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JAMES 1-4

II. CHARACTERISITICS OF FAITH (1:19-4:17).

A.  Faith Obeys the Word (1:19-27).


B.  Faith Removes Discrimination (2:1-13).

C. Faith Proves Itself by Works (2:14-26).

D. Faith Controls the Tongue (3:1-12).

E. Faith Demonstrates Wisdom (3:13-18).

F. Faith Produces Humility (4:1-10).

G. Faith Refrains from Presumptuous Judgements (4:11-12).

H. Faith Produces Dependence Upon God (4:13-17).

QUESTIONS FOR JAMES 1:19-27

1. How did James address his readers?

2. What should every man be?  (3)

3. Give examples of situations where the above is especially true?

4. Where does man receive the word of God?

5. What are men often like (v. 19)?  What results from these (v. 20)?

6. What can keep the word of God from wielding it's saving power (v. 21)?

7. What (according to the context) does it mean to "receive" the word?

8. (T) (F)  "Be believers of the word only & not doers, deluding your own selves."

9. What is a man like if he hears but does not do the word of God?

10.   What is the word of God likened to here?  Why?

11.   What does "perfect" mean (v. 25)?

12.   What law is James referring to here (v. 25)?

13.   What actions must be taken in connection with this law (v. 25)?  (3)

14.   In what shall "this man" be blessed?

15.   What is one example that indicates that a person's religion is vain (v. 26)?

16.   (T) (F)  All religion is man made.

17.   What principles are involved in pure & undefiled religion (v. 27)?

18.   How do we have pure & undefiled religion?

A. It is impossible to have.

B. By a direct miraculous act of the Holy Spirit.

C. By doing God's word.

D. By doing our own system of worship.

19.   What does it mean to "visit" (v. 27)?

20.   Does v. 27 give authority for the local church to support orphan homes from the treasury?  Explain.

JAMES 2:1-13

21.   What are we not to hold the faith of Christ with?

22.   How were the Christians displaying this sinful attitude?

23.   What had the brethren become in doing this (v. 4)?

24.   Why might James use "beloved brethren" to address his readers here (v. 5)?

25.   Generally, it is easier for the poor of this world to be richer in what (v. 5)?

26.   How do you know that James is not making a blanket commendation for being poor (v. 5)?

27.   What were the rich doing to the Christians (v. 6-7)?

28.   Why then might the Christians have been showing favoritism towards the

rich?

29.   What is the "royal law" and why is it called "royal"?

30.   What convicts us if we have respect of persons (v. 9)?

31.   Describe the "transgressor of the law".

32.   By what standard will the Christian be judged?

33.   Why is expressing mercy in this life so important?

34.   Explain "mercy glorieth against judgement" (v. 13).  Does it mean there will be no judgement or that we should never make judgements?

JAMES 2:14-26

35.   (T) (F)  This section is talking about faith that justifies us before men and not

"saving faith."

36.   What example is used to show the vanity of "faith only" (v. 15-16)?

37.   What is faith "in itself" (v. 17)?

38.   What can we call on "faith only" advocates to "do" (v. 18)?

39.   Is just believing in the one God enough for the demons (v. 19)?  Explain.

40.   What is faith apart from works (v. 20)?

41.   Explain how James' reference to Abraham's justification by faith (v. 21-22) does not contradict Paul's (Rom. 4:1f).

42.   When was Gen. 15:6 fulfilled (v. 23)?  Explain.

43.   How may we be reckoned righteous & a friend of God (v. 23)?

44.   "Ye see that by _______ a man is _________ and not ________ by

 ________ " (v. 25).

45.   How was Rahab the harlot justified (v. 25)?

46.   How does a dead body relate to a dead faith (v. 26)?

47.   How many parts are there to man (v. 26)?

48.   What in verse 26 helps us to understand that death is separation and not "annihilation"?

JAMES 3:1-12

49.   Explain why teaching should not be entered into hastily (v. 1).

50.   In what way is this judgement "greater" (3:2)?

51.   If I become the mature or "perfect" man to what must I pay close attention?

52.   Is "For in many things we all stumble" a justification of these many stumblings?

53.   What does James say is the key to control of the whole body (v. 2)?

54.   What does he use to illustrate this (v. 3-4)?  Why?

55.   Explain what this "little member" often does (v. 5).

56.   How is it that one member "is a world of iniquity" and can defile the whole body (3:6; 2:10; Cf. Mt. 6:23)?

57.   What does "and setteth on fire the wheel of nature (birth)" mean?

58.   From what source does the defiling tongue receive it's power (v. 6)?

59.   What is the point in v. 7-8a?

60.   Why might the tongue be a "deadly poison" (v. 8b)?

61.   Why is it wrong to curse men?

62.   What "ought not" brethren do that nature "cannot" (v. 10-12; cf. Mt. 12:33f)?

JAMES 3:13-18

63.   How do we demonstrate wisdom & understanding (v. 13)?

64.   What motives did some evidently have (v. 14).  Explain these.

65.   How might people with these motives glory & lie against the truth?

66.   Where does this kind if "wisdom" come from (v. 15)?  How is it described?

67.   What does it produce (v. 16)?

68.   What is heavenly wisdom like in it's motives & actions (v. 17)?  Explain & give examples how these will help us in daily life.

69.   What does heavenly wisdom produce (v. 18)?

JAMES 4:1-10

70.   Where did James see wars & fightings occurring?

71.   Where do wars & fightings come from (v. 1)?

72.   Give 2 reasons for not receiving what is desired (v. 2-3).

73.   How does James describe this way of life (v. 4)?

74.   What does v. 5 imply about the power scripture should have on our lives?

75.   What do the scriptures reveal about God's reaction to erring Christians (v. 5; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1).

76.   How does God give greater grace (v. 6-7)?

77.   (T) (F)  Sometimes we cannot help but to sin.  Explain your answer (v. 7).

78.   How are we to "draw nigh to God" (v. 8b)?  Explain.

79.   (T) (F)  God wants us to constantly be sad and mourning (v. 9).  Explain.

80.   What road does God say the exalted must first take?  Give examples of those who have traveled this road.

JAMES 4:11-12

81.   Why is judging a brother the same as "speaking against the law & judging the law" (v. 11)?

82.   Does the condemnation of "judging a brother" mean that a Christian must not speak against a sin that a brother committed?  Explain.

83.   In presumptuously judging our brother, what do we foolishly ignore?

JAMES 4:13-17

84.   Does God condemn planning for the future?  Explain.

85.   What is our life compared to (v. 14)?  Why?

86.   What ought we to say in regard to our plans?  Is it necessary to say the exact words?  Explain.

87.   Summing up this paragraph, what 2 facts of life should never be ignored?

88.   Do men sin by only "doing" evil?  Explain.

89.   Give examples of "sins of omission".

