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INTRO TO JUDGES


INTRODUCTION TO JUDGES

I. TITLE OF THE BOOK.

A. The books of 1 & 2 Samuel were originally one book in the Hebrew Bible, known as "Samuel."  Samuel (in Hebrew) is translated as "Name of God, His name is God, Heard of God and Asked of God.

B. The Septuagint divides Samuel into 2 books, even though it is one continuous account.  The division artificially breaks up the history of David.

C. In the Septuagint, these books are names as follows:

First Samuel 

- First Kingdoms

Second Samuel

- Second Kingdoms

First Kings

- Third Kingdoms

Second Kings

- Fourth Kingdoms

II. AUTHOR OF THE BOOK.

A.  Unknown.

B.  Samuel is traditionally the one attributed as the compiler.

III. TIME & PLACE.

A.  The book was written around 1000 B.C.

1.  The written looked back to the judges as when there was no

king in Israel (17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25).


2.  It was after the ark was removed from Shiloh (Judges 18:31;

20:27; 1 Sam. 4:5; 7:2).



3.  It was before David established a stronghold at Jerusalem

(Judges 1:21; 2 Sam. 5:5-7).

4.  The book covers appr. 1380 - 1080 B.C. (~300 years).

a.  Paul describes the period as closer to 450 years (Acts

13:20).  This date probably includes the 13 judges

discussed in Judges as well as the 4 mentioned in Samuel

(which run into the time period of the United Kingdom).

IV. THEME:  The cycles of apostasy, punishment, repentance, & restoration which occurred when men "did what was right in their own eyes" (Judges 2:19-23; 21:25).

V. FEATURES.

A.  Six oppressors & 13 judges.


OPPRESSORS

JUDGES


1.  Mesopotamians

Othniel (3:7-11).


2.  Moabites


Ehud, Shamgar (3:12-31).


3.  Canaanites

Deborah (Barak) (4:1-5:31).


4.  Midianites


Gibeon, Tola, Jair (6:1-10:5).


5.  Amonites


Jephthah, Ibzan, (10:6-12:15).






Elon, Adon


6.  Philistines


Samson (13:1-16:31).

B.  Teaches the importance of fully doing what God commands & that

failure leads to compromise (1:21, 27-33; 2:22, 11-13; 8:27; 17:4-6)

and judgement.


C.  Demonstrates that faith is possible even in dark times (Heb. 11:32).


D.  The book is arranged thematically, rather than chronologically (16:21

precedes 3-15).

VI. THE CHRIST OF JUDGES:  Including all the judges (this book & 1 Samuel), most of the judges were warrior - rulers and deliverers (like Othniel & Gideon).  One was a priest (Eli) and one was a prophet (Samuel).  This gives a cumulative picture of the 3 offices of Christ.  He excelled all His predecessors as the ultimate Prophet, Priest & King.

VII. OUTLINE.

PART I  The Deterioration Of Israel (1:1-3:6).

PART II  Cycles Of Rebellion, Retribution & Restoration (3:7-16:31).


A.  South (3:7-31).


B.  North (4:1-5:31).


C.  Central (6:1-10:5).


D.  East (10:6-12:7).


E.  Second North (12:8-15).


F.  West (13:16:31).

PART III  Examples Of Depravity In Israel (17:1-21:25).



A.  Idolatry (17:1-18:31).



B.  Immorality (19:1-30).



C.  War between the tribes (20:1-21:25).

QUESTIONS FOR THE INTRO.

1.  (T) (F)  "Judges" here means only a judiciary who hands down sentences.

2.  About what time period does this book cover?

3.  How many judges are discussed in this book?  How many total where there?

4.  How do the judges typify Christ?

