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INTRO TO 1 KINGS


INTRODUCTION TO 2 KINGS

I. TITLE OF THE BOOK.

A. Just as 1 & 2 Samuel were originally one book in the Hebrew, so were 1 & 2 Kings.  The Septuagint (LXX) divided these books into the following arrangement:  First Kingdoms (1 Samuel), Second Kingdoms (2 Samuel), Third Kingdoms (1 Kings), Fourth Kingdoms (2 Kings).

B. Through later (Latin) translation we have obtained the distinctions of "1 & 2 Samuel" as well as "1 & 2 Kings".

II. AUTHOR OF THE BOOK.

A.  The author is unknown.  That these are a compilation from several

public & private sources is not to be doubted.

B.  Some have attributed it to Isaiah & to Jeremiah, because of several

chapters that are similar in both of these prophets.  But it is likely

that Isaiah & Jeremiah took from 1 &2 Kings rather than

the other way round, for some take "Thus far are the words of

Jeremiah" (Jer. 51:64) to mean that the following chapter (52:1-34)

was NOT written by him but taken from 2 Kings 24:18- 25:30.

B.  .  The most common opinion is that Ezra was the author or compiler of

these historical books (1 & 2 Kings).

1.  The person had access to ancient documents:



a.  The book of the acts of Solomon (1 Kings 11:41).



b.  The book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel (14:19).



c.  The book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah (14:29,

15:7).




d.  These may have been part of the official court records

(2 Kings 18:18).



2.  These were compiled after the Babylonian captivity began, since

the beginning of this event is recorded in 2 Kings 24-25.  The

author also states that Israel was STILL in Assyrian captivity

in his time (2 Kings 17:23).



3.  That the author was not contemporary with the facts is evident

by his comments about them (2 Kings 16:6, 18, 23, 34).



4.  The style of writing indicates that the author was a priest and/or

prophet.  He focuses less on acts of heroism, battles,

conquests or political address and more on the temple, religion, ceremonies, festivals, worship of God, piety of princes, fidelity of the prophets, punishments of crimes, and the manifestation of God's anger & kindness.

III. TIME: 853 to 560 BC.

A.  First Kings covers 120 years from the beginning of Solomon's reign

(~1022 BC) to the end of Ahaziah's reign (~900 BC).

B.  Second Kings covers 286 years.


1.  King Ahaziah of Israel in 853 to Assyrian captivity in 722 BC.


2.  Hezekiah of Judah in 715 BC to Jehoiachin in Babylonian

captivity in 560 BC.

C.  The United Kingdom lasted 112 years (1043 - 931 BC), the Northern

Kingdom 209 years (931-722 BC) and Judah another 136 years

(722 -586 BC).  The kingdom period lasted 457 years over all.

IV. THE CHRIST OF 2 KINGS:

A.  Unlike the 9 different dynasties of the Northern Kingdom, the kings of

Judah reign as one continuous dynasty.  Even when Queen

Athaliah tries to destroy the lineage of David, God preserved an heir as He promised to David (2 Sam. 7).


B.  Elijah is a type of John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ

(Matt. 11:14; 17:10-12; Luke 1:17).

V.  PURPOSE.

A.  Theme:  To record the disobedience of Israel & Judah which resulted

in the Assyrian captivity (722 BC) and the Babylonian captivity

(586 BC).


B.  This book also follows the lineage of David, which was to produce the

Promise One.

VI.  OUTLINE.


PART I  THE DIVIDED KINGDOM UNTIL ASSYRIAN CAPTIVITY (1-17).


PART II  KINGDOM OF JUDAH UNTIL BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY

(18-25).

