[image: image2.png]Norsh Sparta church of Chriss F-=-=n

P
358 North Spring St | pleee
Sparta TN 38583 ey
(931) 836-3321 iy

Speaking As The Oracles Of God (1 Pet. 411)





December 28, 2008
Findlay Church of Christ
dwh
Quotes are taken from the Findlay Church of Christ’s website, http://www.findlaycofc.com.

As 1 John 4 instructs we are to prove the spirits to wee whether they are from God or not.  This applies even to churches of Christ.  And in today’s modern religious climate there are some major Biblical differences between various congregations, as there were in the seven churches of Asia.
On the About Us page they correctly identify the Biblical teachings on the plan of salvation.  Most churches of Christ still do this even if there are other things in error.  Gratefully, we rejoice that this truth is correctly taught by the brethren at Findlay.

On the Photo Gallery page they have sections of pictures according to various activities.  Without getting into all of them, let us just ask whether Paul, Peter or any of the New Testament churches had Christmas Service Projects, Bible Fests, or Youth Groups. There is no doubt that they had young people (Titus 2:4, 6).  There is no doubt that some brethren got together to discuss the Bible as a church and in their homes (Acts 2:46).  But was it so entertainment centered?  Was it involving “Youth Retreats” where “There is great fun and Bible study that is of benefit for all who attend”?  And camping trips?  Where exactly did the Apostles demonstrate and reveal these kinds of activities for the church?
On the Our Deacon’s page we find a deacon assigned to handle disaster relief and assistance for local children's homes.  While most people will see nothing wrong with this, let us ask the question:  Where does the Bible authorize a local church to address these issues for non-Christians?  Now, before you buy into the old false argument that “Anti’s hate widows and orphans”, note that God commands individual Christians to be benevolent toward all, specifically mentioning widows and orphans (Gal. 6:10; James 1:27).  The point is NOT the widows and orphans, but HOW are they cared for?  We find no Bible authority for the church to provide funds for any and all widows and orphans.  In fact we find specific teaching LIMITING what widows may receive financial assistance from a local church in 1 Timothy 5.  Why?  “That the church be not burdened” and that it may help widows that are widows indeed.  Widows indeed are age 60 or older, have been proven faithful, and have no family that they can turn to.  So, do our brethren at Findlay follow the Bible authorized limitations?  Do they follow the Bible authorized way of helping others?  Or do they do what is unauthorized?
Also there is a deacon assigned to “special trips, retreats, Bible camp, Fun Nights, and the annual Bible Bowl at Tennessee Tech University”.  Where exactly is it found in the Bible that churches arranged “Fun Nights” or “Bible camps”?  And since Ephesians 5:11 commands Christians to not have fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, who is included in the Bible Bowl activities?  Are they fellowshipping brethren that even Findlay would consider liberal?  Fellowship with sin is a sin.
Other deacons are involved in arranging “quarterly fellowship meals, special events and maintenance of supplies for the Fellowship Hall and worship services” and even an “annual teacher's banquet”.  “Fellowship meals”?  Somehow I don’t think this is a reference to the Lord’s Supper.  “Fellowship Hall”?  Somehow I don’t think this is a reference to the place where regular worship is conducted.  Where are these things authorized in connection with the church?  Where does the Bible identify CHURCH activity with common meals and social events with FELLOWSHIP.  According to the Bible fellowship is based upon TRUTH not food and fun (1 John 1:6-7).

Other things could be addressed, but we will limit ourselves to what is readily visible on their website.  We do not do this out of animosity.  We do not do this out of some sense of superiority.  We do this because God commands it (1 John 4:1ff; Eph. 5:11).  And, just as God commands that we examine, test and prove; God command you to do the same.  We encourage you to do this with Findlay, and even with the Congregation here at North Sparta.  Judge not by material standards of how much money people have.  Judge instead by the standard of God’s word - are people doing what is authorized in the Book of God?  Or are people inventing their own way, following the ways created by men rather than God?
It makes all the difference in the world.  

“6 And he said unto them, Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoreth me with their lips, But their heart is far from me.  7 But in vain do they worship me, Teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men.  8 Ye leave the commandment of God, and hold fast the tradition of men.  9 And he said unto them, Full well do ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your tradition.” (Mark 7:6-9)

Thus we pray for and urge our erring brethren to awake from slumber, repent of these unauthorized practices, and get back on the straight and narrow way to Heaven.
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For if you truly believe as you have expressed on your About Us page (“We believe the Word of God, the Bible, is the sole authority for the church.”); how can you do otherwise?
PEOPLE TO REMEMBER & PRAY FOR:  Wanda Frazier, Ellen Burchett, Gerald Brown, Sonja Savage, Mary Cox, Jean Gambrell, Monie Petty, Dave Poteet (NHC 225), Betty England, Larry Bumbalough, Michael Harris (Gerald Harris’s Son), Edwin Hayes, Allie Cantrell (Jack’s grandmother), Greg Gardner, Ed Williams, Sandra Harris (cancer, Ellen's daughter), Betty England's grand-daughter, Roy Gilreath, Doug Stafford, Jonathan Murdock (Joyce's nephew, 4 wheeler accident), Frank (Randy's mother's husband), Buddy Hadden (Randy's uncle),  Stephen Vaughn (Christina's brother), Lucielle Bartlett (Sonja' grandmother), Paula Hill (Doug's mother, wrist surgery) Bill Gambrell (Skin cancer), Hill family (Returning from Texas Tuesday), Frazier family. 
OBEY THE GOSPEL!!!

Hear (Rom. 10:17)  Believe (Mark 16:16)
Repent (Acts 17:30-31) Confess (Rom. 10:9)
Be Baptized (Acts 2:38)  Live Faithfully (Rev. 2:10)

THINGS TO REMEMBER
· Singing – Third Sat. Of January

· Ladies Class - TBA
· Business Meeting – Last Sunday Each Month
· GM - Lanny Smith, Oct. 2009.
· GM – L.D. Anderson, Oct. 2010.
· New Web Info: NSCOC.Info & Preacher@NSCOC.Info
