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JOSHUA 1-5

I. SEVEN YEARS OF CONQUEST (1:1-13:7).

A. Israel Prepares For Conquest (1:1-5:12).

1. The Charge To Joshua (1:1-18).

2. The Spies In Jericho (2:1-24).

3. Israel Enters Canaan (3:1-5:1).

4. Rededication Of The People (5:2-12).

QUESTIONS FOR JOSHUA 1:1-18

1. How is Moses, this great leader of Israel, described by God (v. 1)?  Why?

2. (T) (F)  Before Joshua was accepted as leader of God's people, he was a servant.

3. How does "to you have I given it" (v. 3) illustrate God's grace?

4. What part of God's character is seen in vs. 3 & 5?

5. What were the general boundaries of the promised land (v. 4)?

A. On the South -

B. On the North -

C. On the West -

6. Why are strength & courage needed (v. 6)?

7. On what basis should strength & courage stand (v. 7)?

8. How often was Joshua to meditate on the law of God (v. 8)?  Why?

9. How might Joshua be frightened or dismayed (v. 9)?

10.   What were the people to prepare (v. 11)?  Why?

11.   Who did Joshua address (v. 12f)?

12.   What did he assure them of (v. 13-14)?  On what condition (v. 14-15)?

13.   What disposition did these 2 1/2 tribes have toward helping their brethren conquer Canaan (v. 10-18)?

JOSHUA 2:1-24

14.   Where was Israel encamped?

15.   How many did Joshua send into the land and to Jericho (v. 1)?

16.   Whose house did they come to?  What was her moral character at the time?

17.   When the king of Jericho sent for the 2 men, what did Rahab do (v. 4-8)?

18.   Why did she choose to hide the spies (v. 9-10)?

19.   Did she sin when she lied?

20.   What two things did Rahab know about God (v. 9, 11)?  How?

21.   What did she ask (v. 12-13)?

22.   Where was her house located (v. 15)?

23.   What council did she give the 2 spies (v. 15-16)?

24.   What was she to tie on her window?

25.   On what conditions did the spies say they would be guiltless of their oath to her (v. 17-20)?

26.   (T) (F)  Only those in that house would be saved.

27.   (T) (F)  Rahab believed in "house salvation."  Explain.

28.   (T) (F)  One house is as good as another.  Explain.

29.   (T) (F)  Rahab was saved "by faith only" (Heb. 11:31; James 2:25).

30.   What report did the 2 spies give Joshua (v. 24)?

31.   What was honorable and praise-worthy about Rahab?

A. Her harlotry.

B. Her lying.

C. Her faith.

JOSHUA 3:1-17

32.   What would be the sign for the people to move toward the Jordan (v. 2-3)?

33.   Why was there to be a space of about 2000 cubits between the ark & the people (v. 4)?

34.   Why was God going to magnify Joshua (v. 7)?

A. Because of Joshua's inherent greatness.

B. Because Joshua deserved to be glorified.

C. Because Israel needed to know that God was with Joshua as leader.

35.   If Joshua was not careful, how might this affect him (v. 7)?

36.   What were the priests with the ark to do at the brink of the Jordan (v. 8)?

37.   What was to be the sign that God was with the people in possessing the land (v. 10-11)?

NOTE:  There are seven nations mentioned as being in the land of Canaan.  The Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites & Jebusites (3:10).  Most, if not all of these peoples, were descendants of Ham through Canaan who did not migrate on to Africa (Gen. 10:15f).

The Canaanites dwelt "by the sea" (5:1).  The name here refers to one particular group of peoples, but is sometimes used to refer to all those who dwelt in the land "of Canaan" (Ex. 15:15; Joshua. 5:12; etc.).

The Hittites established an early kingdom along the Halys River in what was later called Asia Minor (just south of the Black Sea).  During the days of the Patriarchs, Egypt controlled Canaan, but considered the Hittites a constant threat from the North.  Groups of Hittites migrated throughout the region.  Abraham, in fact, bought the cave of Machpelah from the Hittite living in Hebron (Gen. 23:3-16).  In Joshua's day, they were firmly entrenched in the central hill country.

The Amorites were the largest & strongest of these nations.  They moved out of the desert (from the east) Just before Abraham was called (c. 2000 B.C.).  They swarmed over Mesopotamia, Aram, Canaan and even Egypt.  Their power over these areas had waned by Joshua' day, but they still held sway over much of Canaan.  You can read of the despair of the peoples in Canaan as they considered the defeat of two of the Amorite kings (Sihon & Og) on the East of the Jordan (Josh. 2:10).  If the Amorites were the strongest peoples in the land and Israel utterly destroyed them, what will Israel do to them?

The other nation/tribes (Hivite, Perizzites, Girgashites & Jebusites) were smaller & less powerful.  The Hivites dwelt north of the Sea of Chinnereth, around Kadesh.  The Perizzites dwelt north of Jerusalem, around Shiloh.  The Girgashites dwelt south of the Sea of Chinnereth along the Jordan river.  The Jebusites possessed the area around & including the city of Jebus (also called Jerusalem).

(Edited from "The History & Geography Of The Bible Story" by Bob & Sandran Waldron p. 66)

38.   Use your map:  Label the Jordan river, the Dead Sea, the Sea of Chinnereth & the Mediterranean Sea.  Also, write the names of these nations in their respective areas of control (Note:  Some overlap each other).

39.  What would happen when priests who bare the ark came to the Jordan (v. 13)?

NOTE:  The Jordan normally is not a difficult river to cross; it can usually be waded in shallow.  However, during the spring, as the snows melt on Mt. Hermon, the river overflows it's banks and becomes a mighty river.  The waters are 10-12 feet deep during this period.  The crossing of the Jordan occurred on the 10th day of the first month [~April] (4:19), the season of the Passover (5:10), just as the barley & flax had been harvested. ("Joshua, Judges & Ruth" by Mike Willis)

40.   What time of year was it (v. 15)?  How do we know?

41.   How far up the river was the flow miraculously stopped (v. 16)?

42.   How was this miracle different from the Red Sea crossing (Ex. 14:21-22)?

43.   What details testifies to the miraculous nature of this event?

JOSHUA 4:1-24

44.   What were the 12 men (one from every tribe) to do after crossing the Jordan (v. 2-5)?  Why (v. 6-7)?

45.   What did Joshua also do (v. 9)?  Where?

46.   (T) (F)  There were about 40,000 men of valor in all Israel (v. 12-13).

47.   How did the people view Joshua after this (v. 14)?

48.   What happened when the priests carrying the ark came up from the Jordan (v. 15-18)?

49.   Where did Joshua set up the 12 stones from the Jordan (v. 20)?

50.   What character trait of God is focused on in connection with this memorial (v. 24)?  Why?

JOSHUA 5:1-12

51.   How did this event affect the Canaanites & Amorites (v. 1)?  Why?

52.   What do "we" (v. 1) and "us" (v. 6) indicate about the author of this book?

53.   What did God command now (v. 2)?

54.   Was this the second time these men were to be circumcised?  Explain.

55.   What does this occasion indicate about Israel during the 40 years of wilderness wandering?

56.   (T) (F)  Immediately after crossing the Jordan they marched on Jericho.

57.   What reproach did God "roll away" that day (v. 9)?

58.   What was that place named?  Mark your map.

59.   What feast was held there (v. 10)?  How long did this take?

60.   What did they eat of (v. 11).  What ceased at this time?  Why?

