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INTRODUCTION TO JOSHUA

I. TITLE OF THE BOOK.

A. The book is named after the main character.  His original name is Hoshea (Num. 13:8) which means "Salvation."  Moses changed it to Yehoshua (Num. 13:16) which means "Yahweh is salvation."  Yeshua is a shortened form of this.

B. The Greek equivalent is Iesous (Jesus).  Hence, the Septuagint title is Iesous Naus "Joshua the son of Nun."  The Latin title is Liber Josue, "The book of Joshua."

II. AUTHOR OF THE BOOK:  Joshua.

A. Scholars are not certain of the author, but many think it is Joshua.

1. There is at least one part that clearly asserts that he wrote (24:26).

2. The author was alive during the time the book covers, for:

a. The first person pronouns "we" and "us" are used (5:1, 6).

b. Rahab was still alive (6:25).

c. Reference to Jerusalem (15:63) as still in Jebusite hands.

d. The detailed info on the campaigns and the use of ancient names of the Canaanite cities indicate early authorship.

B. Some suggest that 3 small portions were added after Joshua's death; possibly by Eleazer the priest and then his son, Phineas (24:33).

1. Othniel's capture of Kirjath Sepher (15:13-19; cf. Judges 1:9-15).

2. Dan's migration North (19:47; cf. Judges 18:27-29).

3. Joshua's death & burial (24:29-33).

III. TIME & PLACE.

A. Approximately a 30 year period around 1400 B.C. to 1370 B.C.

1. JOSHUA 1-5 (ONE MONTH).

a. Death of Moses - Deut. 34:5-9 (March).

b. Crossing of Jordan - Joshua 4:19 (April).

2. JOSHUA 6:1-13:7 (SEVEN YEARS).

a. Caleb forty years old at Kadesh (Joshua. 14:7).

b. Caleb now eighty-five years old (Joshua 14:10).  [Note, 45 minus 38 years of wandering leaves 7 years of conquest.]

3. JOSHUA 13:8-24:33 (25 TO 30 YEARS?).

a. If Joshua was about the same age as Caleb, then at the division of the land (Joshua 14:7-10) he would be about 85 years old.

b. When Joshua died he was 110 (Joshua 24:29); which leaves us with 25 years (more or less) after the conquest until his death.

IV. THEME:  The Fulfillment of the Land Promise (1:2-3; 11:23; 23:14).

V. OUTLINE.

PART I  SEVEN YEARS OF CONQUEST (1:1-13:7).

PART II  SETTLEMENT IN CANAAN (13:8-24:33).

