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LAMENTATIONS INTRO


LAMENTATIONS – INTRODUCTION

INTRO:  In spite of the constant warnings from Jeremiah, when Jerusalem actually was burned the people faced major questions.  How could God's promises fail?  Did He no longer care for them?  What would be their future?  Would justice ever be applied to their enemies?  Five poems give realistic answers to these questions.

I.  AUTHOR:  Unnamed, but most likely Jeremiah.

A.  Internal evidence fits with Jeremiah.



1.  But its author was an eyewitness of the siege (1:11, 19; 2:6, 9, 19-20; 4:4).



2.  The same sorrow & concerns for Jerusalem are seen in Jeremiah & 




Lamentations.


B.  External evidence points to Jeremiah.



1.  Jewish tradition attributes the book to Jeremiah.



2.  The Septuagint (LXX) prefaces Lamentations with:  "And it came to pass, 




after Israel was led into captivity and Jerusalem laid waste, that 





Jeremiah sat weeping and lamented with this lamentation over 





Jerusalem, and said..."

II.  TIME & BACKGROUND:  Late in 586 BC.

A.  The book of Lamentations was written soon after Jerusalem's destruction 



(Jer. 39, 52).


B.  Nebuchadrezzar laid seige to Jerusalem from January 588 BC to July 



586 BC.  It fell on July 19th and the city was burned August 15th.  
II.  THE CHRIST OF LAMENTATIONS:


A.  Jeremiah's weeping over Jerusalem is like unto Jesus weeping over 




Jerusalem some 600 years later (Mt. 23:37-38).


B.  Jeremiah & Jesus both afflicted, despised, & derided.  They were men of 



sorrows & acquainted with grief (1:12, 2:15-16; 3:14, 19, 30).  (Cp. Is. 53:3)
III.  FEATURES OF THE BOOK:

A.  THEME:  Grief over God's judgment upon Jerusalem's sin (1:5, 8-9, 18).


B.  Gives eyewitness testimony as to what God's wrath is like (5:1-18).


C.  God is no respecter of persons, does not play favorites.  He judges sin 



even in His people (1:15, 22; cp. 1 Pet. 4:17).


D.  Four of the five poems are acrostic or alphabetical.  Literally, the writer 



weeps from A to Z in the Hebrew Alphabet



1.  There are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet, and 22 verses in chapters 





1, 2, 4 and 5.  Chapter 3 has 66 verses.



2.  Each stanza has three lines, the first word of the stanza begins with a 





letter of the Hebrew alphabet.




3.  In chapter 3, a Hebrew letter begins each of the three lines in the 





stanza.



4.  Chapter 5 is not acrostic, though it does have 22 lines.



5.  An acrostic was an aid to memory & sometimes used for public 






worship.  Jeremiah also had experience in these (2 Chron. 35:25).

IV.  OUTLINE:

I.  JERUSALEM'S DESTRUCTION (Lam. 1).


A.  The Lament of Jeremiah (1:1-11).



B.  The Lament of Jerusalem (1:12-22).


II.  JEHOVAH'S ANGER (Lam. 2).



A.  The Anger of God (2:1-9).



B.  The Agony of Jerusalem (2:10-17).



C.  The Appeal of Jerusalem (2:18-22).


III.  JEREMIAH'S GRIEF (Lam. 3).



A.  Jeremiah's Despair (3:1-18).



B.  Jeremiah's Faith (3:19-39).



C.  Jeremiah's Plea For Deliverance (3:40-66).


IV.  JEHOVAH'S WRATH DEFENDED (Lam. 4).



A.  Conditions During the Siege (4:1-10).



B.  Cause of the Siege (4:11-16).



C.  Response of Others To Jerusalem's Fall (4:17-22).


V.  JERUSALEM'S PRAYER (Lam. 5).



A.  Plea for Mercy (5:1-18).



B.  Plea for Restoration (5:19-22).

QUESTIONS:

1.  Approximately when was this book written?  Who is the most probable author?

2.  How is Jeremiah's weeping over Jerusalem similar to Jesus' (Mt. 23:37-38)?
3.  What is the theme of this book?

4.  While some say rules & the expression of feelings do not mix, what can we see in 
the book of Lamentations that proves this false?  In other words, what in this 
book shows that our emotions can be controlled & guided by rules?

5.  What is an acrostic poem?
