JONAH

INTRO.

1. WHO:  From Gath Hepher which is 3 miles North of Nazareth in Galilee (2 Kings 14:25).

2. WHEN: Prophet in reign of Jereboam II (2 Kings 14:25) 782-753 B.C.  In time of Elisha, just before Amos & Hosea.

3. Israel enjoying a period of renewed prosperity, Assyria on a mild decline due to weak rulers, but still a threat.  Assyrian cruelty well known (records from 9th & 7th centuries).

4. Also, Nineveh suffered two plagues (765 & 759 B.C.) and experienced an eclipse (763 B.C.) - some suggest that these helped prepare Nineveh for Jonah's preaching.

OUTLINE:

I. FIRST COMMISION OF JONAH (1:1-2:10).

A. Disobedience of Jonah (1:1-3).

B. Judgement upon Jonah (1:4-17).

C. Prayer of Jonah (2:1-9).

D. Deliverance of Jonah (2:10).

II. SECOND COMMISSION OF JONAH (3:1-4:11).

A. Obedience of Jonah (3:1-4).

B. Repentance of Nineveh (3:5-10).

C. Prayer of Jonah (4:1-3).

D. God rebukes Jonah (4:4-11).

JONAH

I. WHAT THE BOOK TEACHES ABOUT GOD.

A.  The Presence of the Lord (1:3-4, 9, 12).

(Pr. 15:3; Ps. 139:1-12, 23-24; 97:1-12; Rev. 6:15f)

B.  The Grace of the Lord (4:2; 2:2-10).

(2 Pet. 3:8-9, 15; 1 Tim. 2:3-4; 1 John 2:2)

II. WHAT THE BOOK TEACHES ABOUT JONAH.

A.   Loved His Nation More Than God (2:8).

(Col. 3:6; Matt. 6:33; Matt. 10:34-39)

B.   Ignored His Conscience (1:12; 1:3-6; 4:1, 9).

(Prov. 28:1; Matt. 13:10-16; 2 Pet. 1:9; Eph. 4:17-24; 1 Tim. 1:3-6, 18-19)

C.   Wouldn't Learn (1:3; 3:1; 4:1, 8-11; 1:15f).

(Prov. 17:10; Pr. 19:25)

CONCLUSION:

1)  There is no place to flee from God's presence...

2)  God's grace is seen in His longsuffering...

3)  If God is not first in our heart, our desires & actions will manifest it:

a. Ignore & sear our conscience.

b. Angry when we don't get our way.

c. Refuse to truly learn from God's chastenings.

