. In Palestine.

A. No mention of the Jerusalem debate suggests this was written before A.D. 50.

B. The distinctly Jewish address and terminology indicates a Hebrew Christian audience.

1. To "the dispersion" (1:1).

2. "Synagogue" (2:2).

III. THEME:  Practical Faith.

A. Understanding & overcoming trials.

B. How to have a living faith.

IV. FEATURES OF THE BOOK:

A. Descriptive illustrations from nature:

1. The doubter - surge of sea (1:6).

2. The fading rich - flowers of grass (1:10-11).

3. God's goodness - Father of lights, no shadow of turning (1:17).

4. Faith without works - barren (2:20).

5. The control of the tongue - horses bridles and ship rudders (3:3-4).

6. Uncertainty & brevity of life - vanishing vapor (4:14).

7. Patience - early & latter rain (5:7).

B. Origin of sin:  man's lust, not God's tempting (1:13ff).

C. Saving faith is an active faith (2:14f; see outline below).

V. OUTLINE:

PART I  The Test Of Faith (1:1-18).


A.  Address (1:1)


B.  Purpose of Tests (1:2-12).

C.  The Source of Temptations (1:12-18).

PART II  Characteristics Of Faith (1:19-4:17).

A. Faith Obeys the Word (1:19-27).

B. Faith removes Discrimination (2:1-13).

C. Faith Proves Itself by Works (2:14-26).

D. Faith Controls the Tongue (3:1-12).

E. Faith Demonstrates Wisdom (3:13-18).

F. Faith Produces Humility (4:1-10).

G. Faith Refrains from Presumptuous Judgements (4:11-12).

H. Faith Produces Dependence Upon God (4:13-17).

PART III  The Triumph Of Faith (5:1-20).

A. Faith Sees the End & Endures (5:1-12).

B. Faith Has Spiritual Solutions to Life's Circumstances (5:13-20).

1. Faith Prays for the Afflicted (5:13-18).

2. Faith Converts the Erring Brother (5:19-20). 

