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JUDGES 1-3


JUDGES 1-3

I.  THE DETERIORATION OF ISRAEL (1:1-3:6).


A.  Failure Of Israel To Drive Out The Nations (1:1-36).



1.  Judah (1:1-20).



2.  Benjamin (1:21).



3.  Tribes of Joseph (1:22-29).



4.  Zebulun (1:30).



5.  Asher (1:31-32).



6.  Naphtali (1:33).



7.  Dan (1:34-36).


B.  Judgement Of God (2:1-3:6).



1.  Angel announces judgement (2:1-5).



2.  Godly generation dies (2:6-10).



3.  Judgement of God described (2:11-19).



4.  Enemy is left as a test (2:20-3:6).

NOTE 1:  The primary idols worshipped in Canaan were Baal and Asherah.  Baal was the god of storm and rain who was believed to control all forms of reproduction.  Thus, good crops were attributed to pleasing Baal.  Asherah was the female consort of Baal.  She was the goddess of fertility, love, and war.

NOTE 2:  Judah was making progress in fighting the inhabitants of the land until he encountered some with chariots of iron (1:19).  Judah's lack of faith hindered further success (Joshua 11:6).

QUESTIONS FOR JUDGES 1:1-21.

1.  After Joshua's death, what question was on Israel's mind (v. 1)?

2.  Why did Judah ask Simeon to help (v. 3)?

3.  Who did they smite (v. 4)?

4.  Why did they cut off the thumbs & great toes of Adoni-bezek (v. 6-7)?

5.  What did Adoni-bezek think of this?

6.  What did Judah do to Jerusalem (v. 8)?  Does the text say that they inhabited

the city at this time (see also v. 21)?

7.  In what areas did Judah fight with the Canaanites (v. 9)?

8.  Where have we read of v. 10-15 before?

9.  (T) (F)  The list of events in chapter 1 includes things that happened before

Joshua's death.

10.  (T) (F)  Since women under the O.T. were to be in subjection, this meant

that they were treated as inferior & their concerns were ignored.

11.  Why is it significant that the Kenite went with Judah (v. 16)?

12.  While Judah smote the cities of Gaza, Ashkelon & Ekron, does the text say

 that they drove out the inhabitants & dwelt in them?

13.  Why could Judah not drive out the inhabitants of the valley (v. 19)?  Explain.

14.  What impression did other nations have of Israel (cf. 1 Kings 20:23)?  Why?

15.  What does v. 21 indicate about Benjamin?

JUDGES 1:22-36

16.  When the house of Joseph went up against Bethel, who did the watchers

find (v. 24)?  What deal did they offer him?

17.  Did this man stay with Israel after this (v. 26)?

18.  What does Manasseh's failure to drive out the Canaanites show (v. 27-28)?

19.  What does "the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among them" show of Ephraim

(v. 29)?

20.  (T) (F)  Only a few tribes failed to drive out the Canaanites.

21.  What does "the Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites" show?

22.  Why did Dan seek for more possession in Northern Canaan (v. 34)?

JUDGES 2:1-10

23.  What does "angel" mean?

24.  How does the angel of Jehovah refer to himself?  What does this indicate

about who he is?

25.  (T) (F)  The messenger of God could never actually be God.  Explain.

26.  In what 2 ways did Israel not hearken to His word (v. 2)?

27.  Because of this failure, what would the nations be left for (v. 3)?

28.  When people find that they have lost their last chance, how do they react

(v. 4-5)?  Why don't they express this before it is "too late"?

29.  What does "Bochim" mean?

30.  What does v. 7 say about the influence & leadership of Joshua & the elders

that outlived Joshua?

31.  "And also all that generation were gathered unto their fathers:  and there 

arose another generation after them, that knew not ___________ nor yet

the _______ which he had _______ in Israel" (v. 10).

32.  How could a generation grow up in Israel & not know God or His works?

33.  How would such a generation live?

JUDGES 2:11-23

34.  What did Israel do (v. 11)?  Why (v. 12)?

35.  Describe the gods Israel served when they forsook Jehovah.

36.  What was God's response (v. 12-15)?

37.  What was the two-fold purpose of God in raising up judges (v. 16-17)?

38.  (T) (F)  The people were grateful & fully submitted themselves to the

authority of the judge (v. 17).

39.  What figure is used to describe Israel's idolatry (v. 17)?

40.  After a judge would die, what happened (v. 19)?

41.  Why did God leave the remaining nations in Canaan (v. 20-23)?

42.  Describe the steps of the cycles of this period in Israel's history (v. 11-19).

JUDGES 3:1-6

43.  For what purpose did God use the nations (2:22; 3:1-2, 4)?

44.  What sin did Israel commit which contributed to their apostasy (v. 6)?

45.  What influence would marriage to a non-Christian have upon a Christian?

