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Speaking As The Oracles Of God (1 Pet. 411)





December 14, 2008
The First Baptist Church
In Sparta Tennessee
dwh
So as to not misrepresent them I will be quoting from and referring to pages of their website at http://www.fbcsparta.org.
It is useful and necessary for us to review what those around us believe and practice.  This denomination is, obviously, Baptist.  As we search the pages of scripture we do not ever find the people of God identified as ""The First Baptist Church".  Where is the Biblical authority for their name?

On their home page they identify an upcoming event: "Come enjoy an evening of praise and worship as the First Baptist Church Choir presents a Christmas musical that celebrates the birth of Jesus."  (1) A choir?  Again, where is the Biblical authority (command, example or necessary inference) where a choir is to be used in worship?  I can find where Christians are to sing "one to another" (Eph. 5:19), but no where do we see a choir singing to others.  This smacks of entertainment.  (2)  A "Christmas musical"?  Again, do we ever read of such activities in the New Testament?  If so, where?  (3)  Celebrating the birth of Jesus.  We all know what they refer to.  But again, where does the Bible, the inspired word of God AUTHORIZE such a "church" event?  Yes, authority is a relevant point (Matt. 21:24-25).  Who authorized these activities?  Are they from Heaven or from men?
Also on their front page they advertise events being in their "fellowship hall".  I wonder what takes place there.  Could it be food?  Music?  Social events?  Clubs?  Well, if the inflatable bouncing equipment, the basketball seminars, the veritable circuses we have seen in their parking lot from time to time are any indication – might we suggest that this place is no more authorized as a part of some sort of "church" activity than a popcorn stand? 

In the "About Us" page they list what they believe.  It includes. "We believe that salvation comes through faith only (Eph. 2:8-9)."  This is, of course, Biblically incorrect.  To take this position they must "explain" away countless passages and ignore others.  They "accept" passages that only mention faith and assert that these "prove" faith only.  But what of passages that only mention baptism?  Or only mention repentance?  Or only mention confession?  Thus their "faith only" doctrine is a false doctrine (James 2:14-26).
Also on their "About Us" page is a link to their "By Laws".  Their By Laws include the process of accepting members into their church.  Such a process includes baptism and voting.  Interestingly, one is saved by faith only, but must be immersed and voted on to be accepted into the church...  Thus it is HARDER to get into the Baptist church than it is to get into Christ, according to their own teachings.  Also, they describe a pastor, deacons board, minister of music, pianist and organist, etc.  It also identifies their worship practices.  Note especially the following:  "The Lord’s Supper shall be observed at times deemed advisable by either the Pastor or the church."  So, in such a matter as the Lord's Supper, Acts 20:7 is disregarded for what "the Pastor" or "the church" says.  They also identify their participation in the Union Baptist Association, the Tennessee Baptist Convention, and the Southern Baptist Convention.  Do they do this because the Bible reveals all these things?  If so, please find Book, Chapter and verse for each of them!  We challenge you to do so (1 John 4:1-3)!
On the "Upward Football" page they say:  "We are so excited to be able to offer Upward Football and Cheerleading here at First Baptist."  Need I comment on this at all?  Their calendar page includes "fellowship meals" and a "Christmas Banquet".  On the Men's Activities page they have a "Monday Night Football Bible Study".  Here, "You are guaranteed to have good food, good fellowship and great discussion about God's word."  For the women it is:  "Ladies, if you’re looking for fun, fellowship and the opportunity to take your faith to the next level..."  Notice how "food" and "fun" are listed before anything else.  How appropriate!
We need to be familiar with what our neighbors are doing.  We need to be prepared to explain to them what the Bible has to say on these topics.  I want to challenge the Members of Christ's body to look up passages of Scripture that answer the errors of our neighbors.  Let us be better prepared to give book, chapter and verse and to save as many as we can from the errors of this man made denomination.
PEOPLE TO REMEMBER & PRAY FOR:  Wanda Frazier (Surgery Dec. 15th), Ellen Burchett, Gerald Brown, Sonja Savage, Mary Cox, Jean Gambrell, Monie Petty, Dave Poteet (NHC 225), Betty England, Larry Bumbalough, Michael Harris (Gerald Harris’s Son), Edwin Hayes, Allie Cantrell (Jack’s grandmother), Greg Gardner, Ed Williams, Mike Frazier (Harold's son), Sandra Harris (cancer, Ellen's daughter), Betty England's grand-daughter, Roy Gilreath, Doug Stafford, Jonathan Murdock (Joyce's nephew, 4 wheeler accident), Frank (Randy's mother's husband), Buddy Hadden (Randy's uncle),  Stephen Vaughn (Christina's brother), Lucielle Bartlett (Sonja' grandmother).
OBEY THE GOSPEL!!!

Hear (Rom. 10:17)  Believe (Mark 16:16)
Repent (Acts 17:30-31) Confess (Rom. 10:9)
Be Baptized (Acts 2:38)  Live Faithfully (Rev. 2:10)
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THINGS TO REMEMBER
· Singing – Third Sat. Of January

· Ladies Class - 2nd & Last Sunday Each Month

· Business Meeting – Last Sunday Each Month
· GM - Lanny Smith, Oct. 2009.
· GM – L.D. Anderson, Oct. 2010.
Our Web Information Has Changed!

Please note that Http://frontiernet.net/~nscoc and NSCOC@frontiernet.net will no longer be used!  We will now be using Http://NSCOC.Info and Preacher@NSCOC.Info.  Update your email and favorites list please!
